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Total and Eni
ready in billions
of dollars in
Libya energy
projects
France’s TotalEnergies SE and
Italy’s Eni SpA said they were
ready to invest billions of dollars
in Libya as the OPEC nation
emerges from a decade of conflict
and civil war.
“I want to contribute to Libya’s comeback,” TotalEnergies’
Chief Executive Officer Patrick
Pouyanne said on Monday at an
energy conference in the capital,
Tripoli.
“Some may see more boldness than wisdom in TotalEnergies’ decision to partner with Libya. I don’t. Where they see risks,
I see the opportunities.”
The Paris-based firm will put
$2 billion into Libya’s Waha oil
project, which will boost production by around 100,000 barrels a
day, he said. It will also work to
raise output at the Mabruk field
and help build 500 megawatts of
solar power to feed the local grid.
Libya will be a vital source of
supply for global petroleum markets over the next decade, Pouyanne said.
The nation contains Africa’s
biggest oil reserves but has been
mired in fighting for much of the
period since 2011, when leader
Moammar Qaddafi was toppled
in an uprising. Warring sides
struck a truce in mid-2020, leading to more stability and enabling
crude output to rise from barely
anything to around 1.1 million
barrels a day.
The government has said it
needs plenty of foreign investment to sustain that level of output, let alone reach its target of
between 2 and 2.5 million barrels
per day within six years.
An interim government led by
Prime Minister Abdul Hamid
Dbeibah is meant to govern the
country until shortly after presidential elections scheduled for
Dec. 24. Dbeibah said this week
that he will run for the presidency, joining a field that includes Saif
al-Islam Gaddafi, a son of the
former dictator, and eastern-based
commander Khalifa Haftar.
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Sudan military says several
soldiers killed in Ethiopian attack

Sudan’s military says several
Sudanese soldiers were killed in
an attack by Ethiopian forces in a
disputed border region.
In a statement on Saturday,
Sudan’s military said “our forces
tasked with securing the harvest
in Al-Fashaqa… were attacked by
groups of Ethiopian army forces

O

Kabul

and militias, who sought to intimidate farmers and spoil the harvest season.”
Sudanese troops “repelled the
attack” and “inflicted heavy losses in lives and equipment” on the
Ethiopian side, it said.
But the attack left “several
killed” among Sudanese forces, it

said, without giving a death toll.
The Reuters news agency, citing military sources, said at least
six soldiers had been killed in the
attack.
Ethiopian officials could not
be immediately reached for comment.
Al-Fashaqa is a border zone

Deaths in Niger as protesters
confront French army convoy

A French military convoy
heading to Mali has run into more
trouble in a town in Niger after
being delayed for more than a
week by protests in Burkina Faso,
with the Nigerien government reporting two deaths and 18 wounded.
The supply convoy, which
arrived in Africa in Ivory Coast
last week, had crossed Burkina
Faso and on Friday entered Niger
on its way to central Mali.
Its destination is a base at
Gao, a hub of France’s Barkhane
operation, which is shoring up allies in the Sahel region in the fight
against armed groups that began
in northern Mali nearly a decade
ago.
But clashes reportedly broke
out at Tera in western Niger on
Saturday.
“The convoy of the French
Barkhane force escorted by the
national gendarmerie was blocked
by very violent protesters in Tera
in the Tillaberi region, where it had
spent the night,” the interior ministry said in a statement.
“In its attempt to break free,
it used force,” leading to “the
deaths of two people and 18
wounded”, including 11 seriously. The town mayor had earlier
announced that three people had
been killed, but later said he had
been mistaken.
“No French soldier was
wounded,” French army spokesman Pascal Ianni told AFP news
agency. But “two civilian drivers
in the convoy were hurt by stones
and some civilian trucks were
damaged”.
“The convoy halted last night
at Tera. This morning, when they
wanted to continue the road to
Niamey, they were stopped by
1,000 demonstrators and a violent
group among them tried to take

over the trucks,” he said.
Nigerien gendarmes fired tear
gas to disperse the protesters, he
added.
Later, mid-morning, “tensions
soared again” and the gendarmes
and French soldiers “fired warning shots”, Ianni said before the
more than 100-vehicle convoy
was able to move off.
He denied “false information”
posted on social networks that the
French army had killed dozens of
civilians at Tera.
After entering Burkina Faso
last week, the convoy was slowed
by protesters at Bobo-Dioulasso,
the country’s second largest city,
and then in Ouagadougou, the capital.
On November 19, several
thousand demonstrators blocked
the convoy at Kaya, about 100km
(62 miles) north of Ouagadougou.
The following day, local sources said four people had suffered
gunshot wounds in Kaya, in circumstances that remain unclear –
French and Burkinabe soldiers
fired warning shots and tear gas
to disperse demonstrators.
Protest organisers said they
wanted to expose flaws in Burkina Faso’s security accords with
former colonial ruler France.
But rumours have also spread
on social media – which were recounted by protesters in Kaya –
claiming the convoy was, in fact,
carrying weapons for rebel fighters. Burkinabe Foreign Minister
Alpha Barry dismissed the rumours on Wednesday and pointed to what he said was France’s
long history of help at times of
crisis.
On Friday, Niger President
Mohamed Bazoum had expressed
his “gratitude” to France and applauded its “sacrifices” in the Sahel.

long cultivated by Ethiopian farmers but claimed by Sudan.
The zone, which also borders
Ethiopia’s troubled Tigray region,
has seen sporadic deadly clashes
between the two sides over the
past years, but escalated last year.
Tensions rose after fighting
erupted in Tigray in November
2020 and sent tens of thousands
of refugees fleeing into Sudan.
Khartoum and Addis Ababa
have since been locked in a tense
war of words over the region, trading accusations of violence and
territorial violations.
The border dispute feeds into
wider tensions in the region, including over Ethiopia’s controversial Grand Ethiopian Renaissance
Dam on the Blue Nile.
Sudan, along with Egypt, has
been locked in a bitter dispute
over the mega-dam for a decade.
Both downstream countries,
dependent on the river for most
of their water, see it as an existential threat.
Aljazeera

US to exert pressure on Iran if it
uses Vienna talks to boost nuclear
program: Envoy
The US and its partners will
exert pressure on Iran if it uses
the Vienna talks scheduled to resume on Monday as a ruse to accelerate its nuclear program, US
special envoy to Iran Robert Malley told BBC on Saturday.
“If Iran thinks it can use this
time to build more leverage and
then come back and say they want
something better it simply won't
work. We and our partners won't
go for it,” he said.
He added: “If that's Iran's approach, which is to try to use the
negotiations as cover for an accelerated nuclear program, and as I
say, drag its feet at the nuclear table, we will have to respond in a
way that is not our preference.”
“Nobody should be surprised
if at that point there is increased

pressure on Iran,” Malley, who
heads the US negotiating team to
the talks in Vienna, said.
Indirect talks between the US
and Iran, with participation of
France, Russia, China, UK and
Germany, to revive the abandoned
2015 nuclear deal are set to resume in Vienna on Monday after
a five-month hiatus.
Under the 2015 accord, Iran
was only allowed to enrich uranium up to 3.67 percent, way below the 90 percent required for
weapons-grade uranium.
However, after former US
President Donald Trump withdrew from the accord in 2018 and
imposed sanctions on Iran, Tehran
began aggressively enriching uranium.
Talks between Iran and the US

have stalled after Ebrahim Raisi
was elected president in June.
Washington has repeatedly
warned that its patience was wearing thin and threatened a so called
“Plan B” was in place if Tehran
wouldn’t play ball, but did not
elaborate on the details of said
plan.
“We hope not to get that there,
but if we are, then pressure will
have to increase to send a message to Iran that the choice it is
making is the wrong one. That it
has a different path available to it,
but it's not a path open indefinitely because Iran's nuclear program is putting the very essence
of the deal negotiated [in 2015] at
risk,” he said.
Alarabiya

Saudi Arabia
allows entry of
all travelers
who received
one dose of
COVID-19
vaccine
Saudi Arabia will allow direct
entry to travelers from all countries who have received one dose
of COVID-19 vaccine starting
from December 4, the Ministry
of Interior said on Saturday.
Travelers allowed entry
would have to quarantine for three
days. The ministry did not specify a particular vaccine as a requirement.
The Kingdom suspended on
Friday flights to and from South
Africa, Namibia, Botswana, Zimbabwe, Mozambique, Lesotho
and Eswatini over concerns of the
spread of the new COVID-19 variant, Omicron.
Saudi Arabia had started easing COVID-19 curbs on the travel
and tourism industry since midOctober.
It allowed airports to operate
at 100 percent capacity, cancelled
the requirement of social distancing in public places, modes of
transportation, restaurants, and
cinemas, as well as lifting the requirement of wearing masks outdoors.
The authorities also lifted the
restrictions on the number of people at gatherings such as wedding
halls and event venues.
Alarabiya

Turkish lira crisis hits Idlib in Syria
Jamil Barakat says it was never easy to sustain a living in Syria’s northwestern Idlib town. But
the Turkish lira crisis next door
and skyrocketing inflation have
made running his small business a
nightmare.
“Produce prices change every
day, and customers are in disbelief,” Barakat tells Al Jazeera.
“And of course you have to take
into consideration rent and transportation costs.”
The value of the Turkish lira
to the US dollar earlier this week
crashed to a record low, as President Recep Tayyip Erdogan defends sharp interest rate cuts.
Over the past year, the Turkish
currency lost about 40 percent of
its value, and inflation is approaching 20 percent.
Turkey’s fiscal crisis has
spilled over into opposition-held
Idlib in neighbouring Syria, which
adopted the Turkish currency
more than a year ago. Some 4.4
million people live in Idlib, about
half of them are displaced.
“It’s not only the monetary
connection with Turkey but also
the trade connection,” Karam
Shaar, the research director of
Syrian think-tank Operations and
Policy Center, tells Al Jazeera.
“Bab al-Hawa, the most significant border crossing with Turkey,
is effectively controlled by HTS
[Hayet Tahrir al-Sham].”
“Everything here is imported,” Barakat says, pointing at all
his fruit and vegetables. “Do we
have any orchards or groves here?”
Mohammad al-Ahmad is also
struggling to keep his bakery in
business, with flour and fuel prices skyrocketing – all brought in
from Turkey.

“At this rate, it will cost three
lira ($0.24) to produce a bundle
of bread, but we have no choice
but to keep selling it at 2.5,” alAhmad says. “We’ll have to work
at a loss but how else will people
afford it?”
Al-Ahmad says wheat and
fuel costs internationally have
been increasing, so the Turkish
fiscal crisis is an additional burden for him and about a dozen
employees. “I mean you can see
even in Lebanon they have a wheat
and fuel crisis of their own, too.”
Shaar says Syrians in Idlib will
struggle to cope with price
shocks, especially as its weak
economy relies heavily on international aid for subsistence.
“When the Turkish currency
depreciates, prices adjust quickly,” he explains. “But because
wages are sticky and take longer
to adjust, people no longer can
afford commodities.”
Many people are borrowing
money to buy groceries or asking
shop owners such as Farid Mahloul if they could pay them back
later.
“Every day is something new,
the lira goes up and down and it’s
hard to price things properly,”
Mahloul tells Al Jazeera. “When
customers can’t pay us back on
time, we work at a bigger loss because the value of the lira continues to decline.”
So difficult’
Mahloul says he is doing everything he can to keep his small
grocery store in Idlib in business.
“It’s just so difficult.”
It is hitting families hard.
Many who already work long
hours for very little money are
now unable to secure the basic

necessities to survive.
Fakhri Bitar fled war-torn
Homs to Idlib eight years ago, and
the taxi driver is in disbelief at the
declining value of what he earns.
“You end up working for your
income, and once you’re done the
lira suddenly goes up,” he tells Al
Jazeera. “Everything you worked
for is spent almost entirely on
rent.”
Bitar says he has had to cut
costs on basic goods for his three
children, like milk and diapers.
“Diapers have doubled in prices,
and so we bought the poor quality ones that give my kids skin irritations,” he says.
Going forward, Syrians in
Idlib are more anxious than ever
for winter this year.
Residents tell Al Jazeera that
aid for the winter has significantly declined, and the Turkish lira
crisis could be a decisive blow.
Barakat has not been able to
buy fuel for heating this winter.
His income alone is not enough
for other expenses, now more out
of reach.
“We sold my wife’s engagement ring to pay for this month,”
he says while anxiously rearranging his produce. “So we haven’t
been able to buy anything for the
winter because fuel is too expensive.”
But Bitar says he fears for his
children’s health as his family anticipates a frigid winter season.
“We haven’t even thought
about getting a heater set up yet,”
the taxi driver says. “My kids are
already getting sick because of the
cold weather, and I can’t afford to
get them proper treatment.”
Aljazeera

