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Full text of acting IEA Foreign
Deputy FM Stanekzai asks
Minister’s speech at OIC conference Afghans to return home

Mr. Hussain Ibrahim Taha the
Secretary-General of OIC, Prince
Faisal bin Farhan Minister of Foreign Affairs of Saudi Arabia, Mr.
Shah Mahmood Qureishi Minister of Foreign Affairs of the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, and
members of the OIC,
Excellences,
May Peace, Mercy and Blessing of Allah be upon you all!
Before anything else I extend
by gratitude, as a representative
of the people of Afghanistan, to
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, the
Islamic Republic of Pakistan and
the Secretary-General of the OIC
for convening this important
meeting in such extraordinary circumstances.
Excellences,
As Afghanistan, from a historic perspective, is one of the
founding members of OIC, we are
also presently seeking to remain
an active member of this organization. We remain a unified body
and none can wedge a divide
amongst us.
- We stand ready, as a member
of a single family, to listen to and
accept all requests, concerns and
advice of Islamic countries in relation to Afghanistan that can lead
towards a proper and just roadmap and direct us out of the current crisis. We thank Islamic countries for their empathy in this regard.
Excellences,

We, as a representative and
responsible government of the
Afghan people, consider human
rights, women rights and participation by all capable Afghans
from various regions our duty. We
have done much in this regard and
will continue to take further steps.
Recently a very effective decree was announced by the leader
of the Islamic Emirate about the
rights of women which shall prove
instrumental in giving them their
rights. But we must regretfully
say that we continue to be targets
of partisan propaganda by a number of media outlets whereby the
present picture of Afghanistan is
displayed in a distorted manner
to the world. And this despite
peace prevailing throughout Afghanistan after the 15th of August
and none facing danger to their
lives due to political or other factors. After forty years of instability and war, every Afghan currently has an opportunity to reside in their homeland without fear
or threats.
- It is the first time ever that
Afghan detention centers are not
holding any political prisoners.
- All government departments
have resumed operations in a very
short period and are providing
needed services.
- Five hundred thousand civil
servants from the former regime
are continuing to work in the various departments of the Islamic

Emirate and none are treated in a
discriminatory or vindictive manner.
- People from all ethnicities,
regions and faiths see themselves
reflected in the current government and we remain committed
to broadening by providing favorable opportunity of participation
for professionals from all ethnicities and faiths.
- Corruption and strongmen
have been restrained, administrative corruption, usurpation, personal use of national resources and
islands of power have been eliminated. Afghanistan, following
many decades, finally has a government that is united and controls all territory.
The new government exercising control over the entire country – that has secured its geography and territorial integrity, established security, does not pose
a threat to any world country and
as a ruling system – reserves the
right to have formal relations with
the world and be a responsible
member of the wider international community.
- We assure the entire world
and specifically Islamic countries
that the territory of Afghanistan
will not be used against anyone
and we shall work in tandem to
combat the cultivation and trafficking of narcotics. All must acknowledge that political isolation
of Afghanistan is not beneficial for

anyone, therefore it is imperative
that all support the prevailing stability and back it both politically
and economically.
- Afghanistan presently is a
very secure country from a security perspective. We are hopeful
that work on regional projects is
expedited and half-done projects
financed by world countries completed.
- Currently there exists a great
opportunity for foreign investment. We call on the international
investors and specifically those
from Islamic countries to begin
investments in Afghanistan. We
from our side assure them about
providing all necessary facilities.
As a result of the prevalent security, Afghanistan can now transform into a hub of regional economic connectivity.
Excellences,
At a time when our people
have been devastated by wars,
drought, the covid-19 pandemic
and poverty, as billions of our
dollar reserves have been frozen,
and the suspension of development and assistance projects by
the International Monetary Fund,
World Bank, Asian Development
Bank and other institutes have led
to health, education and social services teetering on the brink, all of
this has only harmed the general
public.
See P7

OIC conference’s stance positive on Afghanistan
The Organization of the Islamic Cooperation (OIC) held the
first ever meeting on Afghanistan,
after the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) reached power
on August 15.
Around 40 Islamic countries
and organizations attended the
meeting hosted by the neighboring country of Pakistan.
The main aim of the conference was to help prevent deterioration of Afghanistan economic
and humanitarian situation, after
the U.S.’s denial to unfreeze billions of dollars in financial assets
of the country’s central bank.
Leading a high-ranking delegation, acting Foreign Minister of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Amir Khan Muttaqi attended the
meeting held in Islamabad, the capital of Pakistan.
The participants, in the extraordinary ministerial meeting,
discussed some key issues on
agenda including Afghanistan’s
economic and humanitarian situations.
The country’s acting Foreign
Minister, Amir Khan Muttaqi
spoke about the future relations
of the country with the representatives of the participating countries.
In his historical speech at the
meeting, Muttaqi said that the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan was
a representative and responsible
government of the Afghan nation.

“We, as a representative and
responsible government of the
Afghan people, consider human
rights, women rights and participation by all capable Afghans
from various regions our duty. We
have done much in this regard and
will continue to take further
steps”.
Muttaqi quoted the recently
announced effective decree by the
supreme leader of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan about the
rights of women that would prove

instrumental in giving them their
rights.
Generally, the most OIC’s
conference discussion on Afghanistan, was productive and with
relatively positive outcomes for
Afghanistan.
The Islamic organization
should do more for the Islamic
Emirate in term of recognition,
unfreezing assets, reopening of
foreign countries’ embassies and
resumption of all political missions in Afghanistan.

The organization should now
act as a frontrunner intermediator
between Afghanistan and other
world countries in drawing all-out
assistances for the Afghan people.
The OIC can also play key
role in encouraging the international community to rebuild its normal relations with Afghanistan and
help the poverty-stricken people
stand on their feet.
The Kabul Times

KABUL: Sher Muhammad Abbas Stanekzai, Deputy Foreign Minister said that the war has ended and the country is safe to live now, so
all those who have left the country for economic and political reasons
must return home, Bakhtar News Agency (BNA) reported.
In a gathering, held marking International Migrants Day, Deputy

FM Stanekzai said all those who
have left the country must return,
as the country is safe now.
“Afghan cadres should come
back and contribute in the development and reconstruction of their
country,” the agency quoted
Stanekzai as saying.
He argued that they have inherited the ongoing economic crisis from the previous government,
adding that Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is committed to provide
work opportunities for youth .
Meanwhile, the deputy Foreign Minister Abbas Stanekzai
also called on Iran and Pakistan to
provide the best of living facilities for the Afghan refugees.
The Kabul Times

MoF sends “non-foreign aid’
budget proposal to cabinet
The Ministry of Finance says
that the draft budget for solar year
1401 has been prepared and will
be sent to the cabinet for approval.
Officials at the Ministry of
Finance said that it is the first time
in two decades that the national
budget has been prepared without accounting for foreign aid in
the country.
Ahmad Wali Haqmal, spokesman for the Ministry of Finance,
said that the revenue that has been
collected from customs and other
domestic sources was considered
in the 1401 budget.
“This is the first time in the
past twenty years or two decades
that we have made this kind of
budget that does not rely on foreign aid, and we have made this
budget through our domestic revenues,” said Ahmad Wali Haqmal,
spokesman for the Ministry of
Finance.
Haqmal added that the money collected from customs and
other domestic sources will be
enough for the domestic expenses
of the country.

“In general, all of our internal
resources and revenue sources are
active and it’s getting better day
by day; the key is that there is no
corruption in its collection,” Haqmal said.
Meanwhile, some economists
say that the cutting-off of billions
of dollars of foreign aid to Afghanistan will affect the implementation of major development
projects in the country.
The exact budget for the fis-

cal year 1401 has not yet been determined, while the budget for
1400 in the previous government
was more than 473 billion Afghanis, of which 311 billion was allocated for the ordinary budget and
another 161 billion went to the
development budget.
And more than 70% of the
total budget was from foreign aid
pledged.
The Kabul Times

IEA holds cabinet meeting
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan IEA held cabinet meeting that was participated by the officials from
all ministries and independent Directorates.
Following the discussions on the depreciation of the Afghani currency against the dollar, the Economic
Commission was instructed to take immediate and serious action in this regard and if required, seek help
from the Ministry of Interior MoI and Directorate of Intelligence.
The officials further added that urgent and serious decisions must be taken to prevent money laundering. If anyone is caught smuggling currency, they should be sent to jail and the money should be handed over
to the Afghanistan Bank. The meeting also approved the draft of the administrative board regarding the
Administrative Reform and Civil Service Commission and the Directorate of Property whose next steps
will be carried out in accordance with the principles. Moreover a delegation was assigned to better organize
the distribution of humanitarian aids. The delegation will be led by the Acting Minister of Economics, Qari
Din Mohammad Hanif and will include officials from the Ministry of Disasters Management, the Ministry
of Public Health, the Ministry of Rural Rehabilitation and Development, the Ministry of Refugees, the
Ministry of Martyrs and Disabled and the Afghan Red Crescent Society. According to the cabinet decision,
the Kabul Green Belt project has been transferred from the Ministry of Agriculture to the Kabul Municipality. Based on this project, trees will be planted on 550 hectares of land in areas including Asmayee and
Sher entrances of Kabul city, Qargha and north of Kabul Airport that will transform the look of Kabul city.
Retirement and pension relevant problems, the treatment of the heirs of martyrs at government hospitals
and many other issues were also discussed in details. The Kabul Times

