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Bangladesh marks 50 years of
India's coal demand to top 1 billion tonne
in 2022, push net-zero goals further away liberation war victory over Pakistan
NEW DELHI: Coal will remain king in India, pushing netzero goals further away in spite
of the government’s continuous
push for renewables, the International Energy Agency said on
Thursday. According to the IEA’s
Coal Report 2021, India’s coal consumption will increase at an average annual rate of 3.9% to 1.18
billion tonne in 2024, on the back
of a GDP growth rate of 7.4%
between 2022 and 2024, which
will partially be fuelled by coal.
It saw India’s total annual coal
demand rebounding in 2021 to
1.05 billion tonne, a tad higher than
pre-pandemic level, from 931 million tonne (mt) in 2020 when consumption had fallen due to the
pandemic-induced demand destruction.
“As more households get connected to the grid and incomes
continue to rise, higher sales of
household electrical appliances
(and electric vehicles in the near
future) will lead to a steady increase in electricity demand. Power demand is also expected to grow
in industries such as aluminium,
as well as steel and cement production to meet the needs of construction and infrastructure
projects,” the report said.
No wonder the report saw
India, China and the US driving
up the global coal consumption

UN experts urge
reform of Sri
Lanka’s
counterterrorism
law
Sri Lankan President Gotabaya Rajapaksa carries little
credibility when he tells foreign
diplomats he will reform the
country’s Prevention of Terrorism Act (PTA). After all, earlier
this year, he acted to make the
law, which permits long-term
detention without trial, more repressive, not less.
Amid growing domestic and
international pressure, his administration set up a committee
to propose amendments to the
PTA, chaired by Defense Secretary Kamal Gunaratne, a retired
general whose forces were implicated in war crimes. The draft
has not been released, but comments by the justice secretary
seem to rule out meaningful civil
society consultations.
Sri Lankan activists have
been scathing about the process,
pointing out in a joint statement
that reported revisions “already
exist in law and do not address
any of the shortcomings in the
PTA that enable grave human
rights violations.”
Seven United Nations human
rights experts on December 9
published five benchmarks that
are “necessary prerequisites” for
making the law compliant with
Sri Lanka’s international human
rights obligations. Like Sri Lankan activists, they have also
called for an immediate moratorium on the PTA’s use.
The matter is all the more relevant as the European Union is
conducting an assessment of Sri
Lanka’s compliance with its human rights obligations. The country’s tariff-free access to the EU
market depends on a trade
scheme called GSP+. When Sri
Lanka regained GSP+ in 2017, it
pledged to repeal or reform the
PTA, among many other rights
commitments that remain unfulfilled.
A European Parliament resolution in June and the GSP+ assessment have created unprecedented momentum for meaningful human rights reform in Sri
Lanka. But the outcome will ultimately depend on the EU’s level of ambition and assertiveness.

to a record level as early as next
year, casting a shadow over netzero pathways announced by
countries at the recent COP26 climate summit at Glasgow, UK.
India has set a net-zero goal
by 2070, which largely hinges on
achieving 450 gigawatts of renewable capacity by 2030.
“The pledges to reach net-zero
emissions made by many countries, including China and India,
should have very strong implications for coal – but these are not
yet visible in our near-term fore-

cast, reflecting the major gap between ambitions and action,” according to Keisuke Sadamori,
IEA’s director of energy markets
and security. Sadamori saw China
and India, accounting for twothirds of overall demand and dependent on coal and with a combined population of almost 3 billion people, holding the key to
future coal demand. At 705 mt in
2020, power generation had the
largest share in India’s coal consumption, followed by 170 mt of
thermal coal for non-power ap-

plications. The remainder was
metallurgical coal used mainly in
steel production. Consumption
fell 8% across all end-uses from
2019, a result of the pandemic lockdowns. Coal-fired power generation dropped 3.5% in 2020.
According to the report, coalfired generation will make up 74%
of the power mix in 2021, up from
72% in 2020, mainly driven by
new electricity connections for
28.2 million households and reopening of the economy after a
deadly second Covid-19 wave.

Bangladesh has marked 50
years of victory over Pakistan in
a bloody war for independence by
hosting a military parade with the
Indian president as a guest of honour.
Huge crowds paid tribute to
Bangladesh’s war heroes in the
capital Dhaka and other cities on
Thursday.
Veterans who lost their limbs
in the war laid wreaths – watched
by thousands of solemn observers – at the National Martyrs’
Memorial, a concrete monument
near Dhaka symbolising the campaign against Pakistani rule.
Women across the country
wore saris of green and red, matching the national flag, as they
watched concerts where musicians performed patriotic songs.
On December 16, 1971, Pakistani soldiers surrendered to a
joint India-Bangladesh force, formally making Bangladesh a new
nation under the leadership of independence leader Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman, the father of current

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
The war began on March 26
and continued for nine months –
killing as many as three million
people – before victory was declared in December, aided by India under then-Prime Minister
Indira Gandhi.
Thursday’s celebrations were
attended by Indian President Ram
Nath Kovind, who was on a twoday visit to the Muslim-majority
country.
After arriving on Wednesday,
Kovind held discussions with
Bangladeshi President Abdul Hamid in Dhaka.
Arindam Bagchi, a spokesman
for the Indian Ministry of External Affairs, said the two leaders
discussed issues of interest, including connectivity and trade,
cooperation in the fight against
COVID-19 and development partnerships.
Hasina and Bangladeshi Foreign Minister A K Abdul Momen
also received Kovind.
“In 10 years, we will see very

changed and different countries.
We are looking at green technologies, renewables in this era of climate change to create employment, IT and digital platforms,
startups,” said India’s Foreign
Secretary Harsh Vardhan Shringla.
Bangladesh has held celebrations throughout the year to mark
the golden anniversary of its independence, though some events
were called off because of the coronavirus pandemic.
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi was the guest of honour
in March to mark the outbreak of
the conflict – a recognition of his
country’s crucial aid and support
at the time.
“I recall the great valour and
sacrifice by … the Indian Armed
Forces,” Modi, who laid a wreath
in New Delhi to mark the anniversary, tweeted on Thursday.
“Together, we fought and defeated oppressive forces.”
ajlazeera

Envoy highlights strong Nepal makes
2-week
Turkey-Kyrgyzstan ties
quarantine
on 30th anniversary
mandatory for

Uzbekistan seeks global partners to
drive its solar and wind revolution
Uzbekistan, the doubly landlocked Central Asian nation which
is a major exporter to China, Russia, and other neighbors, is doing
well this year. It is reporting
growth over last year. Nonetheless, it is hampered by poor infrastructure; and it is doing something about that.
It also is in a race against time
to save itself from the environmental indifference of the past —
abuse which has left its air, its
water, and its soil in pitiable condition. It is doing something about
that, too.
Job No. 1 for Uzbekistan is
environmental restoration and
protection. It is starting that job
by switching the electric system
from fossil fuel to nuclear, solar
and wind.
In a bold initiative, Uzbek
President Shavkat Mirziyoyev is
out to transform the electric system from a creaky, fossil-fueled
relic of Soviet-era engineering to
one heading for a green future,
emphasizing solar. The initiative
– formally titled “The Strategy for
the Transition to a Green Economy for 2019-2030” – anticipates
a sharp reduction in the country’s
reliance on gas-fired power generation from the current 83 percent
to 50 percent, and sets goals for
new nuclear, solar and wind power production of 15 percent, 8
percent, and 7 percent, respectively.
According to Mirziyoyev,
this strategy will eliminate hundreds of thousands of tons of
greenhouse gas emissions.
Uzbekistan has an extraordinary solar resource with over 320
days of sunshine a year and temperatures which rise to over 100
degrees Fahrenheit in summer, but
which fall to below freezing in
winter, though still with clear
skies. It is a very dry country
with rainfall of just 16.7 inches a
year; clouds are few and very far
between.
Uzbekistan aims to have 7 gigawatts of solar and 5 GW of wind
installed by 2030: an ambitious,
exciting reinvention of an electric
system in a poor country. The
country’s 2026 goal is to increase
the total capacity of solar and
wind to 8,000 megawatts.
“What they are doing to save
the environment and remake the
electric system is breakneck and
inspiring,” a consultant, who recently toured Uzbekistan, told me.

In August, the foreign ministers of five Central Asian countries met in Washington with John
Kerry, President Biden’s special
envoy on climate change, to discuss issues of shared concern, including the climate crisis. At the
C5+1 meeting, Uzbekistan committed to reaching a renewable
energy target of 25 percent by
2030.
Uzbekistan has been hobbled
by its dilapidated energy infrastructure. It wastes much of its
oil and gas running the electric
system, which takes nearly twice
as much fuel to deliver a kilowatt
hour as it should. Worse, perhaps,
is the extensive district heating
system; line losses throughout it
are heavier than they should be
by normal standards of transmission efficiency.
No more. Mirziyoyev has
placed electricity front and center
in his plan to lift Uzbekistan out
of poverty to plenty.
In August, he was on hand for
the country’s first step into the
sun-shiny future: the launch of the
100 MW Nur Navoi solar plant.
The government expects the plant
will power about 31,000 households and prevent 176,370 tons
of carbon dioxide emissions from
entering the atmosphere annually.
“In the next five years, we
plan to increase our economy’s
growth rate, and bring GDP to at
least $100 billion,” Mirziyoyev
said at the Nur Navoi launch. It
stands at a meager $57 billion at
present. He hopes for rapid industrialization through foreign investment.
The Nur Navoi plant is being
built in conjunction with Masdar,
a global vendor of alternative energy systems. The Abu Dhabibased company is providing the
engineering expertise and financing and will own and operate the
plant for the first 25 years. The
1.6 cent-1.8 cent/kWh cost is
among the least expensive in the
world.
Build, own and operate is the
pattern that the Uzbek government would like to employ going
forward for many infrastructural
projects. For electricity, it is guaranteeing power purchase agreements for the length of the initial
contract.
At the plant launch in August,
Energy Minister Alisher Sultanov
said his country is working with

the international finance community to open up the power sector
to private investment. The goal,
he said, is 25 percent renewables
by the end of the decade.
While Nur Navoi is the first
Masdar project to begin operations, Uzbekistan is collaborating
with the company on various other solar and wind projects – a total of 19 renewables projects,
worth $6.5 billion, including:
· Two photovoltaic projects
for 440 MW combined capacity,
located in the Samarkand and Jizzakh regions, and expected to start
in the first quarter of 2023
·
A 457 MW photovoltaic
solar power plant in the Sherabad
district of Surkhandarya province
·
A 500 MW wind farm in
the Zarafshan district of the
Navoi region
Two other countries’ energy
companies are entering the promising Uzbek renewables market.
In May, Saudi Arabia’s ACWA
Power signed an agreement with
Uzbekistan to develop, build and
operate a 1,500 MW wind farm
in Karakalpakstan. Once it comes
online, it will become the largest
wind farm in Central Asia, and one
of the largest in the world.
France’s Total Eren plans to
build a 100 MW solar farm in
Uzbekistan with financing of
about $102 million from the European Bank for Reconstruction
and Development, the European
Investment Bank, and Proparco.
Ambitiously next year,
Uzbekistan plans to build five
solar power plants – in the
Khorezm, Bukhara, Kaskadarya,
Namangan, and Fergana regions
— with a total capacity of 900
MW. In the 2022-24 timeframe,
it plans to build 10 solar and wind
power plants with a total capacity of 3,000 MW, financed with
$3 billion in foreign direct investment.
Last month, Mirziyoyev ordered the creation of a special renewable energy training center in
Navoi, and the upgrading of universities’ curricula to prepare engineers and workers to operate the
new power plants.
Other countries — Vietnam
and Ireland come to mind — have
gone from poverty to plenty in
short order. Uzbekistan has an additional challenge: its deteriorated
environment. However, with the
sun shining and the wind blowing, it may have a good start.

The Kyrgyz ambassador in
Ankara highlighted on Friday Turkey's importance for his country
in terms of foreign trade, investment and other fields.
Speaking at a conference held
by Ankara Center for Crisis and
Policy Studies (ANKASAM) in
the Turkish capital, Kubanychbek
Omuraliev marked the 30th anniversary of Turkish-Kyrgyz relations.
"Kyrgyzstan and Turkey
have achieved great successes in
terms of improving dialogue and
cooperation in significant issues"
over the past 30 years, he said.
The two countries have signed
over a hundred agreements and
protocols for cooperation in areas of politics economics, culture,
science, education and military, he
added.
"In the last 30 years, Kyrgyzstan and Turkey cooperated
in a way to reciprocally support
each other through difficult times,"
Omuraliev continued. "Turkey
holds a special place in Kyrgyzstan's foreign trade, and it is
one of our prominent investment
and trade partners," he added.
He said that more than 100
Turkish businesspeople have been
running businesses in Kyrgyzstan
for over 30 years, and the number
of companies that Turkish citizens
or legal entities have founded in
Kyrgyzstan has exceeded 1,000
in 2021.
Touching on the economic relations between the two countries,
Omuraliev said the trade volume
between Kyrgyzstan and Turkey
was $519.2 million in 2019 and
$507.5 million in 2020, and it has

risen to $661.1 million between
January and October 2021.
Kyrgyz-Turkish Manas University is one of the most significant examples of the successful
interactions in diplomatic relations in the fields of cultural and
humanitarian cooperation, he also
said.
Diplomatic relations between
the two countries were established
on Jan. 29, 1992. The embassies
were reciprocally opened in Bishkek and Ankara in the same year.
The Agreement on Eternal
Friendship and Cooperation was
signed by Turkey's eighth President Turgut Özal and Kyrgyzstan's first President Askar
Akayev in 1997.
The two countries also signed
a joint statement on the establishment of a high-level strategic cooperation council in 2012.
Turkey provides the most
development and social aid to
Kyrgyzstan, especially through
the state-run Turkish Cooperation and Coordination Agency
(TIKA).
According to data from the
Kyrgyzstan National Statistical
Committee, Turkey ranks fourth
among countries investing in Kyrgyzstan following Russia, China
and Kazakhstan.
Nearly 300 Turkish companies currently operating in the
country have a total trade volume
of more than $500 million.
Kyrgyz President Sadyr
Zhaparov, who took office at the
beginning of this year, met President Recep Tayyip Erdogan during his first official visit to Turkey June 9-11.

travellers
arriving from
67 nations

Nepal on Saturday made two
weeks quarantine mandatory for
travelers arriving from 67 different countries, mainly from European and African countries, in
wake of the rising Omicron variant of coronavirus.
"Passengers, traveling from
the countries mentioned, are requested to stay in Hotel Quarantine for 7 days at their own expense. After staying seven days
in Hotel Quarantine, in case of a
negative test of Covid-19 by RTPCR method, it is requested to
stay in the home quarantine for
additional 7 days and send the
person with a positive result to
the designated isolation center or
hospital,"Nepal's Ministry of
Home Affairs said in a statement.
"Considering the upsurging
spread of the new variant of Covid-19 (Omicron) initially found in
African countries and gradually
spreading in European and Asian
countries, Nepal (Council of Ministers) has decided on 29 November 2021 to arrange provision the
travelers traveling to and from
Nepal," read the statement.
The European and Asian
countries are mainly included in
the list of countries, including
Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, Canada, United States.
"The entry/exit management
of other travelers except mentioned above will be regulated as
per the prior notice of the Department of Immigration dated 24 September 2021 and 2 December 2021
published as per the Travel Management Order for the Travelers
Arriving and Deporting from Nepal 2021," the statement added.
A new variant of Covid-19
was first reported to the World
Health Organisation (WHO) from
South Africa on November 25. As
per the WHO, the first known
confirmed B.1.1.529 infection
was from a specimen collected on
November 9 this year.

