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Climate justice and decoloniality

In November this year, the
Scottish port city of Glasgow was
the host of an event that once again
brought the urgent question of climate change to global focus:
COP26.
The United Nations has invited signatories to its Framework
Convention on Climate Change to
a “Conference of the Parties
(COP)” every year for almost 30
years. This year’s summit in Scotland was the 26th such gathering.
COP26 was well organised
and received significant media attention. But like most climate summits that came before, it failed to
achieve any meaningful results.
“One of the biggest fights at
the United Nations climate summit in Glasgow,” as the New York
Times newspaper stated in a November 12 article, was “whether
– and how – the world’s wealthiest nations, which are disproportionately responsible for global
warming to date, should compensate poorer nations for the damages caused by rising temperatures.”
This question is at the heart
of the issue of climate justice for
without addressing it the urgent
task of mitigating climate change
degenerates into richer nations
continuing to pollute the earth and
destroy the environment while
gathering in useless conferences to
feel better about themselves.
The roots of these rich nations being “disproportionately
responsible for global warming”
is much older than these 26 conferences. “Rich countries,” the
same New York Times report
points out, “including the United
States, Canada, Japan and much

of western Europe, account for
just 12 percent of the global population today but are responsible
for 50 percent of all the planetwarming greenhouse gases released
from fossil fuels and industry over
the past 170 years.”
One hundred and seventy
years before now places us smack
in the middle of the 19th century
– which puts these rich nations at
the peak of their colonial plundering of the earth. Central to the
question of climate change is,
therefore, the history of US and
European imperial and colonial
conquest and destruction of the
globe, and the current predatory
system of globalised capitalism it
gave birth to – a system that requires products to be engineered
in Silicon Valley, California, produced in sweatshops in India or
China using materials from Africa, and shipped to stores in New
York, London, Rio de Janeiro and
beyond.
Any time a cargo vessel is
stuck in the Suez Canal for a few
days we feel how widespread and
rooted is this network of planetary savagery that began with the
European domination of the globe
and continues apace damaging the
earth. It is not accidental that the
rich nations responsible for half
of all historical CO2 emissions –
the US, Germany, UK, France,
Italy, Spain, Belgium, Netherlands
and 15 others – are also the former
colonial powers of the world.
While Europeans were ruthlessly subjugating peoples across
continents and recklessly destroying their local knowledge, philosophies of life, cultures of cohabitation with the earth, and natural

habitats, they were entirely oblivious to the fact that they were also
ravaging the earth. The main consequence of the European socalled Industrial Revolution was
not only colonial conquest but also
the environmental calamities we
witness today. The Europeans
called their savagery “modernity”,
the rest of us called it “colonialism”, but its overreaching effect
on the planet we all live on was
the ongoing climate crisis.
What did European colonialism entail? Mass production of
commodities that enriched European nations and impoverished
their colonies. This required cheap
labour and raw material. As such,
wherever they went, the colonisers not only dismantled the sovereignty of nations they “modernised” but also depleted their natural resources. As they enslaved
people and stole their resources,
Europe’s colonising barbarians
also drained the Earth of its lifesustaining riches and paved the
way for climate catastrophes.
As the Spaniards and the Portuguese mined Latin America for
silver and gold, the French, the
Germans, and the Belgians pillaged Africa’s resources, and the
British made their awful tea with
glorious Indian crops, their elites
back home feasted on these stolen riches, but remained entirely
oblivious to the gradual destruction their production visited on
the Earth.
As minerals were mined and
exploited around the globe, and as
grasslands, rainforests, woods,
jungles, marshes, and wetlands in
Asia, Africa, and Latin America
were cleared to build European-

owned factories, quarries, plantations, ranches, railroads and highways scarce anyone paid any attention to the terror that was being visited upon the Earth. As rivers, lakes, seas, and oceans became
the graveyard of industrial waste,
the Europeans deemed it not a
problem. As the mass slaughter
of animals for their skins and organs left Indigenous populations
struggling to survive and several
species on the brink of extinction,
European merchants, adventurers
and industrialists focused on their
growing fortunes. Amid all this
destruction and savagery, colonisers kept sending their priests to
the colonies to tell those they enslaved to continue to turn the other
cheek – until, eventually, the Earth
itself run out of cheeks to turn.
Today, these countries that
have historically ravaged the planet to enrich their powerful are still
damaging the world more than any
other. “India as a whole produced
about 7 percent of the world’s
carbon dioxide emissions this
year, roughly the same as the European Union and about half of
the United States,” the New York
Times report explains. “But India has far more people than both
regions combined, and is much
poorer, with hundreds of millions
of people lacking reliable access
to electricity.”
What therefore needs to be
done is not gathering all nations
of the world at conferences like
COP26 and lecturing them about
reducing CO2 – which is not only
unjust but useless. The rich countries – the colonisers who are responsible the most for this calamity – must pay the cost of global
warming, reduce their production
and fix the inequality of resources
and income they created that is
crippling the world.
A national, regional, or global
uprising of the poor against the
rich is no longer the expected scenario of our future. The planet
Earth itself is already revolting –
but not in a clichéd or metaphysical sense. And the Earth is not
only revolting against the rich,
against spoiled brats like Amazon’s Jeff Bezos and Tesla’s Elon
Musk who have started to explore
a life beyond this planet we all
call home. It is revolting against
the rest of us too – who have no
such delusional fantasies. The rich
and the wretched of the earth are
sitting on a ticking bomb – while
the UN entertains its member nations in useless conferences and
refuses to hold these rich powers
accountable for the terror they
have visited upon the Earth.
aljazeera

Expo 2020 Dubai: Global participants
congratulate the UAE on its Golden Jubilee
More than 50 of Expo 2020
Dubai’s participants from across
the planet have expressed their
congratulations to the United
Arab Emirates on its Golden Jubilee on Thursday, marking 50
years since the nation was founded. Countries from around the
world send a personal note to
UAE leaders on its 50th National
Day, to honor its historic unification. Hussain Hanbazazah, Commissioner General of the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia Pavilion, said “On
behalf of all at the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia Pavilion, I wish everyone in the UAE and its landmark Expo pavilion a very happy
and memorable 50th UAE National Day.”
“Yours is a land of rich traditions, where nothing is impossible. With its eyes set firmly on
the future, your country embodies harmonious coexistence, the
spirit of which is captured in your
unique UAE Pavilion at Expo
2020 Dubai. We hope that this
golden jubilee brings many more
opportunities for your nation and
people to prosper.”
Erik Linquier, Commissioner
General for France at Expo 2020

Dubai, said: ”Best wishes and sincere congratulations to the commissioner general of Expo Dubai
2020, His Excellency Sheikh
Nahyan bin Mubarak al Nahyan,
Minister of Tolerance and Coexistence and Commissioner General of Expo 2020 Dubai, to Her
Excellency Reem Al Hashimy,
Minister of State for International Cooperation and Director General of Expo 2020 Dubai, and to
all the Emirati people working at
and on Expo 2020 Dubai, on the
50th National Day of the UAE.”
Also sending its congratulations was Korea. Yooseok Ahn,
Pavilion Director of Korea Pavil-

ion, said: “Congratulations for
Golden Jubilee of UAE! From
desert to space, the UAE’s miracle is stunning. A great honor to
be in this historical moment with
you.” Aboubaker Hassan Barreh,
Deputy Commissioner General,
Djibouti Pavilion at Expo 2020
Dubai, said: “I would like to convey my warmest congratulations
and best wishes to the leaders and
people of UAE on the occasion
of the 50th Anniversary OF UAE
National Day. The UAE should
be proud of their incredible
achievements during these five
decades. May Allah bless this
country with peace, unity, and

prosperity for all its people.”
Ambassador Mary Mubi,
Commissioner General, Zimbabwe Pavilion at Expo 2020 Dubai,
said: ”On the auspicious occasion
of the UAE’s Golden jubilee, may
I take this opportunity to extend
my heartfelt congratulations and
good wishes to the people of the
UAE on behalf of the Zimbabwe
Pavilion at Expo 2020.”
Rosvi C. Gaetos, Alternate
Commissioner General, Republic
of the Philippines Pavilion, Expo
2020 Dubai, said: “Congratulations on the occasion of the UAE’s
50th National Day. We look forward to stronger ties between our
two countries as we work together to meet challenges and to share
opportunities of the future. May
the citizens of the UAE continue
to enjoy peace and prosperity in
the years to come.”
Carmen Bueno, Deputy General Commissioner of the Spain
Pavilion, said the none of the
UAE’s great achievements would
have been possible without the
country’s clear commitment to
education, health, women’s and
children’s rights and the eradication of poverty. alarabiya
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America and China opened the
door for African coups to return
The most recent coup in
Sudan has been modified – not
undone – by General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan’s reappointment of
deposed civilian Prime Minister
Abdalla Hamdok.
The coup, which had been
widely rumoured in Sudan but still
managed to blindside the United
States, remains a source of outrage for Sudanese citizens. But
Washington is yet to take a clear
stance on the issue.
The reaction from American
diplomats, who have signalled acceptance of the new arrangement
and willingness to turn a blind eye
to the continued military dominance of the transition government, has diverged widely from
that of Sudanese citizens, who
continue to reject military hegemony. This case highlights the
breakdown of the anti-coup coalition that had formed for Africa –
a breakdown that has led to military interventions reemerging as a
leading method by which power
is transferred on the continent.
After decolonisation, competitive elections remained rare for
decades in Africa, while military
coups emerged as the leading
method by which power changed
hands. But around the turn of the
century, multiparty elections became the norm within African
states, while coups were relegated to rare and generally short-lived
breakdowns of constitutional order. This dramatic change, coming
in the aftermath of the Cold War,
was brought about by a convergence of domestic and international actors. Local populations, fed
up with dictatorial and military
rule and hopeful for the promises
of democracy, forced autocrats and
military regimes to step aside. The
Organisation of African Unity
(OAU) went from being a notorious “dictator’s club” to enforcing
democracy and constitutionalism
as requirements for sustained
membership in the continent’s
main political body. Meanwhile,
with the fall of the Soviet Union,
the United States and other Western powers recommitted themselves to upholding democracy.
African strongmen and juntas were
left without international backers,
leading to widespread, though far
from complete, democratisation
across the continent.
For a while, the anti-coup
consensus held. As popular prodemocracy activism persisted,
African militaries were pushed
back into the barracks and autocrats were shoved out of office.
Coup attempts plummeted, and
the military leaders that did seize
power, as in Niger in 2010 or Mali
in 2012, were swiftly removed in
the face of united African, Western and broader international condemnation. The legacy of these
transitions remains in the endurance of competitive multiparty
politics in formerly coup-plagued
countries such as Ghana and Nigeria. But as coups make a comeback in Africa – with the Wall
Street Journal newspaper noting
that military takeovers have returned this year to their highest
level in 40 years – it is becoming
evident that there is a growing division in the anti-coup coalition
that helped democracy emerge in
Africa.
Local populations have upheld their end of the bargain, as
have regional blocs like the African Union (AU), the successor
organisation to the OAU. But the
international environment has returned to one that is at best permissive of military takeovers, and
at worst actively welcomes them
as expedient ways to remove
threatening or odious leaders.
Backsliding on the part of Western powers, and the rise of autocrat-friendly China, have created
an atmosphere that emboldens
generals and military cliques to
seize power.
A decade ago, the Arab Spring
brought the democratisation wave
to North Africa, toppling the

long-serving dictators of Tunisia,
Libya and Egypt. Yet, it was the
aftermath of Egypt’s transition
that began to break down the international consensus against
coups in Africa. When the democratically elected government of
Mohamed Morsi was overthrown
in 2013, the AU quickly condemned the coup. The US and
other Western powers, however,
prevaricated, concerned about the
undemocratic change of power but
happy to see Morsi go. The American government publicly declined
to call the overthrow a coup, and
soon General-turned-President
Abdel Fattah el-Sisi found himself in the good graces of the US,
while also cosying up to autocratic
powers like Saudi Arabia and China. The crack in the anti-coup coalition created for Egypt in 2013
grew into a chasm four years later, when President Robert
Mugabe of Zimbabwe was
pushed out of power by his military amid an internal power struggle within his ruling ZANU-PF
party. At the time, there was nearunanimity of opinion that
Mugabe’s nearly 40-year reign
should end. He was pushed out
by his former allies, with rumoured support from China,
where coup leader Constantine
Chiwenga, the commander of the
Zimbabwean military, had visited
just before returning to Zimbabwe
to remove Mugabe. The move was
met with relief from Western governments that had long grown tired
of Mugabe and approval from
Zimbabweans, most of whom had
lived their entire lives under
Mugabe’s rule. Still, the AU condemned the military stepping in
to remove Mugabe, and Zimbabwean opposition parties and civil
society groups warned that the
army’s chosen replacement,
ZANU-PF stalwart Emmerson
Mnangagwa, would be just as
oppressive as his predecessor. But
the US and other Western nations
were happy to pretend that
Mugabe’s “resignation” was valid and not made at the point of a
gun barrel, and the West quickly
accepted the hasty election

thrown together to legitimise
Mnangagwa.
The ZANU-PF government
has maintained its “look East policy,” remaining cosy with China –
despite local Zimbabwean anger
at Chinese economic exploitation
of Zimbabwe’s mineral resources. Pessimistic local predictions
about Mnangagwa’s rule have
proven true – ZANU-PF remains
as oppressive as ever – but the
new leader remains propped up
by the air of legitimacy granted
him by the international community.
alarabiya

The Supreme
Leader of
Afghanistan...
From P1
The amount of money specified between wife and husband
during marriage is called mahr being paid by the husband to the
wife.
A widow has heritage rights
and fixed share in the property of
her husband, children, father and
relatives and no one can deprive a
widow of her right.
The decree requires those men
with multi marriage (more than one
wife) to maintain justice between
them and give them their own
rights considered in Islamic law.
The country’s Ministry of
Hajj and Islamic Affairs, the Ministry of Information and Culture,
the Supreme Court as well as provincial governors and district chiefs
have been instructed to implement
the decree and publicize among the
people.
U.S. Special Representative
for Afghanistan Thomas West has
welcomed the decree.
“I welcome today’s decree of
reinforcing a woman’s right to determine if and whom she marries,”
said the representative on his official twitter. The Kabul Times

WHO says measures
against delta work for
omicron variant too
World Health Organization officials in the Western Pacific say
border closures adopted by some countries may buy time to deal with
the Omicron coronavirus variant, but measures put in place and experience gained in dealing with the delta variant should remain the foundation for fighting the pandemic.
While a few regional countries are facing surges, COVID-19 cases
and deaths in many others have decreased and plateaued, WHO Regional Director for the Western Pacific Dr. Takeshi Kasai told reporters Friday in a virtual news conference broadcast from Manila, Philippines.
“Border control can delay the virus coming in and buy time. But
every country and every community must prepare for new surges in
cases,” Kasai said. “The positive news in all of this is that none of the
information we have currently about omicron suggests we need to
change the directions of our response.”
Much remains unknown about the new variant, including whether
it is more contagious, as some health authorities suspect, or if it
makes people more seriously ill, and whether it can thwart the vaccine.
Kasai said omicron has been designated a variant of concern because of the number of mutations and because early information suggests it may be more transmissible than other variants of the virus.
More testing and observation is necessary, he said.
Thus far, four countries and regions in the Western Pacific —
Australia, Hong Kong, Japan and South Korea — have reported cases
of the omicron variant, said WHO Regional Emergency Director Dr.
Babatunde Olowokure. That number is likely to go up as more cases
are discovered globally, Olowokure said.
India, Singapore and Malaysia have also reported their first cases
in the last 24 hours.
“In terms of what countries should be doing now, our experiences
over the last few years, especially in responding to delta, provides a
guide of what we need to do, as well as how to cope with future surges
in a more sustainable way,” he said.
Those include full vaccination coverage, social distancing, mask
wearing and other measures. Those can then be calibrated in response
to the local context, Olowokure said.
The goal is to “ensure we are treating the right patients in the right
place at the right time, and so therefore ensuring that ICU beds are
available, particularly for those who need them,” he said.
Despite the positive trends in handling the pandemic in the Western Pacific region, largely through high vaccination rates, “we cannot
be complacent,” Kasai said. alarabiya

