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Houthi piracy of
ships off Yemen
coast was planned
by Iran's IRGC:
Arab Coalition
The Arab Coalition said on
Saturday that the Iran-backed
Houthis continue to violate international navigation in the Red
Sea, stressing that the ships that
were subjected to Houthi piracy attacks were planned by the
Iranian Revolutionary Guards,
presenting a set of evidence including photos and videos.
The coalition added in a
press briefing headed by the
Arab Coalition spokesman Brig.
Gen. Turki al-Maliki on Saturday, that the militia violated international laws with piracy and
kidnappings in international
waters
Al-Maliki said the Houthis
launched 432 ballistic missiles
from Yemen’s Hodeida port, in
addition to 100 booby-trapped
boats to target navigation in the
Red Sea.
He said the Arab Coalition
had reported 13 violations
against commercial ships by
Houthi militia from Hodeida,
pointing to the destruction of
dozens of mines planted by the
militia in the Red Sea.
Meanwhile, the coalition reported that the militia planned
to attack and hijack the Emiratiflagged Rawabi ship in international waters, adding that the
ship was carrying aid for those
affected by the cyclones on the
island of Socotra.
The Arab Coalition said that
the Houthis attacked the oil
tanker Rabigh 3 in the south of
the Red Sea, and targeted the
Saudi oil tanker Abqaiq in the
Red Sea as well.
Al-Maliki said the Houthi
violations represent the Iranian
threats to international navigation. Alarabiya

More powerful than the Hubble Space Telescope, the $10bn
Webb will scan the cosmos for
light streaming from the first stars
and galaxies formed 13.7 billion
years ago. To accomplish this,
NASA had to outfit Webb with
the biggest and most sensitive
mirror ever launched – its “golden
eye”, as scientists call it.
Because the telescope was too
large to fit into a rocket’s nose cone
in its operational configuration, it
was transported folded-up.
Unfurling has been a complex
and challenging task – the most
daunting such project ever attempted, according to NASA.
The Webb blasted off in an
Ariane 5 rocket from French Guiana on December 25, and is heading to its orbital point, 1.5 million
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km (1 million miles) from Earth.
Though Webb will reach its
space destination, known as the
second Lagrange point, in a matter of weeks, it still has about another five and a half months of
setup to go.
The next steps include aligning the telescope’s optics, and calibrating its scientific instruments.
Flight controllers in Baltimore
began opening the primary mirror
on Friday, unfolding the left side
like a drop-leaf table.
This mirror is made of beryllium, a lightweight yet sturdy and
cold-resistant metal. Each of its
18 segments is coated with an ultrathin layer of gold, highly reflective of infrared light. The hexagonal, coffee table-size segments
must be adjusted in the days and

weeks ahead so they can focus as
one on stars, galaxies and alien
worlds that might hold atmospheric signs of life.
The sun-shield will be permanently positioned between the
telescope and the Sun, Earth and
Moon, with the Sun-facing side
built to withstand 110 degrees
Celsius (230 degrees Fahrenheit).
Visible and ultraviolet light
emitted by the very first luminous
objects has been stretched by the
universe’s expansion, and arrives
today in the form of infrared,
which Webb is equipped to detect
with unprecedented clarity. Its
infrared technology will give astronomers new insight into the
earliest epoch of the universe.
If all continues to go well, science observations will begin this
summer. Astronomers hope to
peer back to within 100 million
years of the universe-forming Big
Bang, closer than Hubble has
achieved.
Its mission also includes the
study of distant planets to determine their origin, evolution, and
habitability.
The NASA telescope blog
said Saturday’s procedure was
“the last of the major deployments on the observatory”.
“Its completion will set the
stage for the remaining five and a
half months of commissioning,
which consist of settling into stable operating temperature, aligning the mirrors, and calibrating the
science instruments.”
Aljazeera

Pakistan snow: Deadly weather
traps hundreds of drivers
At least 21 people have died
after heavy snow trapped them
in their vehicles in northern Pakistan.
As many as 1,000 vehicles
became stranded as would-be tourists reportedly rushed to view the
winter snowfall in the hilltop town
of Murree.
A policeman, his wife and
their six children, as well as another family-of-five, are among
the dead, according to local emergency services Rescue 1122.
The military says it has rescued more than 300 people stranded by the snow.
An army spokesperson added that military engineers and
troops had also started to clear
roads leading to Murree.
Interior Minister Sheikh Rashid said the crisis had been caused
by the number of people travelling to the area, north of the capital Islamabad. More than 100,000
cars had arrived in the colonial-

2

01

James Webb Telescope fully
deployed in space

The James Webb Space Telescope has completed its twoweek-long deployment phase,
unfolding its huge, gold-plated,
flower-shaped mirror panel as it
readies to study every phase of
cosmic history.
Engineering teams cheered
back at the Space Telescope Science Institute in Baltimore, Maryland as NASA announced on Twitter that the final portion of the
6.5-metre (21-foot) mirror was
deployed.
“I’m emotional about it –
what an amazing milestone,” Thomas Zurbuchen, a senior NASA
engineer, said during the live video feed on Saturday as stargazers
worldwide celebrated.
“We see that beautiful pattern
out there in the sky now.”
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era town in recent days, with social media in Pakistan flooded with
pictures of people enjoying the
snow.
But by Friday, local media reported that tourists were getting
stranded. On Saturday, the heavy
snow and increase in vehicles
prompted authorities to declare
the region a disaster zone.
Pictures and video on social
media show cars trapped bumper
to bumper, snow piled onto their
roofs. At least 21 people have
died, including 10 children, according to emergency services.
Police said at least six had frozen
to death in their cars. Asphyxiation after inhaling fumes has been
given as a possible reason for the
others. Rescue workers help people escape from their carsImage
source, Getty Images
"People are facing a terrible
situation," Usman Abbasi, a tourist stuck in the town where heavy
snow was still falling, told AFP

news agency by phone.
"It's not only the tourists, but
the local population is also facing
severe problems," he added, saying there were gas and water
shortages.
Locals have provided blankets and food to the trapped,
while those who could make it up
to the town - which sits at 2,300
metres (7,500 feet) above sea level - have been given shelter in government and school buildings.
Prime Minister Imran Khan
expressed shock over the "tragic
deaths" of the tourists, noting how
the snowfall and the "rush of
[people] proceeding without
checking weather conditions
caught district admin unprepared". "Have ordered inquiry and
putting in place strong regulations
to ensure prevention of such tragedies," Mr Khan said in a tweet.
Murree was built by the British in the 19th century as a medical base for its colonial troops.
BBC

Keeping the city clean everyone's responsibility

Wall of rock collapses on
Brazil’s Furnas lake, kills seven
At least seven people have
died and nine were seriously injured when a wall of rock collapsed
on to boats carrying tourists on a
lake in southeastern Brazil.
Videos of Saturday’s incident
showed tourists shouting as a column of rock came crashing down,
smashing several leisure boats and
sending a huge wave over the lake
at Capitolio in Minas Gerais state.
Rescue teams including a dive
squad and members of the Brazilian Navy rushed to Furnas Lake.
The latest official toll is “seven dead and three missing”, said

Pedro Aihara, spokesman for Minas Gerais firefighters.
Another 32 were wounded,
including nine who had to be hospitalized, authorities said.
The people hurt in the accident had broken bones and one
was in serious condition in hospital with head and facial injuries.
Furnas Lake, which was created in 1958 for the installation of
a hydroelectric plant, is a popular
tourist attraction in the area roughly 420 kilometers (260 miles)
north of Sao Paulo.
Officials in Capitolio, which

Jailed Iranian writer
Baktash Abtin dies after
contracting COVID
Tehran, Iran – Iranian poet
and filmmaker Baktash Abtin,
who had been jailed on security
charges, has passed away in a
hospital in Tehran after contracting COVID-19 in detention.
The 48-year-old was transferred to a hospital from the Evin
Prison in mid-December and was
placed in a medically induced
coma a week before his death on
Saturday in an attempt to help
him recover from a severe case of
the coronavirus.
Rights groups claimed authorities wasted time in offering him
medical assistance when he first
started showing symptoms of the
disease more than a month ago.
In a joint letter published on
Friday, PEN America and 18 other non-government organisations
had asked Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei to provide
him with the best medical care,
and to also refrain from summoning political prisoners to serve
sentences while conditions in Iranian prisons are unsafe.
Abtin, a board member of the
Iranian Writers’ Association, was
called to serve his sentence in September 2020 along with fellow
members Reza Khandan Mahabadi and Keyvan Bajan.
PEN America had in October

jointly awarded the three writers
the 2021 PEN/Barbey Freedom to
Write Award.
In a statement following Abtin’s passing, the organisation in
charge of Tehran’s prisons said the
writer was serving a five-year sentence for “propaganda against national security”.
The organisation said he was
in the hospital for 35 days, during
which time judicial officials decided to grant him temporary reprieve from prison, but the doctors were unable to save him.
Tens of thousands of posts
about Abtin flooded Twitter and
other social media platforms within hours of his death.
One image accompanying the
many posts shows his ankles
chained to a hospital bed as he is
reading in a blue prison uniform.
Another shows him in a coma,
with breathing tubes and other
equipment keeping him alive.
COVID-19 deaths and hospitalisations in Iran have significantly subsided in recent weeks on the
back of a nationwide vaccination
campaign, but authorities warn
that the threat of the Omicron
variant is on the rise. Iranian prisons have also suffered outbreaks
during the pandemic.
Aljazeea

has about 8,400 residents, say the
town can see around 5,000 visitors on a weekend, and up to
30,000 on holidays.
Officials suggested the rock
face coming loose could have been
related to heavy rains recently that
caused flooding in the state and
forced almost 17,000 people out
of their homes.
On Saturday, a dike overflowed at an iron ore mine 300
kilometers to the east, cutting off
a major federal highway.
Aljazeera

Saudi Arabia
COVID-19 daily
figures decrease,
3,068 new cases
recorded in 24
hours

Saudi Arabia recorded 3,068
new COVID-19 cases over the
past 24 hours, the Ministry of
Health announced on Saturday, a
day after it reported 3,575 new
infections in a single day since July
2020.
The ministry added that the
death toll has reached 8,892 as of
January 8 after two new coronavirus-related deaths were recorded,
while a total of 545,771 patients
have recovered, with 793 recoveries registered in the last 24
hours.
The Kingdom’s health authorities have administered over 52
million vaccine doses as of January 8, reaching 52,305,327, according to the health ministry.
Health authorities recently
updated recovery periods for
those who test positive for the
virus. For vaccinated individuals,
the recovery period has been reduced to seven days while the
unvaccinated recovery period is
10 days.
Alarabiya

