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The volcano, located on Indonesia’s most densely populated
island of Java, erupted on Saturday, spewing columns of ash more
than 12 kilometres (7.5 miles) into
the sky, and sending searing gas
and lava flowing down its slopes.
Several villages in Lumajang
were blanketed by ash. Houses
and vehicles were submerged
while livestock were smothered.
The sudden eruption was triggered by a thunderstorm and days
of heavy rains, according to Eko
Budi Lelono, who heads the geological survey centre.
He said the rains eroded and
finally collapsed the lava dome
atop the 3,676-meter (12,060foot) Semeru.
Flows of searing gas and lava
travelled up to 800 metres (2,624
feet) to a nearby river at least twice
on Saturday, he said.

The BNPB has advised people to stay 5 kilometres (3.1
miles) from the crater’s mouth.
Thoriqul Haq, an official in
Lumajang district, said “thick columns of ash have turned several
villages to darkness” and that a
power blackout in the area was
hampering evacuation efforts.
Haq said the debris and lava
mixed with rainfall formed thick
mud that has destroyed the main
bridge connecting Lumajang and
the neighbouring district of Malang, as well as a smaller bridge.
The BNPB said it had sent aid
to shelters, including food, tarpaulins, face masks, and body bags.
Semeru’s alert status has remained at its second-highest level
since its previous major eruption
in December 2020, which had also
forced thousands to flee and left
villages covered in ash.

South African official says
number of children sick with
COVID not cause for panic
Higher hospital admissions
among children during a fourth
wave of COVID-19 infections in
South Africa that is driven by the
Omicron variant should prompt
vigilance but not panic as infections have been mild, a health official said on Saturday.
A large number of infants admitted with COVID-19 last
month in Tshwane, the metropolitan area that includes the capital
Pretoria, raised concerns that the
Omicron variant could pose greater risks for young children than
other coronavirus variants.
Scientists have yet to confirm
any link and have cautioned that
other factors could be at play.
Ntsakisi Maluleke, a public
health specialist in the Gauteng
province that includes Tshwane
and the biggest city Johannesburg,
said that out of the 1,511 COVID-positive patients in hospitals
in the province 113 were under 9
years old, a greater proportion
than during previous waves of infection.
“We are comforted by clinicians’ reports that the children
have mild disease,” she told Reuters in an interview, adding health
officials and scientists were investigating what was driving the increased admissions in younger
ages and were hoping to provide
more clarity in the coming two
weeks.
Since only a small percentage
of South Africa’s positive COVID-19 tests are sent for genomic
sequencing, officials do not yet
know which variants the children
admitted to hospital have been
infected with.
Maluleke said healthcare
workers could be acting out of an
abundance of caution. “They
would rather have a child under
care for a day or two than having
a child at home and complicating,
... but we really need to wait for
the evidence,” she said.
She said many COVID-19
patients in Gauteng were reporting “non-specific” flu-like symptoms like a scratchy throat, as
opposed to more easily identifiable markers like a loss of taste or
smell.
But she urged parents and
pregnant women, another cohort
that has seen more hospital admissions recently, not to take flulike symptoms lightly and to get
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Indonesia volcano toll rises as
search for missing continues
The death toll following the
eruption of Indonesia’s Semeru
volcano has risen to 13, officials
said, as rescuers searched villages
blanketed in molten ash for survivors. In a statement on Sunday, a
spokesman for Indonesia’s disaster mitigation agency (BNPB) said
two of the 13 people killed by the
eruption have been identified.
The spokesman, Abdul Muhari, said at least 98 people have
been injured, including two pregnant women, while 902 people
have been evacuated from the villages surrounding Semeru in the
East Java Province.
As many as 10 trapped people were rescued from villages in
East Java’s Lumajang district, according to officials, with broadcaster Kompas reporting that
those rescued were workers at a
sand mining site.

O

Kabul

tested in case intervention is needed further down the line.
“The public needs to be less
fearful but vigilant,” she added.
Despite a recent influx of admissions, Gauteng’s dedicated
COVID-19 bed occupancy was
still only around 13 percent, Maluleke said, adding that contingen-

cy plans were in place should capacity become stretched.
Scientists are still working to
find out what severity of illness
is caused by the Omicron variant,
first detected in southern Africa
last month and since seen in more
than 30 countries, and whether it
may be more resistant to existing
vaccines.

There were no casualties at
that time.
On Sunday, some residents
who fled to a government shelter
near Lumajang district’s head office said authorities had not conveyed any information to them
about the volcano’s activities.
“Suddenly everything went
dark, the bright afternoon turned
into night. A rumbling sound and
heat forced us to run to the
mosque,” said Fatmah, a resident
who fled to the shelter from Curah
Kobokan, about 5km (3.1 miles)
from the crater. “It was a far stronger eruption than in January.”
Indonesia, an archipelago of
more than 270 million people, is
prone to earthquakes and volcanic activity because it sits along
the Pacific “Ring of Fire”, a horseshoe-shaped series of fault lines.
aljazeera

Sudan’s alBurhan says
army will exit
politics after
2023 vote
Sudan’s military chief says
the army will leave politics after
elections that are scheduled for
2023.
General Abdel Fattah alBurhan offered the assurance during one of several interviews he
gave to international news agencies on Saturday.
The general had led a military
takeover in late October, upending Sudan’s transition to civilianled democracy, but a deal struck
on November 21 has reinstated
Prime Minister Abdalla Hamdok
to lead a technocratic Cabinet until elections in July 2023.
“When a government is elected, I don’t think the army, the
armed forces, or any of the security forces will participate in politics. This is what we agreed on
and this is the natural situation,”
al-Burhan told the Reuters news
agency.
The coup, which ended a partnership with civilian political parties after the toppling of long time
ruler Omar al-Bashir, drew international condemnation after the
detention of dozens of key officials and crackdowns on protesters.

Prince William reveals emotional
toll of air ambulance rescues
The Duke of Cambridge has revealed the impact that dealing with life and death moments had on him
while he was an air ambulance pilot.
Prince William served as a pilot in the East Anglian Air Ambulance (EAAA) from 2015 to 2017.
Speaking on Apple's Time to Walk podcast, he said he was "taking home people's trauma, people's
sadness".
The prince said the work was making him sad, despite having a happy home and work life.
In a lighter moment, the duke recalled how his mother, Princess Diana, would play Tina Turner's song
The Best on the drive to school.
The prince has spoken in the past about how working for the EAAA affected his mental health, but the
audio recording, made while walking around the Queen's Sandringham estate in Norfolk, reveals how the
incidents still live with him.
Speaking about dealing with traumatic moments, he said: "Talking about those jobs definitely helped,
sharing them with the team, and ultimately, in one case, meeting the family and the patient involved who
made a recovery, albeit not a full recovery, but made a recovery - that definitely helped."
He said recalling the experience now makes him "quite emotional" and "still even affects me now".
"But I think, as a human being, when you see someone in such dire circumstances, basically at death's
door, you can't help but not be affected by that."
The duke told how his mother took him on private visits to a homeless shelter to meet people "down on
their luck" and teach him the lesson that life happens "outside palace walls", adding: "This is the real world
here."
Following in his mother's footsteps, Prince William became patron of the homeless charity Centrepoint,
in 2005. He is also a patron of another homeless charity, The Passage.
He also touched on joyful memories, such as how his mother would sing Turner's hit song The Best at
the "top of her voice" with her sons on the way to school to help ease his anxiety.
"You'd be singing and listening to music right the way up to the gates of school when they dropped you
off and that's when reality kind of sunk in - you really were going back to school. bbc

At least 13 civilians
shot dead by army in
India’s Nagaland state

Protesters have burned army
vehicles after more than a dozen
villagers were shot and killed by
soldiers, who thought the villagers were “militants”, in India’s
Nagaland state.
Indian security forces opened
fire on civilians late on Saturday
in India’s remote northeast region,
which borders Myanmar, according to local media reports.
“Based on a credible intelligence of likely movement of insurgents, a specific operation was
planned to be conducted,” the
army said in a statement on Sunday. “The incident and its aftermath is deeply regretted. The
cause of the unfortunate loss of
lives is being investigated at
Nagaland police officer Sandeep M Tamgadge said that the
“situation in entire Mon district
is very tense right now” and confirmed 13 deaths.
Nagaland’s chief minister
Neiphiu Rio told Reuters news
agency a probe will be conducted
and punishment meted out to
guilty parties in the incident,
which he ascribed to intelligence
failure. “The unfortunate incident
leading to the killing of civilians
at Oting is highly condemnable,”
he tweeted. The incident took
place in and around Oting village
in Mon district during a counterinsurgency operation conducted
by members of the Assam Rifles,
a part of Indian security forces

Saudi Crown
Prince, French
President and
Lebanon
Prime
Minister hold
phone call
Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, French
President Emmanuel Macron and
Lebanese Prime Minister Najib
Mikati held a phone call on Saturday during which all three countries agreed to work together on
reforms in Lebanon.
“His Excellency the Lebanese
Prime Minister expressed Lebanon's appreciation for the great
efforts made by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia and France to stand
by the Lebanese people and the
commitment of the Lebanese government to take everything that
would strengthen relations with
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and
the Gulf Cooperation Council
countries and reject everything
that would harm their security and
stability,” the Saudi Press Agency reported on the call.
“It was agreed between the
three countries to work together
to support the comprehensive reforms necessary in Lebanon,” the
statement added. alarabiya

deployment in the state, a senior
police official based in Nagaland
said.
Firing began when a truck carrying 30 or more coal-mine labourers was passing the Assam
Rifles camp area, officials told
Reuters and The Associated Press
on condition of anonymity.
“The troopers had intelligence
inputs about some militant movement in the area and on seeing the
truck they mistook the miners to
be rebels and opened fire killing
six labourers,” the senior police
official told Reuters.
“After the news of firing
spread in the village, hundreds of
tribal people surrounded the
camp. They burned Assam Rifles
vehicles and clashed with the
troopers using crude weapons,”
he said.
Members of the Assam Rifles
retaliated, and in the second attack eight more civilians and a security member were among those
killed, the official said.
Government forces are battling dozens of ethnic armed
groups in India’s remote northeast
whose demands range from independent homelands to maximum
autonomy within India.
Locals in Nagaland have frequently accused forces of wrongly targeting innocent residents in
their counterinsurgency operations against rebel groups.
aljazeera

Iran explosion
near Natanz
nuclear facility
a controlled
test
Tehran, Iran – A loud explosion was heard near Iran’s main
nuclear facilities in Natanz, which
have previously been targeted by
sabotage attacks, but state media
said it was part of a controlled
test.
A major explosion and flash
of light in the sky were reported
around 8:15pm local time (16:45
GMT) on Saturday in Badroud,
20km (12 miles) from where the
enrichment facilities are located.
Early reports speculated a
surface-to-air missile defence system targeted a hostile object, most
likely a drone.
Nournews, an outlet close to
Iran’s security forces, confirmed
an air defence missile was fired
and exploded in the sky, but said
it was part of a rapid reaction test.
State television later confirmed this account, saying the
test was part of drills that are regularly carried out under supervision from local air defence authorities. No damages were said to be
incurred to the local area as part
of the test.
The incident came as Israel
has repeatedly threatened Iran
with military action, pledging not
to allow Iran to obtain nuclear
weapons. Iran has maintained that
it will never seek a nuclear arsenal, contrary to Israel which has
dozens of nuclear weapons. It has
also blamed two attacks on the
Natanz facility since last year,
and another one earlier this year,
on a centrifuge workshop in Karaj,
on Israel, accusing it of “nuclear
terrorism”. Senior Iranian military officials regularly respond to
Israeli threats by saying Israel
does not dare attack as it will face
a destructive response.
Top Israeli officials renewed
their threats against Iran last week
when Iran and the world powers
party to its 2015 nuclear deal reconvened in Vienna in an effort
to restore the accord that the
United States unilaterally abandoned in 2018.

Russia dismisses US
media reports about
possible Ukraine offensive
Russia has dismissed new US media reports about a possible Russian attack on Ukraine, accusing Washington of trying to aggravate the
situation while blaming Moscow, the Kommersant newspaper said on
Saturday, citing the Foreign Ministry.
The Washington Post cited officials and an intelligence document
on Saturday as saying US intelligence thought Russia could be planning
a multi-front offensive on Ukraine as early as next year involving up to
175,000 troops.
“The (United) States is conducting a special operation to aggravate
the situation around Ukraine while shifting the responsibility onto
Russia,” Foreign Ministry spokeswoman Maria Zakharova was quoted as saying by Kommersant.
“It is based on provocative actions near Russia’s borders accompanied by accusatory rhetoric,” she said.
The United States, its NATO allies and Ukraine have accused
Moscow of massing troops near the Ukrainian border, and Kyiv says it
fears Russia is planning an attack.
Moscow has denied any plans to invade Ukraine, accusing Kyiv of
building up its own forces to attack territory held by pro-Russian
separatists. alarabiya

