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Editorial
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Meritocracy should be considered in
government institutions
Amir-ul-Muminin (The Supreme Leader) of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) Mullah
Habbatullah Akhundzada have recently met with a number of local
officials in Kandahar. Officer of
governor of Kandahar has reported that The Supreme Leader of
the IEA has instructed all officials
of the government for continued
consultation with religious scholars and well-treatment with the
people.
The Supreme Leader of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has
said that people should be appointed based on meritocracy and
pious in government institutions
and the employees should avoid
holding election in government

institutions, asking all officials of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
to avoid accepting gifts from the
people. He has also said that the
government officials should not
hide themselves from the people
and should always ask for their
opinions.
Although meritocracy was insisted by previous governments
to be considered as principle in
government institutions, it was not
considered in most government
and non-government institutions
and experienced and well-qualified
figures were appointed to do the
job well; therefore, government
officials were weak in expending
both ordinary and development
budgets.

Meanwhile, Kabul residents
have praised recent speech of The
Supreme Leader of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan which
were mostly insisting on consideration of the meritocracy principle in government institutions.
The people also consider meritocracy as key principle in government institutions as it is key towards better future of Afghanistan.
“Observing the principle of
meritocracy in appointment of
high-ranking officials as well as
low-ranking government employees is one of the most serious expectations of the people of Afghanistan from the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan,” said Robina

What aids coming to Afghanistan
from the international community?

More needed to stabilize
national currency
The country’s national currency, Afghani, is regaining its stability,
after worrying steep against U.S. dollar over the past few weeks.
The unprecedented drop in Afghani’s value affected all edible items
and fuel prices all over the country, which has become unaffordable
for ordinary citizen, especially as harsh winter has arrived.
Aid supplies from the international community, including some
neighboring countries (however highly welcomed by the Afghan nation), did nothing to avoid the sky-rocketing food prices.
But, soon after receiving order from the office of the deputy prime
minister of the Islamic Emirate on economic affairs, Da Afghanistan
Bank (DAB), the country’s central bank stepped up to hold an extraordinary meeting to address the problem of sharp rise in U.S. dollar value against local currency and control the prices of foodstuff
and fuel.
Following the stunning spike in U.S. dollar price, the meeting resolved that all transactions with foreign currencies would be forbidden.
Following the economic meeting, Saray-e-Shahzada, the country’s
capital Kabul’s main money exchange center was temporary closed
and money vending along some streets were prevented.
The meeting, highly helping the U.S. dollar price to come under
control, laid positive impacts on the whole prices, including edible
and non-edible items.
A U.S. dollar is now being exchanged for afghani 95, while it was
traded for around 130, last week, a rapid surge that concerned both
the people and the government.
The prices of flour, rice, cooking oil etc. are now slightly reasonable.
But the most important step to put an enduring end to the current
monetary problem, all Afghanistan’s frozen assets should be released
besides recognition of the Afghan government and continuation of
international humanitarian aids and resumption of all foreign political
and economic missions in the country.
If the world wants to truly cooperate with Afghanistan to reach a
stable, sustainable and powerful economy, it should help it invest in
mining and the exploitation of its abundant underground treasures,
since inclusive security is now restored and the atmosphere for the
resumption of work on the mining sector is provided.
As the country’s minister of foreign affairs stated ‘a weak Afghanistan benefits no one’ so, the international community should not ignore the fact.
The world stability would be ensured through a politically and economically strong and peaceful Afghanistan, under the leadership of
the Islamic Emirate, as well as preventing flow of migration, drug
trafficking and the influence of other militant groups.

Rahimi, a Kabul resident.
Another Kabul resident Ahmad Durani by pointing to the
principle of meritocracy in appointment process of government
employees said consideration of
the principle of meritocracy in
appointment of government employees can bring further transparency and improvement in government institutions.
This comes amid of appointment new government employees
for government institutions across
the country.
The people hope that the principle of meritocracy will be considered in all government institutions in the country.
Saida Ahmadi

According to the United Nations Office for the Coordination
of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
Afghanistan has been provided
with aids of $ 1.6 billion so far
this year.
The United States has consistently been the largest donor, after the European Union. However, some EU countries, such as
Germany, have provided additional financial assistance.
In October of this year, the
European Union pledged $ 1 billion in humanitarian aid to Afghanistan.

Several countries in the region, including Pakistan and India, have provided food and medicine assistance through aid agencies.
The World Bank says international donors have also agreed
to transfer $ 280 million from a
frozen Afghan fund to food and
health services. But fundraising
remains a challenge.
The UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
estimates that another $ 4.5 billion is needed next year. “Humanitarian aids cannot permanently

fill the huge gaps left by the wider
withdrawal of international support,” said Wiki Aken, official
from the International Rescue
Committee (IRC) in Afghanistan.
What more is required?
The World Food Program
(WFP) says the situation in Afghanistan could become the worst
humanitarian crisis in the world.
Around 23 million people, the
majority of the country’s population, are severely malnourished
during the winter months.
“The need is a public phenomenon, It is difficult to say that

not even a single province needs
help,” Ms. Aken said. According
to the UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs;
about eight million people received food aids during September and November this year.
The number of water trucks
in drought-affected areas reached
to over 200,000.
More than 200,000 children
were treated for malnutrition.
More than one million people
were sent medicine and other
equipment by The World Health
Organization as medical assistance.
The UN High Commissioner
for Refugees (UNHCR) has also
helped in transferring equipment,
including items of tent installations to keep Afghan IDPs warm
during the winter months.
But humanitarian aid organizations say more supplies and
services are needed.
“Everything we provide is
just a drop in the ocean,” said Ingi
Sadaki, official from the International Committee of the Red
Cross (ICRC).
Meanwhile 60% of health
clinics that were evaluated by
ICRC lack the capacity to provide nutrition programs that Afghans need. According to international principles, when war in a
country ends and leads to peace,
the international community, especially the United Nations and
peace organizations, have to start
helping the country concerned to
return to a normal life with a new
mission.
The international community’s financial assistance to Afghanistan has been conditioned on
continuing to accelerate the political and economic situation in the
country.
Establishing and maintaining
security in Afghanistan is one of
the main challenges.
Poverty that will be addressed
with the help of the international
community.
As winter cold approaches,
people are worried about rising
fuel and food prices. Unemployment and poverty, on the one hand,
and rising fuel and food prices, on
the other, have doubled their challenges besides.
UN officials cannot be indifferent to all the problems and challenges that the Afghan people are
facing. Paying attention to the
duties and responsibilities of the
United Nations calls for helping
the people who have been stuck
in economic hardship for many
years.
Afghanistan is a country that
needs peace, security and a peaceful life more than any other country.
The United Nations World
Food Program (WFP) said in its
latest report that Ninety-eight
percent of Afghan citizens do not
have access to adequate food.
Zarabi

