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Food for thought
Hijab has direct link to morality of individuals
in society.

Afghanistan seeking political
solution to Kazakh unrests
Almost after three decades of independence, since the dissolution
of the former Soviet Union, Kazakhstan, for the first time, is engulfed
in the worst street protests, which reportedly killed dozens and wounded as many.
Some government buildings were set ablaze, after angry protesters
took to the streets in southeastern oil town of Zhanaozen allegedly
over sharp rise in gas prices.
The protests quickly spread countrywide including Nur-Sultan and
Almaty, the country’s economic capital.
Violent incidents took place in the country, after thousands of protesters stormed government buildings and set them on fire.
Scores, including security personnel and protesters have been reportedly killed and hundreds wounded, after the protesters and the
police officials clashed with each other.
The entire government was dismissed, state of emergency declared
in several areas and the capital Almaty was announced with nighttime
curfew in the country, one of the five Central Asian republics with by
far largest and wealthiest country.
Since Kazakhstan is one of the key economic allies of Afghanistan, the IEA has the right to be concerned by any abnormalities or
political development therein.
No matter what is the reason behind the violent protests, as this is
an internal issue of that country as the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
has time and again announced it was not intended to middle in other
countries’ internal affairs nor allow others to interfere in its internal
affairs.
Moreover, the Kazakh leadership can overcome any of its internal
issues with wise plan. But for the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, this
is the most important that how the Central Asian country with rich
natural gas, uranium and precious metals, can affect the normality of
friendship and economic relation with Afghanistan.
Afghanistan terms political stability vital for economic prosperity
of the Kazakh nation and its positive impact on the current economic
situation of the Afghan people.
The country’s ministry of foreign affairs has expressed deep concern over the recent turmoil and violent incidents, with the spokesman Abdul Qahar Balkhi saying: “Afghan government was closely
monitoring situation in Kazakhstan and was deeply concerned over
recent political turmoil and incidents of violence in the neighboring
country and a trade-partner.”
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan urges both the Kazakh government and the protesters to resolve their issues through talks and help
peace and stability return in the peace-loving nation.

KABUL: Security forces of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
have recently stopped Pakistan
fencing program along Durand
Line. In a recent measure, the Pakistan fencing program has not
been allowed in Gushta district of
Afghanistan’s eastern Nangarhar
province.
Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MoFA) has recently
declared that a range of incidents
have occurred recently along Durand Line between Afghanistan
and Pakistan and it is required for
both sides to resolve the tension
through negotiations.
Meanwhile, spokesperson to
Afghanistan Ministry of Defense
(MoD) Enayatullah Khwarzami
has recently touched the recent
challenges along Durand Line and
said that Pakistan does not have
the right to go ahead with fencing
along the line, considering the Pakistan step as inappropriate and
against the law.
On the other side, a spokesperson to Pakistan army Babur
Iftikhar said that the fencing program was necessary for the better
security of the people on both
sides and better trade between the
two countries.
In a news briefing in Pakistan,
Babur considered security situation in the country’s western border lines as challenging but said
that the border lines between the
two countries had their strategic
dynamics.
According to the Pakistan
Express Tribune, the spokesperson of the Pakistan army by pointing to military operation in North
Waziristan launched for maintaining security along the Durand Line
has said the fencing program was
started following the military op-

eration in the region, assuring of
ending the process along the line.
Asif Durani, former deputy
ambassador of Pakistan in Kabul
has said that the people of both
sides of the Durand Line have the
same religion and language and it’s
a border and recent tensions along
the line should not separate the
people.
Previously, Pakistani officials
had said that the country has offered Kabul that a joint delegation
from both sides should be formed
to review and find ways for solution of recent tensions along the
Durand Line.
It is expected that all misunderstanding created along the Durand Line will be discussed in a
meeting between the two sides. It
is hoped that holding meetings on
fencing along the line will give results and all the sides will act upon
decisions if made in the meetings.
Therefore, through diplomatic
channels and holding valuable
meetings the ongoing tension along
the Durand Line can be resolved.
The Pakistan army has been
fencing the Durand Line and installing security posts along the
line for the past five years. The
length of the Durand Line is nearly 2,500km. Nevertheless, reactions to Pakistan army’s decision
on fending the Durand Line have
been always serious. For example, the footages showing recent
alleged destruction of the fencing
by the Islamic Emirate forces in
Kunar, Nangarhar and Kandahar
has been widely circulated in social media.
Pakistan started on fencing
the Durand Line in summer 2017.
It is said that nearly 90 percent of
the fending program has been
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completed so far. The previous
government of Afghanistan was
also against the program as Afghanistan has not recognized the
line as international border with
Pakistan. Currently, the Islamic
Emirate forces have been deployed
along the Durand Line, while the
Pakistani forces are also present

along the line.
Afghanistan is a landlocked
country bordering with six countries and it’s the Afghan forces of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
who are currently deployed to
oversee the country’s borders and
defend the country’s territorial
integrity. Zarrabi

Letter to the Editor!

In the name of Allah.
First of all, I would like to
congratulate the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan on taking over the
government and expelling the foreign troops out of Afghanistan.
Dear Sir,
I am writing to draw your attention to one of the most vulnerable parts of our society that has
spent whole life serving the government and public.
After providing aids to internally displaced people and those
who have lost their breadwinners,
the retired employees of government deserve the most to be provided aids. If not, they should be
at least given their pension. Being
the only breadwinners of the families, these retired individuals do
not have any other privilege or
source of income.
Likewise, the pension of retired employees of several minis-

tries, particularly Ministry of Information and Culture is inadequate. The increasing prices of
daily commodities, with one or
two patients at home and other
expenses are the burdens the poor
retired persons are struggling with.
On behalf of all these individuals with common problem, the
organs concerned are requested to
timely pay their pensions as they
have been physically and psychologically affected by the current
troubling situation.
In addition, they deserve the
humanitarian assistance. It would
be better to consider them in the
aids donated to the needy people
of the country. This kind attention would be most appreciated
by these retired individuals.
Regards,
A retired employee of Ministry of Information and Culture

