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President Ghani receives
US acting defense secretary
KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani has received
US acting defense secretary
Patrick Shanahan.
In the meeting held yester-

day at presidential palace, President Ghani said that US strategy for Afghanistan and South
Asia has had good results, but
destroying safe havens of armed

individuals in neighboring
country that has been strategic
goal have not been achieved so
far.
Both sides asserted that

maintaining of lasting peace,
peace process and counter terrorism would continue and military partnership between Afghanistan and US would continue till maintaining peace in
the country.
It was also recalled in the
meeting that national peace
consultative J irga would be
soon held in Kabul and would
be attended by representatives
of various classes and all provinces so that they could consult
and express views in connection
with various phases of peace.
In the meantime, after the
Jirga, the 3rd meeting of Kabul
Process will be held and its
main focus will be on peace process.
The Kabul Times

Electoral draft law
amendment approved

KABUL: The latest consultative meeting, chaired by Second Vice-President Mohammad Sarwar Danesh approved
amendment draft to be brought
at the electoral law, his office

Tuesday, February 12, 2019

said Monday.
The meeting held at the
Gul Khana Palace was attended by the country’s related personalities including representatives from the co-operation

council of the 1398 presidential nominees, plenipotentiary
representatives of the political
parties, election related civil
society activists and other related officials, the statement

said.
Various important issues
such eligibility to the independent election commission membership, type of appointing the
members, heads, deputies and
secretaries of the IEC, employment of permanent and temporal staff, conditions related to
the district and village councils
membership, and many other
issues related to the election
and candidates have been discussed in details during the
four da y meeting ended on
Monday, the statement added.
The meeting with an overwhelming majority of the members approved the draft law of
the election and resolved that
the amended drafts to be sent
to the government cabinet of
the government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan for final procession, the statement
concluded.
The Kabul Times

Laws committee approves
3 legal documents
KABUL: Regulation draft
on implementation of International Transport of Goods (TIR)
system, regulation draft on remanagement urban land and
its redevelopment and regulation draft on mental health
were approved in laws committee’s session chaired by second
vice president and head of the

and transport, was reviewed by
members of the committee.
Afghanistan government is
making effort to pave further
facilitations of TIR for transportation companies including
TIR system by finalizing and
implementation of the respective draft.
According to 4 th article of

articles.
After overall discussion regarding the draft, members of
the committee finally approved
the draft and tasked ministry
of justice to process the draft.
In other pa rt of the session’s agenda, members of the
committee discussed and reviewed regulation draft on re-

committee Sarwar Danesh.
In the session, regulation
draft for implementation of TIR
system, prepared by joint cooperation of ministries of justice

the draft, ministry of transport
in cooperation with relevant
ministries and institutions is
responsible for overseeing the
implementation of the draft’s

management urban land and
its redevelopment and regulation draft on mental health and
approved both drafts.
The Kabul Times

People’s achievements to be
protected in peace talks, NSA
KABUL: National Security
Advisor Dr. Hamdullah Mohib

In the meeting, the US side
expressed optimism about im-

in a meeting yesterday with US
acting def ense secretary
Patrick Shanahan and his accompanied delegation praised
US for continued cooperation
and partnership with Afghanistan.

provement of capacities and
leadership at Afghanistan ministry of defense (MoD) and assured of US and RS continued
cooperation with Afghanistan
in strengthening of the country’s defense and security forc-

es.
National security advisor by
pointing to peace issue led and
owned by Afghans thanked US
for its steps and cooperation in
this regard, adding that the 18year achievements of the people of Afghanistan would be
protected in peace process.
Dr. Mohib further said that
Afghanistan government has
had good initiatives in the field
of peace process and simultaneously the country’s defense
and security forces were defending the people and national sovereignty, adding that efforts for maintaining peace and
lasting stability in Afghanistan
would continue.
The Kabul Times

No inclination in Jam
Minatare, Minister Safi

Preliminary draft law on development &
implementation of languages finalized
KABUL: Chaired by senior
legal advisor to ministry of information and culture Delawar
Nazirzoi, a meeting of the commission forpreparing the draft
law on development and implementation of la nguages was
held yesterday.
In the meeting, senior legal advisor to MoIC said that
the draft law has been prepared
with morale of national unity,
social justice and human rights’
values in five chapters and 32
articles.
The Kabul Times

ANDSF fight
against Daesh
commendable

KABUL: The Ministry of
Inf ormation a nd Culture
(MoIC) has paid serious attention to the country’s historical
monuments and sites, a messa ge from the minister sa id
Monday.
Protection of the country’s
historical sites and monuments
are not only the responsibility
of the government but also of
the citizens, Minister Safi said

in a message released to media.
Rejecting if any inclination
was seen in the Jam minaret,
the Minister Safi said the enemies of the country and the
people have recently tried to
launch reckless excavation
around the historical minaret,
but the security personnel,
squad 012 prevented them to
reach their goals, read the message.
“No inclination has been
seen in the Jam Minaret, after
the M inistry of Information
and Culture launched an investigation into the country’s giant historical monument, for
the first time in 2006 and
2012,” according to the message.
In 2018, world cultural heritages sent a joint professional
delegation with the Ministry of
Information and Culture to
photograph from the inner
parts of the minaret by using
modern cameras and shared a
report about, with the govern-

ment. “Pictures posted on the
social media are inaccurate.”
About the possible neutral
incident harms to the minaret
in the future, the ministry has
sent a written notification to the
UNESCO World Heritages
Center, as the Jam minaret is
included in the world cultural
heritages, so the agency has to
be informed about any reconstruction and work being made
in the historical monuments,
the message added.
The security institutions
are also pre-informed about the
possible threat facing the minaret, the message continued.
M inister of Information
and Culture (MoIC) asked the
entire countrymen to stay working alongside the government
and thanks those citizens who
share their concern about the
minaret with the ministry.
The ministry also thanks
the country’s brave security
personnel who call protection
of the historical monuments of
their national responsibility.
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Editorial
ANDSF fight against
Daesh commendable

Losing ground in Iraq and Syria, the Daesh militants known
as ISIS-K has extended its reach in Afghanistan eastern zone.
In 2018, the IS fighters carried out large-scale attacks across
the country, including Kabul.
Since the IS fighters have been targeting ethnic minority
groups, it seeks to foment sectarian violence in the country.
Meanwhile fueling sectarian tension was one of the main objectives of the IS group in Afghanistan.
But the group has not been succeeded to its vicious goals and
largely defeated by Afghan National Defense and Security Forces
(ANDSF). The group has also lost many of its key commanders
in Afghan and US airstrikes in eastern part of the country.
Addressing a gathering in Ghanikhel district of eastern Nangarhar province, President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani congratulated the security forces on defeating Daesh in the district.
This is the first time that Afghan president visited Ghanikhel
district of Nangarhar.
The president said people could openly commute in Ghanikhel district and Shinwari region of Nangarhar. He promised to
reconstruct homes of Shinwari people which were destroyed
during the conflict and said public uprising groups would be
supported in the region by the spy agency.
Despite of intensified operations against IS militants, the group
could carry out suicide attacks on religious and cultural centers
in the capital Kabul and other provinces in the last two years.
The mysterious abductions were also carried out by the militants operating under the black flag of IS and aimed to spark
discriminations on the basis of race, religion, creed, etc. among
the nation.
The world will have to eradicate ISIS in Iraq and Syria and
let not it extend its realm of power in other countries and blackmail the world. In nutshell, the radicalization and toxin it spews
forth should be rooted out as soon as possible so as not to poison larger number of people.
Assuming full responsibility for national security in 2014, the
Afghan forces had displayed commitment to the nation and the
constitution through immense sacrifice and earned unprecedented public support and trust. Besides fighting Taliban and other
international terrorists, the country’s security forces also carried our large-scale operations against Daesh in eastern Nangarhar province and prevented the group to establishits safe
havens inside Afghanistan.
Indeed, increasing presence of the IS militants would have
further deteriorated the security uncertainty in Afghanistan and
the situation would further get chaotic. The country’s brave
security forces’ operations have changed the situation on the
ground and signaled Taliban militants too that would be isolated if not joined peace process.
Afghan forces fight against Daesh is commendable and considering their eye-catching achievements in war against the militants and to campaign against them in effective way,government
and the allies should intensify their attacks – not only defensive
but also offensive ones. Furthermore, the government has to
tighten the border security in close coordination with neighboring countries so that militants no more be able to cross the
country’s porous borders and threaten the life of innocent masses
in Afghanistan.
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Consultations held to amend
electoral law
Following criticisms of a
number of election observers
and citizens, the presidential
office said that consultation
have taken pla ce on draft
amendment of election la w
with presidential candidates
and political parties.
In a presidential press release, it has been said that it
was decided that a technical
committee with the participation of representatives of candidates, political parties and
civil society should be established.
Deputy
presidentia l
spokesman Shah Hussein
Murtazawi said, on amendment draft of the constitution,
consultations have taken place
with leaders of political parties,
candidates and election observers. All the participants submitted their favorite drafts.
The coordination council of
presidential elections candidates has said that in a meeting in the presidential palace,

the members rejected the presidential palace draft on reforms
in election law and requested
impartiality of the presidential
palace on this issue.
The council emphasized,
we request reforms and want
the president to consult on appointment of electoral commission commissioners and their
secretariats with candidates.
Chief Executive of FEFA
Yusuf Rashed said, in a meeting took place in the presidential palace, two drafts were submitted by presidential palace,
the f irst draft had certain
shortages but the second one
was better. The new work method of appointment of ECC, IEC
commissions were inserted in
amendment draft and this step
of the government was encouraging.
Prior to this, UNAMA had
said that Afghanistan parliamentary elections were organized under disorder. And now
Afghanistan electoral commis-

sions should undertake essential reformatory measures and
focus on realistic and priority
based reforms in upcoming
months.
Taking into account the
past elections, now all sides
have apparently agreed on
bringing reforms in IEC, ECC.
Political analyst Amir Mohmmad said, in the first step
the voters list should be annulled and a new list be prepared based on Biometric and
technology should be used in
next presidentia l elections.
Lack of observers access has always been a controversial issue
and it should be inclusive in
next elections.
Assessment of complaints
should be fra nk otherwise
based on experiences, lack of
observers access would damage
people trust to IEC, ECC.
But the lawyers said as the
parliament can’t amend the
election law at the last legislative year, other bodies a lso

can’t.
It is generally believed that
more precision should be exerted in amendment draft of election law due to sensitive conditions. Otherwise amendment
not only doesn’t solve IEC,ECC
problems but could cause further problems.
Experts said that every reform in electoral system, laws
and commissions must take
place based on consensus of
candidates coordination council and basic.
They emphasize that bringing inclusive reforms in electoral bodies is an essentia l
need. Acceleration of changes
and reforms improves it implementation grounds. Elections
observers said that presidential
candidates have the right to be
concerned on sound presidential elections but are not allowed to prevent reforms and
measures that result in holding of a free, fair and transparent election. Suraya Raiszada

Officials eyeing exports
reach $80 billion by 2024
KABUL: Officials in the
country’s ministry of industry
and commerce hoped that Afghanistan exports would jump
to $80 billion in the next five
years.
Based on the joint plan of
the ministry of industry and
commerce and the private sector, the ministry wanted to play
key role in development of
business in the country.
While introducing the new
acting minister of industry
and commerce and Kabul mayor, the country’s president
said that there were much to
be done to rise the graph of
exports in Afghanistan and
that the ministry of industry
and commerce with a joint economic plan shared with the private sector has to play impor-

tant role in the country’s trade
development.
“Afghanistan’s exports
should be reach to $8 billion
by 2024,” the president hoped.
President Mohammad
Ashraf Ghani appointed Ajmal
Ahmadi as the acting minister of industry and commerce
and Ahmad Zaki Sarferaz as
the acting Kabul mayor, late
on last week.
Ajmal Ahmadi has earlier
worked as the president’s economic advisor whom the president said had played significant role in economic development in the country.
According to Afghanistan
chamber of commerce and industries, Afghanistan’s imports reaches to $8 billion,
while has an import of less

than $1 billion each year.
Khan Jan Alokozay, the
CEO to the Afghanistan Chamber of Commerce and Industries believed Afghanistan
would economically stand on
its feet, if the president economic draft was worked out in
the estimated area.
“Considering the development in term of trade, this was
possible but needed enough attention,” Alokozay told media.
He said the country’s president is interested in economic development and there is
enough capacity to develop it
and if peace restored and the
president’s committed practiced, this wouldn’t be impossible like domestic products
increased and the ways opened.
“Right now our products

have increased by 40 percent
compared to last year,” said
Alokozay.
He said the private sector
supported it, but to reach the
goal, there is a need for fundamental work.
The second ACCI authority outlined the need for ensuring electricity, restoration of
security and resolutely fighting corruption, as other important ways to help develop
trade in the country.
According to the authorities, Afghanistan exports have
been recently on the rise, with
the main reasons behind was
opening of the air-corridors
and the process is hoped to
continue in the future.
Shukria Kohistani

Let Afghans fold up this on their own,

War
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Afghanistan: Landmine
To end war in Afghanistan, Taliban should
victim turns physiotherapist,
directly hold talk with government
pieces hope together

Mohammad Zabih Erfani is
a busy man. His job as a physiotherapist with the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC) means that his
days are all about making
things easier for those with
disabilities – whether it is
helping fit prosthetic limbs
and orthosis, training patients
to walk again or pushing them
to exercise. Telling each devastated patient that life will not
stop and their spirit cannot be
crippled by physical challenges is what Zabih Erfani also
really believes in. And the patients know that these are not
empty words when they see the
physiotherapist walk the talk
every day by turning his life
around from a landmine victim to a victor.
Zabih Erfani’s life resonates the story of those living
in conflict-ridden Afghanistan. He was only a young boy
when he stepped on a landmine
by the roadside in Darlaman
area , District 6 of Kabul city.
Our city had been taken
over by the fighters.
“That was in 1998. There
was a lot of fighting and it
turned very unsafe. While
walking down the road with my
brother, I stepped on one of the
mines and it all became my
own story. When the mine blew
up, I lost a leg and was severely injured in the other. I then
slipped into a coma,” shares
the 30-year-old.
A vehicle full of fighters
was passing by and Zabih Erfani’s brother cried out for
help. He asked them to take
his injured brother to Karte
Seh hospital, which is supported by the ICRC. “It took me a

week to regain consciousness.
Meanwhile, the doctors had to
operate on me. So when I recovered from coma and realized that I had lost a limb, I
could not handle it. I was discharged from the hospital after 21 days but I was a mess,”
he says.
Zabih Erfani went into depression for several months
and was referred to psychologists. “The doctors told my
parents that I was suffering
from deep stress and depression and gave medicines that
were very helpful,” he says.
But a turnaround happened when he visited the
ICRC’s physical rehabilitation centre at Kabul where they
make artificial limbs. He saw
many people who had also lost
limbs like him but were all
working quite normally. “I’m
very thankful to Alberto Cairo,
head of the ICRC’s Physical
Rehabilitation Programme,
who took me on a tour of the
centre and encouraged me. He
showed me doctors and patients whose condition had
been much worse than mine
but they had bounced back”
says Zabih Erfani.
Seeing other patients happy helped me start thinking
differently about my own situation. Since he had been unable to go to school because of
his health, Zabih Erfani had
started a small grocery shop
near his home. But one year
on, he returned to school and
worked hard to finish basic
education. After graduating,
he went back to the ICRC seeking a cash grant. “Mr Cairo
stepped in again and suggested that I train to become a phys-

iotherapist and even offered to
hire me at the centre,” says
Zabih Erfani.
This was more than Zabih
Erfani had imagined for himself. He took up the offer and
with the ICRC’s support did a
diploma in physiotherapy from
Jalalabad. The three-year
training opened him to new
experiences and built his hope
one step at a time. “I also made
many friends in class. We used
to enjoy being together and it
helped to change the way I
looked at life,” he says.
Working with the ICRC as
a physiotherapist for 12 years
now, Zabih Erfani is using his
life and training to transform
other people’s story. A regular day for him involves meeting between 15 and 25 patients.
Most of them open up to me
and I encourage them to lead
normal lives.
The despair that Zabih Erfani had experienced as a
young boy is far gone. Married
for 14 years and father to two
young children, his life is only
about hope now. “My children
are nine and five years old and
I’m really looking forward to
helping them get educated and
pursue the best opportunities
for their life,” he smiles
proudly. The ICRC runs seven physical rehabilitation centres across Afghanistan to
help people like Zabih Erfani
get back on their feet. Many
who have been disabled due to
the violent conflict or due to
sickness have gone on to rebuild their lives and work at
these centres as models of
hope to others. ICRC

US special peace envoy
Zalmay Khalilzad’s right position for peace in Afghanistan
is to facilitate direct peace
talks between members of the
Taliban group and Afghanistan
government to end the 17-year
old war in the country. Taliban
has not declared its position
and final decision in connection with direct talks with Afghanistan government so far.
Ending the ongoing war in
the country is possible only if
the two warring sides hold direct talks with each other. It
is very necessary that the current peace process should be
led and owned by Afghans.
Peace talks can be effective if
representatives of Afghanistan government are included
in talks with the Taliban group.
Inclusion of Afghanistan
government is necessary for
national reconciliation in the
country as the government is
the main warring side and
should be included in debates
for ending the ongoing war. If
Afghanistan government is
excluded from peace talks, no
decision regarding peace and
releasing Taliban prisoners
will be executed. US cannot
execute and address Taliban
demands for building confidence as Taliban prisoners are
not imprisoned in US prisons.
They are imprisoned in Afghanistan and only judicial
organs are authorized to release them. Therefore, it is not

rational that Afghanistan government is excluded from talks
that are held for ending the
current war in the country. No
countries in the world or region are not in favor of exclusion of Afghanistan govern-

Most of countries in the region including Pakistan have
admitted that there is no other
way except direct talks between the Taliban group and
Afghanistan government. But,
Taliban has not shown any

tained in Afghanistan when
peace talks are led and owned
by Afghans and it will be the
Afghan government that can
take the decision as no organization or country can sign
the peace agreement except

ment from peace talks.
Direct peace talks with Afghanistan government and
road map for peace in the country will harm no sides and can
open door to national reconciliation process. Afghan political parties, who are interested in talking with the Taliban
group, should clarify this fact
to leaders and representatives
of the group that pathway to
peace and stability in the country is to talk with Afghanistan
government.

readiness not taken final decision for direct talks with Afghanistan government. Peace
talks should be simultaneously followed with the implementation of ceasefire and ending
bloodshed in Afghanistan.
Previously, Afghanistan
government had declared that
everything could be discussed
and the Taliban side could
share anything they had with
representatives of Afghanistan government.
Lasting peace can be main-

the Afghan government.
The fourth round of peace
talks between US officials and
representatives of the Taliban
group took place amid of increasing military operations
against the Taliban group in
various provinces of the country.
It is said that a fresh round
of talks between US special
peace envoy Zalmay Khalilzad
and the Taliban group is expected to take place on February 25 in Doha.
Lailuma Noori

Is Qatar really supporting
terrorist ideologies?

BY: Ustad Abdul Latifal Fazli

If we see recent developments in the world, a large

talks with Afghanistan government.
Taliban members are moving freely in Qatar, a country
that has even been accused of
supporting financially the Taliban and other extremist groups
in the region.
The members of the Taliban in Doha, capital city of
Qatar, keep a low profile
though they have been seen at
mosques, shopping malls, and
registering the birth of family
members at the Afghanistan
embassy in Doha. Their homes

ty the country is one of perpetrators of spreading religious,
sectarian and minority-related
disputes in the region. Moreover, the respective country is
due implementing Iran’s vicious programs that have created various problems in the
region.
The dispute that has seen
Saudi Arabia and its Arab allies isolate Qatar stems from
allegations that the tiny gasrich nation is sponsoring extremist groups which are destabilizing the Middle East.

di Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates.
Arabia views Qatar as an
Iranian emissary in the Arab
Middle East, and the Saudis
also speak of Qatar’s interference in the internal affairs of
Arab countries.
Now, it is time that Afghanistan government should make
effort to convince the Islamic
countries to bring the Taliban
group in negotiating table with
the government and spoil vicious plans of some countries
supporting Taliban and other

number of world countries have
close relations with each other
and their relations are based
on mutual interests. In recent
yea rs, Af ghanistan ha s increased its relations with regional countries in particular
Arab countries led mostly by
Saudi Arabia as Afghanistan is
an Islamic country and would
like to have brotherly relations
with the Arab world.
Now that Afghanistan peace
process has entered significant
phases and regional consensus
in connection with peace and
stability in the country has
been created, the Taliban group
whose political office is in Qatar is rejecting to hold direct

are stated to be quite lavish and
are paid for by Qataris.
On 5 June 2017, a quartet
composed of Saudi Arabia ,
the United Ara b Emira tes
(UAE), Bahrain and Egypt cut
diplomatic ties with Qatar. The
main reason cited for the severing of links was Qatar’s alleged financing and hosting of
Islamic extremist groups, including the Taliban.
According to the Arab
Quartet, Qatar continues to
support extremist and terrorist ideologies, and spread hatred and incitement in the region. Apparently, Qatar shows
it’s supporting Islam and Muslims in the world, but in reali-

This is not the first time
Qatar’s neighbors led by Saudi Arabia have expressed their
displeasure over its individualist foreign policy - diplomatic
relations have been severed for
the past few years.
Tensions have arisen from
Qatar’s support for the Islamist Muslim Brotherhood; its
close relationship with groups
such as the Taliban and certain
al-Qaeda affiliates; and its relationship with Iran, which has
most recently led to allegations
from Sa udi Arabia that the
state-funded broadcaster Al
Jazeera is supporting Houthi
rebelsin Yemen fighting government forces backed by Sau-

terrorist and extremist groups
in the region.
Taliban, fighting against Afghanistan government and its
people, should also free themselves from trap of intelligence
networks of regional countries
and hold direct talks with Afghanistan government to end
the 17-year old war in the country. Taliban should also make
use of the penetration of Saudi
Arabia, leading and representing the heart of the Muslim
world, instead of Qatar as Saudi Arabia has always had deep
and good relations with Afghanistan and its Muslim na-
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Traders at Hairatan port
complain of high train fare
MAZAR-I-SHARIF: Traders in northern Balkh province
commend facilities at the Hairatan port but complain about
high fare of the rail service
with Uzbekista n against imports and exports.
Haji Khairuddin Mayal, an
Afghan businessman, said trade
relations between Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan improved in
recent months.
He said they faced no prob-

private sector had been increased.
He called the train fare for
imports and exports as appropriate and low compared to cars
and containers.
He also said the Hairatan
port played an important and
vital role in bolstering Afghanistan’s trade sector and all businesspeople of the country were
optimistic about their commercial transactions.

Uzbekistan and acknowledged
there was no big issue except
the high train fare.
“A wagon from Aqina to
Turkmenistan on the railway
track, which is 1,400km long,
costs $22 but the same distance
between Uzbekistan and Afghanistan costs $52,” he explained. He urged the government to solve the issue of high
fare for exports.
Meanwhile, Eng. Moham-

goods were imported to Afghanistan from Uzbekistan through
the railway link on a daily basis, he said.
He added previously there
had been some issues in export
area but after continued efforts
by the government, the problems were resolved.
According to Ansari, the
Balkh chamber of commerce
has proposed to some firms to
export their goods through the

Senior Taliban leader arrested
in Kandahar
The local security officials
in southern Kandahar province
have said that a senior leader
of the Taliban group has been
arrested during the operations
of the security forces in this

province.
Provincial Police Chief of
Kandahar Gen. Tadin Khan
said the shadow governor of
Taliban for Jaldak and Tarnak
areas of Shahr-e-Safa city of

Zabul has been arrested during
the an operation which was
conducted in Arghistan district
of Kandahar.
Gen. Tadin Khan did not
disclose further information
regarding the identity of the
detained Taliban commander
but added that he was arrested
while attempting to cross-border and flee to Pakistan.
He also added that the deputy of the detained Ta liban
commander was also killed
along with four other Taliban
militants and some weapons
and munitions were confiscated.
The
a nti-g overnment
armed militants including Taliban have not commented regarding the report so far.
KP

Kapisa’s Nejrab district completely
clean-up from terrorists
MAMOUD RAQI: Qahar
Sylab 3/15 military operation
successfully has ended in
northeastern Kapisa province
yesterday.
According to BNA local correspondent report, the military

lem importing their goods via
the railway link but still some
small problems remained.
“Without any issue, goods
are imported on a daily basis
and exports also take to European counties through Central
Asia,” Mayal said.
According to him, there is
no major problem in trade with
Uzbekistan through the railway line and facilities for the

But some traders are complaining about the high export
fares through the railway line.
Syed Abdul Jabar Agha, a
businessman, told Pajhwok that
exports via the railway line
from Afghanistan to Uzbekistan was too costly for Afghan
traders.
However, he thanked the
Afghan government for opening the trade route with

mad Hssan Ansari, provincial
chamber of commerce and industry president, said trade relations between Afghanistan
and Uzbekistan had recently
expanded. He explained imports and exports through Hairatan port continued normally
and there was no serious problem that could harm the interest of businessmen. Dozens of
wagons carrying commercial

operation has started last week
to suppress armed oppositions
and ensure peace and stability
in Dara Ayen, Dara Pachghan,
Da ra Afg hania regions and
some other insecure areas of
the district, in which Taliban

militants sustained heavy losses. Some heavy and light weapons, ammunitions and military
equipment have been discovered and seized during the operations, the source added.
The Kabul Times

rail road. Regarding high fare
for exports via the railway, he
said the issue was as much serious because the fare was lower than charged by cars and
containers. Two years ago, the
Afgha n g overnment sig ned
about 20 trade agreements with
Uzbekistan and now bilateral
trade between the two countries
has reached a high level.
Pajhwok

Taliban militants suffer heavy casualties in Takhar, Kunduz operations
Kandahar gets budget based
The Taliban militants have
suffered heavy casualties during the operations of the Afghan armed forces in northeastern Takhar and northern Kunduz provinces.
The 209th Shaheen Corps
of the Afghan Military in the
North in a statement said at
least 10 Taliban militants were
killed and 15 others were
wounded during the operations

of the Afghan Police and Afghan
Intelligence led by the Afghan
Army in Khwajah Ghar, Dashte-Qala, Yangi Qala, and Khwajah Bahauddin districts of Takhar province.
The statement further added that the operations are being conducted in the framework of Toofan-24 operations.
The Afghan forces also received artillery and close air

support during the operations,
the 209th Shaheen Corps said
adding that the operations will
continue until the mentioned
areas are fully cleared of militants.
According to 209th Shaheen Corps, the security personnel have not suffered casualties during the operations.
In the meantime, the 209th
Shaheen Corps said the Afghan

Air Force carried out airstrikes
using M D-530 helicopters
against the militant in Hazrat
Sultan area located in the provincial capital of Kunduz which
left two militants dea d and
three others wounded.
The
a nti-g overnment
armed militant groups including Taliban have not commented regarding the operations so
far. Khaama

on 50-year-old census data
KANDAHAR: People and
officials say the population of
southern Kandahar is above
three million people, but the
province’s share in the national budget is allocated based on
statistics from ages ago.
Civil society activist in
Kandahar city, Abdul Wasay
Hasyal, told Pajhwok Afghan
News that no precise census
could be conducted in the province like in any other parts of
the country due security problems but statistics of credible
offices showed Kandahar’s
population more than three
million people.
Besides Kandahar’s own
population, thousands of families fleeing the conflict have
migrated to the province, he
said.
Hasyal said Kandahar was
granted its share in the national budget based on census conducted 50 years ago when the
population was 1.3 million people.
He asked the central government to allocate the budget
and services to Kandahar
based on its current population.

The Kandahar provincial
council also says the province’s population has exceeded three million people but
budget for it is allocated for
1.3 million people.
A provincial council member, Niamatullah Sherdili, said
that the Kandahar census office did not share its statistics
with the central census office
and that was the reason half of
the population of the province
was deprived of their rights.
He said information the
UN Assistance Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) shared
with them showed the province’s population was 2.1 million people five years ago.
“The population since that
time has increased to over 3
million people,” he said.
Rahmatullah Omarzai,
Kandahar statistics and information director, said they were
unable to conduct census in the
province for three years due
to the shortage of staff.
He said they used old census data showing Kandahar
population as 1.3 million people and the central office increased the figures by 2.5 per-

cent each year.
Kandahar acting governor
Abdul Hanan Munib, said that
the provincial census and information office was weak and
could not conduct a precise
population survey.
He said statistics available
with the census office were 50
years old. “This office needs
reforms which should come
soon”, he stressed.
Munib said Kandahar City
had four police districts in the
past but now it had 11 police
districts and the whole of the
province was divided into 17
administrative districts.
A large number of people
who had previously migrated
from Kandahar to other places due to the war had returned
and many more from neighboring provinces had been displaced to Kandahar, increasing the population.
Munib said the provincial
administration was trying to
share accurate census of Kandahar with the central statistics office so the budget and
services were allocated based
on the updated census.
Pajhwok
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An Outlook for Peacemaking in Afghanistan
Part II
Perhaps not a Gordian
knot, the tension between the
Taliban and Afghan government is comprehensible but
time-consuming. Pakistan has
put itself in a difficult position,
indeed.
THREE:
It is least likely that the Afghan government will collapse.
The Afghan government, political parties, the Afghan attentive and lay public(s), and the
U.S.-led coalition will almost
certainly prevent such an extremely violent situation. This
dimension is the weakest of the
three; however, it can possibly
surface if and only if, among
others, all legal security agreements are suspended, an unprecedented violence (civil war)
emerged, and the Afghan security forces obliterated. Certainly, Afghanistan is not in such a
position.
Part III: Analysis – implications and opportunities
I posited that the U.S. government is interested in ending the armed conflict and the
Taliban have no other better
option but to accept it; hence,
it is more likely to occur. How
and why? Viewed from the realist lenses, several assumptions hold. First, states are naturally driven by maximizing
their security interests and
minimizing costs. Structural
realists, including political scientist Hans M orgenthau,
would agree that states struggle to “power-balance” each
other. Let us examine carefully. While international troops
are in Afghanistan for global
security, “currently the United
Sta tes and NATO maintain
nea rly 16,000 troops in the
country, and Washington pays
an estimated $45 billion per
year to keep things running”
(Rubin, 2018). It is reasonable
to think that the United States
would certainly choose to support a comprehensive Afghanled pea ce settlement, which
integ ra tes the Ta liba n and
saves billions spent in its fight
against insurgency/terrorism
in South Asia. In fact, President
Trump’s administration is interested in just that – avoid
long wars and minimizing
costs. This is not to say that
South Asia and Afghanistan’s
place in it is not relevant to the
U.S. vital interests. Indeed, the
U.S. government has strategic
and institutional partnerships
with Afghanistan and beyond.
It is about how strategies and
policies are implemented. Reciprocally, the Taliban realizes that a political solution is
the only way forward. According to the former Taliban ambassador to Pakistan, Mullah
Zaeef, “The current conflict is
a political conflict and as such
it cannot be solved by the gun”
(Zaeef, 2010, p. 243). Despite
their sanctuaries in Pakistan,
the Afghan Taliban views their
portrayal as a violent insurgent
group discrediting and devastating to their legitimacy as a
political entity, and by implication an imbalance of political power in Afghanistan. If
viewed from the Taliban’s perspective, the prolonging of the
war is economically and politically costly. History is clear
about the fate of major insurgencies: “a study of 286 insurgencies fought between 1800
and 2005, found that 70 percent
of all insurgent groups that received external support either
won or negotiated a settlement
to the conflict” (Jones, 2018).
In fact, experts contend that the
Taliban were interested in a
peace-settlement at the outset
of the U.S invasion of Afghanistan. While the Haqqani Network (HQN) in Pakistan has
been designated (Executive
Order 13224,) as a terrorist organization by the U.S. Depart-

ment of State, the Taliban is
not.1 Moreover, Pakistan is interested in minimizing threats
(of all kinds) to its national security. The Pakistani government views its security in comparative and “relative-gain”
terms – India’s capabilities and
economy, as well as its military
aid to Afghanistan creates a
kind of security dilemma. Pakistan and India’s struggle for
power-balancing is old and new.
In fact, it is an emotional one,
too. China’s loans to Pakistan
doesn’t seem like a bla nkcheck either. Additionally, China, Russia, India, Iran, and Afghanistan’s northern neighbors fear transnational security issues, i.e., the extant of terrorist and criminal networks
that threaten their securities.
They participate if benefits are
shared. To that end, some major indicators suggest a high
likelihood of a political settlement between the group and
the U.S. government. President
Trump’s announcement of the
U.S. Strategy in Afghanistan
and South Asia (August 2018),
Pentagon’s suspension of $300
million in funding to Islamabad (NPR, 2018), and negotiations between U.S. government
and Taliban representatives in
Doha (since J uly 2018) are
some trends that shape the formation of the first scenario.
Several reasons can alter-this
future scenario. Furthermore,
the impact of a successful –
only if reached – political settlement between the Taliban
and U.S. government is multifold. First, it can lead to a possible reintegration (powersharing)of the Talibanin Afghanistan, only if the framework offered by the Afghan government is accepted and implemented; hence, Afghanistan’s
vital interests are concerned
here. Second, it can isolate and
ultimately lead to the demise
of the Haqqani Network and
their affiliates, and by implication intensify fights against
other designa ted terrorist
groups in South and Central
Asia. Look at Kashmir. Third,
it can ultimately relieve Pakistan from the financial and
sanctuary support it provided to
the Taliban for many years and
create new avenues of cooperation – much desired. Fourth, it
can ultimately intensify debates of public policies in Afghanistan – post peace agreement.
I stated that it is less likely
that a sustainable peace agreement between the Taliban and
the Afghan government (political parties included) be
reached in the next two years.
How and why? While the Afghan and Pakistan government
agreed to the “AfghanistanPakistan Action Plan for Peace
and Solidarity” – which obliges both sides to act against terrorists and insurgents threatening the other, Pakistan is yet
to escalate cooperation (Rubin,
2018). Plenty of solid evidences are on the table. First, the
Afghan government differentiates between sovereign statestate relationships with Pakistan and a political settlement
with the Afghan Taliban group.
The Afghan president firmly
stated that “the Taliban has two
options: either directly negotiate with the Afghan government; or if Pa kista n is the
group’s representative, then
the two states will negotiate”.
Second, the U.S. government
remains committed to supporting the Afghan government and
people. Look at the Enduring
Strategic Partnership Agreement and the Bilateral Security Agreement (BSA). Article 26
of the BSA states that “It
[agreement] shall remain in
force until the end of 2024 and
beyond, unless terminated by

mutua l
written
agreement…etc.”2 Even a partial withdrawal of foreign
troops from the country would
almost certainly take a long
time due to complicated and
estimative political environments. Third, the Independent
Election Commission of Afghanistan (IEC) has set the
date (July 20, 2019) for the presidential elections. 3 There are
eighteen (18) presidential candidates who have successfully
completed the requirements
and registered by the IEC. The
Taliban reject to participate in
the elections. Afghanistan’s
president has firmly rejected
the creation of an interim government; hence, the elections
will be held as scheduled.
Fourth, much like the Taliban,
Afghanistan today is different
than it was in the 1990s or 2001.
Consider the gradual evolution
of the cultural, psychological,
and political characteristics of
the Afghan society over the past
eighteen years. The opportunities for the Afghan government
and the Taliban to reach a comprehensive and sustainable
peace agreement are real; however, such an agreement requires clear and independent
thinking on both sides, observation and adherence in good
faith, and a regional and international legitimate guarantee
to oversee the implementation.
Pakistan can gain much from
cooperating with Afghanistan,
U.S. and regional countries
than defecting. Consider the
TAPI Gas Pipeline from Turkmenistan into Afghanistan…et
cetera. The impact of such a
sustainable agreement is mainly threefold: national, regional, and international. First, if a
sustainable
agreement
reached, then it would end the
eighteen years of armed conflict that has come with costs of
lives, money, and infrastructure
in Af gha nistan. It would
strengthen the national democratic institutions, vital for Afghanistan. Second, it would
enhance Afghanistan-Pakistan
relationships, all else considered. Third, it could enable the
assura nce that Afg hanistan
would not become a battlefield
for terrorists who threaten international peace and security
from the country. Fourth, it
could facilitate for future generations to explore avenues of
cooperation, innovation, and
prosperity in South Asia, and
beyond. Several reasons could
change this scenario. Lastly, I
argued that it is least likely that
the Afghan government will
collapse. Should the first two
scenarios disappear, unprecedented violence breaks out, the
BSA is terminated, and U.S.led coalition troops all withdrew without any support to the
Afghan people and government,
then the least likely scenario
could possibly become the most
likely one.
Part IV: Key policy
descriptions a nd the role of
youth
While conflicts (of all
kinds) form an inevitable part
of mankind history, violence is
not the only means to political
power (a contested concept).
Almost four decades have
passed since the Soviet troops’
withdrawal from Afghanistan;
and two decades since the Taliban Emirate ousted. Afghanistan and Pakistan have struggled to establish peaceful relationships. At the core of the
problematic relationship lies a
kind of miscommunication
about how the two states perceive their own and each other’s national interests. Pakistan’s foreign policy has seemingly shifted between bandwagging and balancing through
support for proxy groups over
decades. This is exemplified by

Pakistan’s siding with the United States, through an asymmetric warfare, against the Soviet
Union in 1970s – containment
by force in Afghanistan. However, it is hardly surprising that
at times Pakistan has cozied up
to China and Russia. Conversely, Afghanistan has remained
neutral (difficult, indeed) between major powers throughout its political history. Consider the geopolitical competition between Soviet Union and
Brita in in the 19 th century,
WWI, WWII, and during and in
post-Cold War era. The important question before Afghan
leaders is: how to expand on
Afghanistan’s foreign policy to
win peace; while keeping Afghanistan’s neutrality? Or
possibly refashioning it?
There are no easy answers.
However, the past provides helpful questions: how did/do we
define national security? How
do we defeat – for lack of a better term – terrorism collectively? Are Afghans safe(r) today,
or next year(s)? More importantly, while avoiding questions about emerging threats
associated with Artificial Intelligence (AI), how can a peace
agreement by the Taliban alone
guarantee the absence of terrorism-threats from (or to) Afghanistan? Alternatively, could/
would a successful intra-Afghan peace agreement (including the Taliban) in partnership
with the United States significantly minimize the likelihood
of future hard security threats
from and/or to Afghanistan? The
policy descriptions here are old
and new.
Pakistan and Afghanistan
are sovereign neighbors. The
two countries have geographic,
cultural, economic, and political relationships. Asia’s vitality stem from the geostrategic
location of Afghanistan. Afghanistan plays a vital conduit
role in South and Central Asia.
Asia is arguably in the process
of becoming the global economic powerhouse (by 2035, global
trends/estimates). The causes
of global power diffusion in the
21 st century need not be conflated with an assumption and irrational fear about a rise of
“anarchy”. In fact, scientific
innovation, tra de, ana lytic
transactions, regional and international partnerships in the
realms of security and trade
remain steadfast. Look at the
major initiatives of the Government of Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in the realm of regional economic integration
and interconnectivity initiatives over the past four years.
Yet it is equally accurate that
terrorism is a threat to all nation-states. Transnationa l
criminal organizations (TCOs)
challenge and attempt to erode
states’ sovereignties. Examples
include Asia(s), and North and
South Americas. Pakistan, a
nuclear state, is not immune
transnational security problems. Afghanistan and Pakistan
can cooperate across the board
to minimize existing and
emerging threats to their securities. Pakistan and Afghanistan can prosper in areas of
trade, security and diplomacythrough actionable cooperation. China and India can jointly invest in areas of communication, transportation (airand
land),and education in Afghanistan without excluding Pakistan. Regional organizations
may advance the agenda and
framework for Asia’s economic integration as well as cooperative deterrence against terrorism and transnational criminal
organizations. Indeed, states
are the key actors of this process.

Pakistan’s
water crisis not
India’s fault

THE Indus Waters Treaty,
signed by India and Pakistan
in 1960, mandates the commissions of both countries to inspect sites and works on both
sides of the Indus basin in a
block of five years. Honouring
this obligation, a Pakistani
delegation recently visited the
Chenab river basin in Jammu
and Kashmir for an inspection. Since the signing of the
treaty, 118 such tours on both
sides have been undertaken.
The last tours of the commissions in Pakistan and India
were conducted in July 2013
and September 2014, respectively. The current five-year
block ends in March 2020.
During the bilateral talks
on the treaty in Lahore in August last year, India, rejecting
Pakistan’s objections to the
construction of the Pakal Dul
and Lower Kalnai hydroelectric power projects (HEPs) on
the Chenab river, had invited
Pakistani experts to visit the
sites to address their con-

way and intake crest elevation.
India, however, has rejected such assertions, stating
that the projects were being
built in adherence to the parameters laid down in the treaty. As against 3.6 MAF (million acre ft) which India can
store on the western rivers,
the total storage capacity created so far is a mere 0.5 MAF.
Pakal Dul is a storage project
with a capacity of 88,000 acre
ft, but this is within the permissible limit of storage of 0.6
MAF on the tributaries of the
Chenab. The gross storage
capacity of Lower Kalnai
(1,508 acre ft) is so small that
it has negligible downstream
impact on Pakistan. Other design differences are small and
not of much significance with
respect to downstream impacts.
Water is becoming an existential issue for Pakistan.
The country is facing a grim
situation regarding its fastdepleting fresh water resourc-

India’s generosity in the sharing of the Indus river waters,
Pakistan has consistently
adopted an obstructionist
strategy since 1977, raising
issues regarding run-of-river
projects under construction
on the western rivers by India.
Such an attitude has not
only stressed the treaty itself,
but also has had a considerable negative impact on the
economic progress of Jammu
and Kashmir. The state, even
though being upper riparian,
exploits merely one-seventh of
its hydel power potential. India, at present, irrigates 0.8
million acres area against the
limitation imposed on the extent of area to be irrigated
(1.32 million acres) with the
waters of the western rivers.
The annual energy loss suffered by Jammu and Kashmir
is 60,000 million units; evaluated at the rate of Rs 2 per
unit, it is approximately Rs
12,000 crore. These restrictions have, therefore, imposed

cerns regarding the impact on
the flow of water into their
country. The Pakul Dul
project (1,000 MW, ultimately 1,500 MW) is located on the
Marusadar river, a major
right-bank tributary of the
Chenab Main, in Doda district.
The confluence of the Marusadar and Chenab is 225 km
upstream of the Marala headworks and 76 km from the
Baglihar HEP. A concretefaced rock fill dam with a
height of 167 metres is being
constructed at a cost of Rs
8,110 crore. Pakul Dul will not
only be the largest hydroelectric power project in Jammu
and Kashmir, but will also
have the first storage unit.
Also, subsequent to its commissioning, Jammu and Kashmir will get 12 per cent free
power after 10 years.
The Lower Kalnai HEP is
located on the left-bank tributary of the Chenab, about 19
km downstream of Dulhasti
HEP and 180 km upstream of
the boundary between Pakistan and India. A concrete gravity dam with a height of 34
metres is proposed to be constructed with an installed capacity of 48 MW. Pakistan has
raised technical issues, alleging that the design parameters
constitute a violation of the
restrictions imposed as per
the treaty. Pakistan has objected to the designs of the projects
— freeboard, pondage, spill-

es. Pakistan has been attributing its problems of water
scarcity to Indian action of
constructing hydel projects on
the western rivers. In Pakistan’s perception, the construction of dams by India
could lower the quantity of
water in these rivers.
However, their water-related problems need to be attributed to Pakistan having drawn
limited benefit of India’s benevolence, despite the fact that
it has been receiving more
than its authorised share.
Projects being undertaken by
India are in tune with the provisions of the treaty. In 1950,
the water available per capita
annually was 5,500 cubic metres when the population of the
erstwhile West Pakistan was
33 million; at present, it is
down to 850 cubic metres annually, while the population
has increased to 210 million.
The overall quantity of water
flowing in the western rivers
to Pakistan remains approximately the same. As per a recent report, Pakistan is receiving about 154 MAF of water
annually against an authorisation of 136 MAF.
As far as India is concerned, the Kashmir dispute
and the water dispute are inextricably intertwined. Pakistan’s attempts over the years
to annex Kashmir can be seen
in the context of attempts to
ensure water security. Despite

a loss in terms of development
of industry, power and agriculture equal to around Rs 40,000
crore annually.
The World Economic Forum rates the water crisis as
the biggest risk in Pakistan,
with terrorist attacks third on
the list. Pakistan is facing the
crisis due to poor management
and anticipated reduction in
intake through the nine transborder rivers from Afghanistan and in the Indus river
from China. The reduction in
discharge is the result of construction of hydel power
projects with storage facilities
by Afghanistan and China.
Shortage of water in Pakistan,
thus, has very little to do with
the non-adherence of the provisions of the treaty by India.
As such, its allegation that
India is trying to usurp its
share of water by constructing hydel power plants on the
western rivers is not based on
facts. A recent report of the
World Bank puts into perspective the massive wastage of
water in Pakistan. Water
worth $25 billion flows into
the sea annually. As per the
report, agriculture, which
consumes more than 80 per
cent of water, contributes less
than 5 per cent of the GDP.
Pakistan needs to initiate necessary action on its own to
improve the water availability
to overcome the crisis.
Tribuneindia
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Haiti protests demanding President
Moise’s resignation enter fourth day
Hundreds of protesters
turned out in the Haitian capital, Port-au-Prince, Sunday for
a fourth day of demonstrations
demanding the resignation of
President Jovenel Moise.
“This makes four days
that people have been on the

senior UN official, the ambassadors of France, Germany,
Brazil, Canada, and the United States, and representatives
of Spain, the EU and the Organization of American States -called on Haiti’s politicians to
enter dialog over the crisis, la-

streets and the president isn’t
saying anything. That proves
that he’s incompetent,” said
protester Louis-Paul Vlanel,
as a barricade of tires burned
nearby.
The protest came as The
Core Group -- composed of a

menting the loss of life and
damage caused by the protests.
A 14-year-old boy was
killed and another young man
was shot and wounded on the
sidelines of a spontaneous
protest in central Port au

Thailand to
free Bahraini
refugee footballer Hakeem
al-Araibi
Thailand will free a refugee Bahraini footballer, arrested more than two months ago
after Bahrain abandoned its bid
to seek his extradition, a prosecutor in the case has said.
Monday's decision comes
after the 25-year-old footballer
Hakeem al-Araibi was jailed
for weeks in Bangkok's Klong
Prem Remand Prison.
Bahrain wa nted him returned to serve a 10-year prison sentence he received in absentia in 2014 for an arson attack that damaged a police station. Al-Araibi denies those
charges.
Don't send me to Bahrain!':
Hakeem al-Araibi fights extradition
"Please don't send me to
Bahrain," the footballer was
heard shouting while walking
barefoot towards Thailand's
criminal court on February 4
to fight back Bahrain's request
of extradition.
Al-Araibi, who fled Bahrain
in 2014 and received refugee
status in Australia, was arrested in November at a Bangkok
airport while on his honeymoon following an Interpol
notice issued at Bahrain's request.
However, Bahrain's withdrawal of the request led a Thai
court to approve a motion by
prosecutors to drop the case
aga inst the footba ller, said
Chatchom Akapin, an official
in the Thai attorney general's
office.
"The court will now issue
an order to release Mr Hakeem
from ja il today," said
Chatchom, the director-general of the international affairs
department.
"There are no grounds to
hold him any more. It is his
right to decide where he will
go next. He is a free man."
It wa s not immediately
clear when Bahrain withdrew
its extradition request. Thailand's Ministry of Foreign Affairs said it had no comment to
offer on the case. Aljazeera

Prince on Saturday.
Police said at least two people were killed Thursday as
thousands across the country
protested following a call to
action from opposition groups.
In a sign of the worsening
crisis, several mayors canceled March 3-5 festivities in
the run-up to the country's
annual carnival.
Faced with extreme poverty and 15-percent inflation
over the past two years, Haitians were infuriated by a report calling out more than a
dozen former ministers and
senior officials for economic
mismanagement and possible
misappropriation of development funds loaned to the country from Venezuela since
2008.
The report also named a
company that was then headed
by Moise as a beneficiary of
funds from a road construction
project that never had a signed
contract.
Presstv

Iranians rally to support Islamic Revolution
on 40th anniversary
Millions of Iranians from
all backgrounds have taken to
the streets around the country
to celebrate the 40th anniversary of the Islamic Revolution
at a time of intensified US-led
pressure.
Today marks the climax of
the Ten-Day Dawn commemorating the period between Februa ry 1, 1 97 9 when Ima m
Khomeini returned from exile

and the anniversary of the Revolution that ended 2,500 years
of monarchical rule in Iran.
Every year on this day, the
nation turns out in droves to
highlight support for the Revolution which replaced the USbacked regime with an Islamic
Republic.
Demonstrators in many cities have braved the cold weather as they descended on main
crossroads to renew their allegiance to the country's Islamic
principles at a time of rising
economic and political pressure.
Last year, the United States
unilaterally abandoned an international nuclear pact with
Iran and reimposed its toughest sanctions ever, in a move
which is viewed as a regime
change attempt against the Islamic Republic.
US National Security Adviser John Bolton had said the
outcome of the country's policy review should be to determine that Iran's Revolution
would not last until its 40th
birthday. "And that’s why, before 2019, we here will cele-

brate in Tehran!” he had told a
convention of the terrorist
MKO group in Paris in 2017.
Hundreds of thousands of
people have headed to the iconic Azadi (Freedom) Square in
Tehran amid chants of "Death
to America," where President
Hassan Rouhani is due to deliver a speech to the nation.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali

Khamenei is expected to make
an "important" address in the
coming days, media reports said
on Sunday.
He is set to publish "a detailed statement explaining the
'second step' of the progress of
the Islamic Revolution," the
website of the Leader said.
Ayatollah Khamenei said
on Friday the Iranian nation
will keep chanting "Death to
America" as long as the United States remains evil.
Leader of the Islamic Revolution Ayatollah Seyyed Ali
Khamenei has described the
US as “the embodiment of evil
and violence” whose existence
depends on encroachment.
“The US is the embodiment
of evil, but still complains why
you chant ‘Death to America’,”
the Leader said, referring to
President Donald Trump's remarks last week.
Trump said Iran "chants
death to America and threatens
genocide a gainst the Jewish
people," adding "We will not
avert our eyes from" the Islamic Republic.
Presstv

Melbourne, Australia –
Members of the Uighur Muslim community in Australia
are renewing calls for action
from the government amid reports that a number of Australian permanent residents are
effectively trapped in China's
Xinjiang province.
The Guardian reported on
Monday that at least 17 Aus-

tralian residents are being held
under house arrest, in prison
or detained in so-called "reeducation" centres in the far
western region of Xinjiang, also
referred to by some Uighurs as
East Turkistan.
They are thought to have
been detained while on trips to
visit rela tives in China and
some have fa mily members

who are Australian citizens.
"As soon a s they arrive,
their passport is taken away
because they're holding a Chinese passport, even though they
have permanent residency,"
Nurgul Sawut, the Uighur-Australian activist who provided
The Guardian with the details
of the 1 7 affected, told Al
Jazeera.
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"We're not only talking
about the 17 people back in
Xinjiang. We're talking about
their direct family members
here in Australia. There are 17
families whose lives are destroyed. They can't continue
with their work. Their mental
health is deteriorating," she
said.
Aljazeera
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Poland in multi-million deal with
US to buy artillery rocket systems

Poland says it is set to purchase artillery rocket systems
worth $414 million from the
United States as the two NATO
allies seek closer military ties
amid tensions with Russia.
The deal, which is due to
be inked on Wednesday, will
“significantly increase Poland’s army’s capacities,” Defense
M inister
Mariusz
Blaszczak said on Sunday, adding that delivery of the mobile
rocket launchers was expected
by 2023.
The High Mobility Artillery Rocket System (HIMARS)
-- manufactured by US weapons giant Lockheed Martin -can launch six guided rockets
with a range of 70 kilometers,
or a single missile with a 300kilometer range.
The sa le of 20 HIMARS
launchers and related equipment to Poland had been approved by the US State Department and Congress in November 2018.
In March last year, Warsaw
already signed a $4.75 billion
contract to purchase a US-made
Patriot anti-missile system.
An analyst says there is no
need for a permanent US military base in Poland because
basically there is no threat
posed by Russia.
Poland has long hosted military forces from the US and
other members of the NATO
military alliance on a rotational basis. The right-wing administration in Warsaw has also
been pushing for Washington
to open a permanent military
base on its soil as a “deterrent”
against Russia.
NATO has runs a “counterespionage” hub in Poland amid
tensions with Russia, which
broke out after Crimea voted
in a referendum to separate
from Ukraine and rejoin the
Russian Federations in 2014
amid a political conflict with
Kiev.
The US-led alliance has
since bolstered presence in
Eastern Europe at the Russian
doorsteps, raising security concerns in Moscow.
America's announced withdrawal from the IntermediateRange Nuclear Forces Treaty
(INF) with Russia will fuel nuclear proliferation, says an analyst.
Presstv

UN says grain stores in Yemen’s
Hodeidah ‘at risk of rotting’
The UN special envoy to
Yemen on Monday said the urgency of accessing grain stores
trapped in a frontline position
in the port city of Hodeidah
was increasing as the food was
“at risk of rotting”.
The World Food Programme grain stores at the
Red Sea Mills are enough to
feed 3.7 million people for a
month and have been inaccessible for more than five
months, Martin Griffiths said.
The militias had shelled
grain mills a nd silos last
month where wheat is stored
using a number of missiles,
and causing severe damage, a
Yemeni military source had
said.

According to the official Yemeni news agency, the militias
targeted the mills in order to
prevent a visit, which was
scheduled by the United Nations, and to obstruct the agreement made to facilitate the distribution of relief materials to
Sanaa and the coastal strip.
The UN is pushing for the
implementation of a ceasefire
and troop withdrawal from Hodeidah, the main entry point
for most of Yemen’s imports,
agreed in December in Sweden.
Accessing the 51,000 tons of
UN wheat and milling equipment at the frontline flashpoint
is a key aim of ongoing peace
talks.

Griffiths said he was encouraged by the recent engagement of all sides in talks
to find a way of accessing the
mills.
“We emphasize that ensuring access to the mills is a
shared responsibility among
the parties to the conflict in
Yemen. With safe, unfettered
and sustained access, the United Nations can make this urgently needed food available
to people in need,” the statement said.
In January, the WFP had
accused the Houthis of stealing food aid meant for starving Yemenis.
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Myanmar forces violating human
rights in Rakhine unrest: Amnesty
M ya nmar's military is
shelling villages and preventing civilians from getting food
and humanitarian help, amid
an intensifying crackdown on
the rebel Arakan Army in the
restive northwestern state of
Rakhine that has pushed thousands from their homes, Amnesty International has said.
The human rights group
said on Monday its investigations also found that the security forces had used vague and
repressive laws to detain civilians in its battle against the

Arakan Army, an ethnic Rakhine group that is fighting for
more autonomy.
"These latest operations
are yet another reminder that
the Myanmar military operates without any regard for
human rights," Tirana Hassan,
Amnesty's director of crisis response, said in a statement.
"Shelling inhabited villa ges
and withholding food supplies
is unjustifiable under any circumstances." Fig hting between the military and Arakan
Army intensified in January

after the rebels attacked a police post leaving 13 officers
dead. The military responded
by deploying more troops to the
region, the site of a massive
crackdown on the Rohingya
Muslim minority in 2017, in an
attempt to "crush" the fighters. The United Nations says
some 5,200 people had been
forced from their homes at January 28, as a result of the conflict. There was no immediate
response from the Myanmar
authorities to Amnesty's report.
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