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WFP provides 3,000 families
Afghanistan has up to 20 pc
with cash assistance
increase in export this year, official
Officials asked for more government’s support to
private sector and industrialization

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Commerce and Industries of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
said that the country’s export has
reached to $930 million, indicating 18 to 20 percent increase compared to last year.
Speaking in a ceremony held
to resume flights by the private
Kam Air Airline, the acting minister Nooruddin Azizi said the country should be industrialized and
the private sector should be supported.
Resumption of flights by the
Kam Air aviation company has
been held in a ceremony.
The private airline resumed its
commercial flights to some world
countries, starting from Kabul to
Dubai late on last week.
Up to 150 people have reportedly left Kabul for Dubai
with the first flight after three
months of suspension.
A ceremony attended by the
acting Minister of Commerce and
Industry Nooruddin Azizi, Deputy Chairman of the Chamber of
Commerce and Investment, Dep-

uty Minister of Transport and
Civil Aviation, Ghulam Jailani,
officials from the Kam Air company and the Kabul International
Airport, was held at the Kabul
International Airport.
A number of businessmen and
journalists also attended the ceremony. Welcoming the efforts of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
for cooperation to resume the
flights to the world countries, Mohammad Younus Mehmand the
first deputy to the chamber of
commerce and investment said
this was a matter of pleasure to
see the private airline company
began its normal flights to the
world countries, especially to
Dubai the United Arab Emirate,
after three months of suspension.
He said it was important and
in order to serve the people of the
country, trade and business
through the resumption of flights
should be grown.
He praised the hard work of
the private Kam Air airline in
transporting cargo of about 950
tons of pine nuts to China in 20

flights since last month. With the
Kam Air flights’ resumption, 105
passengers traveled to Dubai of
the United Arab Emirate.
Mehmand added the flights to
Dubai by the company was in
addition to four flights a week to
Abu Dhabi. He also announced the
next flight of Kam Air to Uzbekistan next week in cooperation
with the Chamber of Commerce
and Investment and the Ministry
of Commerce and Industry.
The deputy chairman of the
Chamber of Commerce and Industry also expressed gratitude for
the assistance and transfer of
20,000 aid packages, including
flour and beans, to the people of
the country and the financial support of Rabia-e-Balkhi Maternity Hospital. Acting Commerce
and Industry Minister Azizi
thanked the Kam Air airline for
the transfer of cargo and the start
of normal and commercial flights,
as well as the efforts of the Chamber of Commerce and Industries
in this field. The acting minister
also encouraged other airlines to

begin operating their normal
flights without increasing the insurance service fee.
He added “Despite the problems this year, we had more than
$930 million in exports, indicating 18 to 20 percent increase compared to last year”.
Azizi recalled the recent efforts of the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry to solve trade and
transit problems with neighboring countries and stressed the
country’s industrialization and
support for the private sector.
Meanwhile, Ghulam Jailani
Wafa welcomed the start of Kabul-Dubai flights and called it the
great achievement in the current
situation of the country.
He reminded of some challenges facing by the country’s aviation administration in the field
of lack of security of the aviation
services and safety of international flights and pledged to address
the existing challenges through
contracting and handing it over to
a known international company.
The Kabul Times

Traditional wrestling continues
as a Friday fixture in Kabul
KABUL: Through clouds
of billowing dust, two men circle each other warily before
one plunges forward, grabbing
his rival’s clothing and, after a
brief struggle, deftly tackling
him to the ground.
The crowd, arrayed in a circle around them, some sitting
on the ground, others standing or clambering onto the
backs of rickshaws for a better
view in a park in the Afghan
capital, erupts in cheers.
Victor and vanquished
smile good-naturedly, embracing briefly before some of the
spectators press banknotes
into the winner’s hand.
The scene is one played
out each week after Friday
prayers in the sprawling Chaman-e-Huzori park in downtown Kabul, where men —
mainly from Afghanistan’s
northern provinces — gather

to watch and to compete in
pahlawani, a traditional form of
wrestling.
Although the Taliban, who
took over Afghanistan in midAugust, had previously
banned sports when they
ruled the country in the 1990s,
pahlawani had been exempt
even then. Now, just over three
months into their new rule of
the country, a handful of Taliban police attended the Friday
matches as security guards.
The matches are simple affairs. There is no arena other
than the broad circle formed by
the spectators.
The competitors, barefoot
in the dust, all use the same
tunics, one blue and one white,
passed from one athlete to the
next for each match.
Each competitor represents
his province, with the name
and province announced to

the spectators by the referee.
Each match has four
rounds, and the winner is the
first who can flip his opponent
onto his back.
A referee officiates, while
judges among the crowd deliver their verdicts in cases when
there is no obvious winner.
Many end in ties.
“We provide this facility
so our people can have some
enjoyment,” said Juma Khan,
a 58-year-old judge and deputy director of last Friday’s
event.
A security guard at a market during the day, the former
wrestling athlete has been
judging competitions for the
past 12 years, he said. Just like
his father, and his grandfather,
and his great-grandfather before him. “It’s our culture.”
Most athletes and spectators spend two to three months

in the Afghan capital working
— as manual laborers or in
hotels, restaurants and markets — before heading back
home to their families for a few
weeks.
Pahlawani provides a few
hours of much anticipated entertainment.
The men gather in the
dust-blown field that is Chaman-e-Huzori park at around 2
p.m. every Friday and stay until sunset, with around 10 to 20
young men coming forward
from the crowd to compete.
Then, as the sun sets behind Tapai Maranjan hill in the
background, the competitors
are finished. In the blink of an
eye, as billowing dust swirls
around speeding rickshaws,
their horns blaring, the crowd
melts away for another week.
AP

An official for the World Food
Program (WFP) has informed of
providing cash assistance to nearly 3,000 families. According to the
WFP, each family has received
7,000 AFG to purchase food and
warm clothes for winter.
Meanwhile, a number of Afghan citizens say almost all the
people are facing with increasing
poverty and misery caused by the
continued economic crisis in the
country. They are asking the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
(IEA) to address the challenges
facing the people and find a way
for solution of the economic crisis. Otherwise, a large of those
facing with severe poverty will
probably lose their life in cold season of winter.
It should be said that during
the previous government and the
widespread corruption at that
time, the lives of the Afghan people were destroyed. Afghans have
lost their lives in remote areas and
villages due to increasing poverty and lack of access to basic health
services. Increasing problems of
lack of food and fuel, unemployment and poverty have made the
people concern of future.
The people believe that all existed problems and concerns of the
people should be addressed by
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
and that the people should not
witness misery and insecurity in
the country.
They have also asked the IEA
to fairly distribute aids provided
by the international community
and organizations so that the people can solve their problems during the cold season of winter as
millions of Afghan citizens are
tired of poverty and unemployment in the country.
An Afghan who has received
cash assistance recently says despite I’ve received the assistance,
it is difficult to purchase some
necessary foodstuffs for the fam-

ily as the price of food have increased unprecedentedly in recent
weeks.
“It’s so expensive to buy food
in market. For example, the price
of one bag of flour is 2,250 AFG,
while we have it in 15 days as our
family is big. We cannot make a
living. One of my son is a computer operator; so 100 or 200
AFG is not sufficient,” said the
Afghan citizen who’s received
cash assistance from WFP.
Azimullah Fazilyar, a supervisor at the World Food Program
(WFP) says 60,000 – 70,000 families who need urgent assistance
have been only identified in Kabul.
According to him, breadwinners of some families are now unemployed. Some media has reported that despite the fact that
the previous government supported by the US usually received
75 percent of its annual budget
from the international community, faced lots of financial problems due to increasing unemployment. UN has asked the international community to provide the
people of Afghanistan with urgent
assistance to prevent from human
crisis in coming cold season of
winter in the country.
Providing aids to Afghans has
been in key agenda of meetings

between representatives of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and
EU delegation in Doha in recent
days. It is hoped that US will soon
release the blocked money of Afghanistan, while will be good for
solution of the current crisis in
Afghanistan.
Afghan economists consider
releasing of the blocked money of
Afghanistan as well as recognition
of the IEA as the only way for
addressing the current poverty in
the country.
Previously, a spokesperson to
political office of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) in
Qatar Mohammad Naeem had said
the IEA acting Minster of Foreign
Affairs Amir Khan Muttaqi and
Thomas West, US special representative to Afghanistan had meetings on Afghanistan. According to
the IEA spokesperson, one of the
key issues raised by the IEA delegation was the release of the country’s blocked money by the US
during the Taliban takeover.
Meanwhile, media has reported that World Bank is working to
finalize a proposal based on which
nearly $500 of Afghanistan’s
blocked money would be released.
The money is considered to be
used for humanitarian assistance
for the people of Afghanistan.
Amiry

Fleeing not a solution
contributing is
In his wonderful seminar, Dr.
Jamshed Rasa, psychologist and
university professor said what can
be described as ‘awakening alarm’.
“Why do they,” referring to the
European and developed countries people, “not leave their countries and come to Afghanistan?”
said Rasa adding that “Because
they have worked hard for their
countries and have never left their
countries in bad condition.”
A country develops only if
the people of that country work
together day and night, relentlessly and stay in their countries no
matter what kind of circumstances the country is going through.
As a home becomes a peaceful
abode to live and cheer, a society
cheers and thrives when its members struggle for the gradual development of their society. A
home is a small society and a society is a big home, indeed. Sir M.
Iqbal, known as the poet of east,
amazingly conveys the same idea
in these words:
“Nation’s fate lies in the
hands of its members,
Each member is a star of their
nation’s fate.” As long as Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) took
control in their hands, a large number of the country’s cadres, educated adults (male and female), and
politicians flooded towards Kabul International Airport to escape
from the country it had given a
shelter from the day first of their
lives. Many were afraid that the
members of Taliban regime will not
forgive them for working with the
fallen government or foreign organizations, even though IEA had
announced full amnesty for all official individuals. Among those

fleeing, there were some who saw
the opportunity to get out of the
country for a better life and future, as America had announced
that it is committed to take people out of the country without
passport, visa and other official
documents. The reality proved to
be much different. Even as for the
last days, several civilians lost
their dear lives due to the ISIS
bombings around the airport, not
to mention those of early two
days, clinging to airplane tires and
wings, who fell to ground causing
their own death and a large stain
of shame for their families and the
entire nation.
Governments and systems
have changed throughout human
history and still change all over
the world, and the same goes for
people.
They come and go, either
struggling for the wellbeing and
progress of the nation or exploiting the people and leaving them in
their worst condition. That, however, does not suggest that you
stay in the country in its good
days and run away in bad days.
You are “a star of your nation” if you stay on your own sky.
Otherwise, in foreign territory you
end up setting yourself on fire, no
matter if the territory you go to
shares your religion, culture and
several other values. On November 30, an Afghan refugee, after
seven-year wait for resettlement
in the country, in a protest outside the office of the United Nations High Commissioner for
Refugees(UNHCR), American
Post reported.
“… it is estimated that at the
end of 2020 there were approxi-

mately 20.7 million refugees in the
world, but only 1 percent find
shelter each year..” added. That
explains the very nature of asylum seeking and UNHCR efforts
to provide safe havens.
Yet on the other side, there
are people who remained in the
country. Among them, the ones
who deserved the most respect
and credit are IEA rank and file
and police force. From their own
words, they have not been paid
for several months and, surprisingly do not even have any kind
of expectation.
According to them, their sole
aim is to protect their people, service for their country without any
reward from the authorities but
Almighty Allah.
Alongside IEA army force, a
significant number of employees,
both from previous government
and IEA appointed personnel are
working for no penny in return in
offices and providing the countrymen services to their level best.
In the earlier days of the new
government, an Afghan software
engineer posted on Facebook writing, “I voluntarily came here to
help them install software and
setting up the systems. It [IEA]
needs our help, we better provide
it.” He also urged people to come
forward and help the government
in any way possible. This is the
kind of mentality and morale that
helps build a country and nation.
Afghanistan is a tremendous
country and Afghans are a great
nation. However both of them
currently require a great deal of
cooperation, contributions and
sacrifices, that’s all.
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