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Nepal’s vaccine disaster has
left millions unprotected

KATHMANDU, Nepal—
Nepal was on the right track to
defeat the pandemic with the
launch of its vaccination campaign
on Jan. 27, even as several Western countries lagged behind in the
vaccination race.
But the euphoria that saw a
decline in COVID-19 cases and a
successful rollout of vaccines
didn’t last long. Lockdown was
eased in the following months, and
political rallies and protests, religious festivals, and public movements turned into superspreader
events. The result was tragically
predictable: Nepal was hit hard
by a deadlier second wave.
Yet Nepal’s failure goes deeper. A corruption scandal has led to
the effective halt of the vaccination program—leaving many people unable to get the important
second shot and even more without even their first.
According to Our World in
Data, so far 2.9 million doses have
been administered and around
700,000 people have been fully
vaccinated, only 2.5 percent of the
total population. The small country has witnessed nearly 600,000
infections and over 8,000 coronavirus-related deaths.
The number of cases started

to skyrocket in March and peaked
in mid-May. Nepal has rivaled
India’s rates of infection. The
COVID-19 numbers in Nepal
could, according to one estimate,
reach around 800,000 cases and
35,000 deaths by mid-July.
Earlier this year, India was
already suffering from the delta
variant, and a porous border with
Nepal meant the delta virus was
bound to enter India’s mountain
neighbor. The Nepali government
continued to encourage flights to
and from India and had to manage
returning Nepali migrant workers
while failing to properly impose
border exit, entry, and quarantine.
The need for vaccines was urgent—but the system had collapsed.
In February, Minister for
Health and Population Hridayesh Tripathi indirectly informed
the public that a local contractor
might be obstructing the procuring of AstraZeneca vaccines from
India’s Serum Institute. That comment led to a series of investigations by the local press.
The agents involved in the
procurement of the AstraZeneca
vaccines had close ties with Nepali Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli. The Serum Institute had al-

ready been in touch with the agents
and had promised to deliver the
AstraZeneca vaccine. The Nepali
government signed a deal to procure 2 million vaccines from the
Serum Institute for $4 per dose.
One million doses arrived in Nepal on Feb. 21, and the government was willing to pay up to
$5.50 for additional doses.
But the Serum Institute’s local agent in Nepal, Hukam Distribution & Logistics Private Ltd.,
was hoping to cash on the pandemic.
The whole program was halted after the agents demanded a 10
percent commission, pushing the
price to $6.05 per dose.
Even if the government had
wanted to pay what was, in effect, a coercive demand by a middleman, Nepal’s public procurement law has no provisions that
would allow the government to
pay a commission to agents under a government-to-government
deal. But the Serum Institute had
informed the Nepali government
that it would only sell the vaccines through Hukam. On March
3, the Serum Institute wrote a letter to the Department of Health
that it could no longer provide
vaccines as promised earlier. The

Bangladesh asks for Saudi Arabia's
help repatriating Rohingya

Bangladesh is seeking the cooperation of Saudi Arabia to facilitate the sustainable repatriation
of Rohingya Muslims to their
home country, Myanmar.
Bangladeshi Foreign Minister
A. K. Abdul Momen made the
appeal while speaking to his Saudi counterpart Faisal bin Farhan
Al Saud over phone, said a statement by the Bangladeshi Foreign
Ministry on Saturday.
Bangladesh is currently hosting more than 1.2 million Rohingya refugees, most of whom
fled a brutal military crackdown
in Rakhine in August 2017.
Since Aug. 25, 2017, nearly

24,000 Rohingya Muslims have
been killed by Myanmar's state
forces while more than 34,000
were thrown into fires, over
114,000 others beaten, as many
as 18,000 women and girls raped
and 115,000-plus homes burned
down, according to a report by
the Ontario International Development Agency (OIDA).
"Bangladesh pays the highest
importance to safe and dignified
repatriation of the stateless Rohingya to their home country,” the
statement said, quoting the minister.
Momen urged Saudi Arabia to
help Dhaka start the long-stalled

peaceful repatriation of Rohingya
to their original place of birth in
Myanmar.
The ministers also discussed
issues of mutual interest.
Dhaka also requested Riyadh
to ease compulsory quarantine for
Bangladeshi migrants in Saudi
Arabia.
Currently, nearly 2.5 million
Bangladeshi migrants are working
in Saudi Arabia, the highest number of Bangladeshi nationals in
any overseas country.
Momen also invited his Saudi
Arabian counterpart to visit Dhaka at any convenient time.
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commission agents, Vijay Dugar
and Ritu Singh Vaidya, partners
at the distribution firm, are under
scrutiny, as Dugar lives in Mumbai—putting him beyond the
reach of Nepali authorities—and
Vaidya’s husband, Suraj Vaidya,
is close to the incumbent prime
minister’s Unified Marxist-Leninist party.
The local agents are alleged to
have prevented the export of the
5 million AstraZeneca vaccines if
the commission wasn’t provided.
They are accused of manipulating
Indian bureaucracy to prevent the
deal from moving forward.
Dugar refuted the claims by
Tripathi, the health minister, and
said that the government was trying to shift blame onto the agency. In a bizarre series of events,
an under-construction facility of
the Serum Institute in Pune, India, caught fire in January. The
institute’s CEO, Adar Poonawalla, fled to the United Kingdom in
recent months, citing security reasons.
The Health Ministry had put
out a press release saying the vaccines couldn’t be procured from
India because of the fire and rising
COVID-19 cases in India. The
Serum Institute later clarified that
the fire wouldn’t affect its exports. However, the government
of India later banned the export of
vaccines, citing the pandemic disaster at home, and Nepal never
received the remaining doses. Nepalis were abandoned.
All this has played out against
a background of Nepal’s uncertain
political position between Nepal
and China. The Nepali government had refused to accept Chinese vaccines, hoping that India
would fill the gap.
Bindesh Dahal, a foreign analyst and diplomatic editor at the
news site Lokantar, told Foreign
Policy, “Nepal depended on India alone for vaccines. But India
punched above its weight. Vaccine
diplomacy of India went only so
far. We should have diversified
vaccine procurement. China was
willing to send vaccines.
See P7

Uzbekistan to
start production
in gas-to-liquids
plant in Q4 2021
Uzbekistan has plans to commence production at its first gasto-liquids (GTL) plant in the
fourth quarter of this year.
The $3.6bn plant, which is
nearing completion in the Guzar
district of the Kashkadarya region, is expected to help the country reduce its reliance on oil product imports, reported Reuters.
The plant is being delivered
by the state-owned oil and gas firm
Uzbekneftegaz in partnership
with South Africa’s Sasol.
This facility will be equipped
to process natural gas reserves to
produce clean transport fuel.
Uzbekneftegaz told the news
agency in a statement: “The start
of GTL plant production will help
to significantly decrease Uzbekistan’s import of diesel and jet
fuel.”
With the capacity to process
3.6 billion cubic metres of gas a
year, the GTL plant is expected
to generate about 1.5 million
tonnes of quality and environmentally friendly synthetic liquid fuel.
It will have the capacity to
produce about 307,000t of synthetic kerosene, 724,000t of synthetic diesel, 437,000t of synthetic naphtha, and 53,000t of liquefied gas.
These products would be primarily be supplied to meet the
domestic demand, and will also be
exported to address the demand
for synthetic fuel globally.
The GTL complex comprises
four key production facilities of
the utilities supply plant, synthesis gas production plant, synthesis liquid production plant, and
product work-up plant.
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India gingerly eases coronavirus rules
as new cases dip to two-month low
Many Indian states eased coronavirus restrictions on Monday
including the capital Delhi, where
authorities allowed all shops and
malls to open, as the number of
new infections dropped to the
lowest in more than two months.
Experts have cautioned
against a full re-opening as India
has vaccinated only about 5% of
its estimated 950 million adults
with the necessary two doses,
leaving millions vulnerable.
Infections peaked in India in
May with about 400,000 new
cases a day but that dropped to
70,421 new infections reported on
Monday, the lowest daily increase
since March 31, health ministry
data showed.
The number of deaths went
up by 3,921, the data showed.
India has had the second-highest tally of COVID-19 infections
in the world after the United
States, with 29.51 million cases

and 374,305 deaths, according to
ministry data.
Authorities in Delhi allowed
all shops and malls to re-open although bars, gyms, salons, cinemas and parks remained shut.
City chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal said that markets and
restaurants would be carefully
watched this week.
"If we see coronavirus cases
are going up, we will have to reimpose strict restrictions," Kejriwal said in a televised address on
Sunday.
Hospitals in Delhi had struggled to provide oxygen cylinders
and beds to patients last month
as infections surged but earlier this
month, the city allowed businesses to bring back 50% of employees and they partially resumed
public transport.
In the southern state of Tamil
Nadu, known for automobile manufacturing, some businesses were

allowed to bring back 50% of employees and salons and liquor
shops re-opened. Bus services
remained suspended until June 21.
In Bengaluru, the capital of
neighbouring Karnataka state and
a major tech hub, traffic returned
to the streets as authorities allowed the partial re-opening of
businesses though strict night and
weekend curfews remained in
place.
The pressure to resume some
economic activity has grown as
millions depend on daily wages
to pay for food and rent.
“India needs to reopen as the
challenge of maintaining a fine balance between lives and livelihoods
is very crucial,” said Rajib Dasgupta, head of the Centre of Social Medicine and Community
Health at New Delhi’s Jawaharlal
Nehru University.
reuters

A major greenhouse to be built
in Kazakhstan with Dutch
technologies

The investment potential of
the Western Kazakhstan region
has been discussed within the
meeting of the governor, Mr. Gali
Iskaliev and the Extraordinary and
Authorised Ambassador of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands in the
Republic of Kazakhstan, Mr. André Karsten and the Ambassador
of the Republic of Kazakhstan,
Askar Zhumgaliev in presence of
the Dutch and Kazakh business
representatives. Among others,
the realisation of a biggest investment projects with application of
Dutch technologies has been
raised.
The greenhouse complex of
the fifth generation aimed to be
constructed in the new industrial
area will allow satisfy the local
demand in vegetable produce.
”It is important for us that the
project will be carried over in the
industrial zone. The investors
have chosen the Western Kazakhstan region as we can boast good
climate conditions and state support. Also, the region is the closest to the Central Russia and have
a good logistics potential. The
government have approved the
project and have allocated 4.6 million euro for arranging the external infrastructure.
The joint project of the Kazakh company LLP Broeikas Uralsk and the Dutch company Van
der Hoeven will be carried out in
three phases. Within the first
phase 5.8 ha of greenhouses will
be constructed, which will be gradually expanded to 55 ha within
5years”, noted the governor.
As of today the site has been
prepared for the construction and
the agreement of greenhouse
equipment delivery for the first
phase has been concluded. After
the greenhouse complex has been
launched, 500 working plans will
be created.hortidaily

Bukhara to host International
Forum on Inter-Parliamentary
Global Cooperation
KABUL: Bukhara is expected to host an international forum
on Inter-Parliamentary Global
Cooperation in the Implementation the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDG), Uzbekistan Embassy to Kabul said Tuesday.
The one-day (June 23-24) forum on Inter-Parliamentary Global Cooperation in the Implementation the Sustainable Development Goals will be held in the
Bukhara City of Uzbekistan, the
embassy said in a statement received by The Kabul Times.
The aim of the global forum is
to expand the ties of inter-parliamentary cooperation in achieving
the Sustainable Development
Goals, to improve legislation in
implementing national goals and
objectives in this area, as well as
to develop proposals and recommendations to strengthen parliamentary oversight mechanisms in
this sphere, the statement added.
It is expected that the Secretary General of the Inter-Parliamentary Union Martin Chungong,
President of the OSCE Parliamentary Assembly Peter Lord Bowness, Secretary General of the
Parliamentary Assembly of
Turkic-Speaking Countries Altynbek Mamayusupov, as well as the
members of the parliament of foreign countries, inter-parliamentary organizations, youth organizations, government bodies, international organizations, NGOs, media representatives, experts from
research institutions will take part
in it both in the traditional mode
and online.

Global Forum participants
will present their reports, proposals and recommendations. Whereas, participants include members
of parliaments across the globe.
Particularly, the European Parliament, the Parliament of Canada,
Great Britain, Germany, France,
Italy, Spain, Latvia, Bulgaria,
South Korea, China, Japan, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand, Turkey, Iran, Azerbaijan, Afghanistan,
Kyrgyzstan. Also, it is expected
that experts from more than 30
international organizations will
deliver their findings on the Forum.
The main thematic areas of the
international forum are:
• The role of Parliament in
ensuring effective implementation
of the SDGs;
• The Funding of the implementation of the SDGs;
• The creation of statistical
indicators of the SDG;
• The participation of civil
society institutions and public in
the implementation of the SDGs;
• Parliamentary control, monitoring and evaluation of the implementation of the SDGs;
• Ensuring international dialogue and global partnership with
the parliaments of the world for
sustainable development.
Following the results of the
Global Forum, it is planned to
adopt the Bukhara Declaration of
the Global Cooperation in Implementation of Sustainable Development Goals, the statement concluded.
The Kabul Times

