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hree coast guard patrol boats,
private vessels, a coast guard plane
as well as divers searched for more
survivors, officials said.
The latest tragedy – the third
since Wednesday – came amid high
smuggler activity not seen in
Greek waters in months.
Hours earlier, 11 bodies were
recovered from another boat that
ran aground on an islet north of
the Greek island of Antikythera
on Thursday evening.
Coast guard said on Saturday
that two of the rescued migrants
– both men suspected of being the
smugglers – were arrested.
Ninety people stranded on
the islet were rescued.
Overnight between Tuesday
and Wednesday, a boat thought to
have been carrying up to 50 refu-

Russian natural
gas exports to
Europe via Yamal
pipeline drop
sharply

Russian natural gas deliveries to Germany through the
Yamal-Europe
pipeline
dropped sharply on Saturday,
data from German network operator Gascade showed.
Flows at the Mallnow metering point on the GermanPolish border fell to an hourly
volume of 1,217,444 kilowatt
hours (kWh/h) from an average of 10,000,000 kWh/h on
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At least 30 dead in migrant boat
accidents in Greece

Greek coast guards scoured
for survivors in the Aegean Sea on
Saturday after the latest in a series of migrant boat accidents that
have killed at least 30 people in
just days.
Late Friday, the coastguard
found 16 bodies, including those
of three women and a baby, and
rescued 63 people from a boat that
overturned and sank near the island of Paros.
According to those rescued,
around 80 people had been on the
vessel. It’s believed they had been
headed for Italy from Turkey, according to the coastguard.
Smugglers operating from
Cesme and Bodrum on the Turkish coast are packing migrants in
yachts to send them to Italy using new, more dangerous routes,
according to the ERT television
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Friday and around 12,000,000
kWh/h on Thursday.
It was not immediately clear
why the flows were down. Russian gas exporter Gazprom did
not immediately reply to a request for comment.
The pipeline is one of the
major routes for Russian gas
exports to Europe and traverses
Belarus.
Alarabiya

gees sank off the island of Folegandros, with dozens feared missing.
‘Indifferent to human life’
Thirteen people were rescued,
while dozens remain missing,
Greek authorities said.
Survivors gave conflicting accounts: Some said there had been
32 people on board, while others
put the number around 50, a coast
guard official told AFP.
Greece is one of the main
routes into the European Union
for refugees and migrants from
Africa, the Middle East and beyond, though the flow has tapered
off since 2015-2016 when more
than a million people traversed the
country to other EU states.
The UN refugee agency said
the Folegandros accident could end
up being the worst in the Aegean

this year, as an unknown number
of people were still missing.
“This shipwreck is a painful
reminder that people continue to
embark on perilous voyages in
search of safety,” said Adriano
Silvestri, the UNHCR’s assistant
representative in Greece.
Earlier Friday, the coastguard
had intercepted another boat with
92 men and boys on board after it
ran aground on the coast of the
Peloponnese peninsula.
Three suspected smugglers
who fled the boat on foot were
later arrested.
The UNHCR estimates that
more than 2,500 people have died
or gone missing at sea as they tried
to reach Europe from January
through November this year.
Nearly one million people,
mainly Syrian refugees, arrived in
the European Union in 2015 after
crossing the sea to the Greek islands close to Turkey.
“These days, the criminal activity of smugglers, who are indifferent to human life, has intensified, stacking dozens of distressed people, without life jackets, on boats that do not even meet
the basic safety standards,” Giannis Plakiotakis, Maritime Affairs Minister said late Friday
pointing the finger at Turkey, saying Ankara “lets smugglers act
unchecked.”
Rivals Greece and Turkey regularly spar over the issue of migrants, with Athens accusing Ankara of turning a blind eye to people attempting to cross into EU
member Greece and Turkey denying the charges. Aljazeera

Several killed in suicide
bomb attack at DR
Congo restaurant
A suicide bomber has attacked a restaurant in the Democratic Republic of the Congo’s
eastern city of Beni, killing at
least five people and himself.
Officials blamed the Allied
Democratic Forces (ADF) for
Saturday’s attack. The militia is
one of the deadliest armed groups
in the region and is claimed by
the ISIL (ISIS) group as its central Africa arm.
“The suicide bomber, prevented by security guards from
entering a crowded bar, activated
the bomb at the entrance of the
bar,” the regional governor’s
spokesman, General Ekenge
Sylvain, said in a statement.
Six people died in the blast,
and 14 were injured, including two
local officials, he added.
The ADF did not immediately claim responsibility for the attack.
The AFP news agency said
its correspondent saw the remains
of three bodies at the site of the
explosion, the In Box restaurant.
The remains of tables, chairs, bottles and glasses were scattered
across the blast site.
One city hall source told AFP
that two children were among the
dead, as well as two local officials.
More than 30 people were
celebrating Christmas there when
the bomb went off, two witnesses told AFP.
Rachel Magali had been at the
restaurant-bar for about three
hours with her sister-in-law and
several others when she heard a
loud noise outside.
“Suddenly we saw black
smoke surrounding the bar and
people started to cry,” she told

The Associated Press news agency. “We rushed to the exit where
I saw people lying down. There
were green plastic chairs scattered everywhere and I also saw
heads and arms no longer attached. It was really horrible.”
A police vehicle took the
wounded to a nearby medical
centre, which was immediately
sealed off.
Beni’s mayor, Narcisse
Muteba Kashale, earlier told local radio that a bomb had exploded in the city centre. “For
safety, I’m asking the population to stay home,” the mayor
said.
Kashale, who is also a police colonel, said at least two of
the victims were children.
Wounded survivors were taken
to the local hospital, he said.
Police spokesperson Nasson Murara said that officers
fired live rounds to disperse an
angry crowd that attempted to
bar investigators from accessing
the scene of the explosion. No
one was injured, he said.
Beni, near the DRC’s eastern border with Uganda, has
been the site of regular clashes
between the Congolese army and
the ADF.
In June, three bombs rocked
the east of the country, with authorities warning they had reports more attacks were being
planned.
In late November, the DRC
and Uganda launched a joint operation against the ADF in the
east of the country after Congolese troops struggled for months
to quell bloody ADF attacks.

Save the Children says two staff
missing after attack in Myanmar
A United Kingdom-based humanitarian group says two of its
Myanmar staff are missing after
the charred remains of more than
30 people were found following
an attack that was blamed on the
military.
In a statement on Saturday,
Save the Children said two of its
staff who had been travelling
home after carrying out humanitarian work were caught up in the
incident in eastern Mo So village
and “remain missing”.
“We have confirmation that
their private vehicle was attacked
and burned out,” the group said.
Purported photos of the aftermath of the Christmas Eve
massacre in Mo So, just outside
Hpruso township in Kayah state
where refugees were sheltering
from an army offensive, spread
on social media in the country,
fueling outrage against the military that took power in February.
The accounts could not be independently verified. The photos
showed the charred bodies of over
30 people in three burned-out vehicles.
Myanmar has been in turmoil
since the military overthrew the
elected government of Nobel laureate Aung San Suu Kyi nearly 11
months ago, claiming fraud in an
election her party won. More than
1,300 people have been killed in a
crackdown by security forces,
according to a local monitoring
group.
“People’s Defence Forces”
(PDF) have sprung up across the
country to fight the military, and
have drawn the government troops
into a bloody stalemate of clashes
and reprisals.
A member of a local PDF in
Mo So told AFP news agency that
its fighters found the vehicles on
Saturday morning after hearing the
military had stopped several vehicles in Hpruso after clashes with
its fighters nearby on Friday.
“When we went to check in
the area this morning, we found

dead bodies burnt in two trucks.
We found 27 dead bodies,” he told
the AFP news agency on condition of anonymity.
“We found 27 skulls,” said
another witness who did not want
to be named. “But there were other dead bodies on the truck, which
had been burned to pieces so we
couldn’t count them.”
Save the Children later said in
a statement two of its Myanmar
staff had been “caught up” in the
incident.
The charity said it has since
suspended its work in several regions.
Inger Ashing, chief executive
of Save the Children, said the aid
group “condemns this attack as a
breach of International Humanitarian Law”.
“We are horrified at the violence carried out against innocent
civilians and our staff,” he said.
In October, the group said its
office in the western town of
Thantlang was destroyed in shelling by the troops that also razed
dozens of homes following clashes with a local anti-military group.
Myanmar’s military previously said its troops had been attacked in Hpruso on Friday after
its troops attempted to stop seven cars driving in a “suspicious
way”.
Troops had killed a number
of people in the following clash,

spokesman Zaw Min Tun told
AFP, without giving details.
The Myanmar Witness monitor said it had confirmed local
media reports and witness accounts from local fighters “that
35 people including children and
women were burnt and killed by
the military on 24th December
Hpruso township”.
Satellite data also showed a
fire had occurred about 1pm
(06:30 GMT) on Friday in Hpruso, it added.
AFP said it was unable to confirm the reports surrounding the
clash, but its digital verification
reporters said the images purporting to show the incident had not
appeared online before Friday
evening.
PDF groups have surprised
the army with their effectiveness,
analysts have said, as the military
struggles to break resistance to its
rule.
Earlier this month, the United States said it was “outraged by
credible and sickening reports”
that Myanmar troops had seized
11 villagers, including children, in
the Sagaing region and burned
them alive.
Win Myat Aye, a member of
a group of removed legislators,
condemned the atrocity. “This is
a cruel present from the military
to our people on Christmas Day,”
he said. Aljazeera

Arab Coalition airstrikes destroy
vehicle killing three Houthi militia

Give way, save life

Airstrikes by the Arab Coalition destroyed a military vehicle
killing three Houthi militia northwest of the Houthi-held capital
Sanaa. Medics in Yemen said that
three people died and six others
were injured in the Coalition airstrikes late Friday.
On Friday, the Arab Coalition
said a Houthi projectile that hit
the Saudi city of Jazan has led to
the killing of two civilians, a Saudi national and a Yemeni resident.
The Coalition said another
Houthi projectile hit the Saudi city
of Najran. The Arab Coalition added that the hostile attacks were
launched from the Yemeni city of
Sadaa. The coalition said its airstrikes were in response to what
it called “the attack’s origins” and
said it will follow that with a wider attack on Houthi military targets.
Alarabiya

