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Three bodies found after days of
unrest in Solomon Islands

The bodies of three people
have been discovered in a burntout building in Honiara, the capital of the Solomon Islands, police
said on Saturday, the first reported deaths after days of rioting in
the restive city.
The charred bodies were discovered in a store in the Chinatown district, which has been a
target for looters and protesters.
A security guard told AFP news
agency he found the bodies in two
rooms late on Friday.
Police said forensic teams had
launched an investigation and
were still on the scene but that
the cause of the deaths was unclear.
More than 100 people had
been arrested for rioting, police
said on Saturday, as residents began to assess the damage left by
days of unrest.
An overnight curfew has been
imposed on the restive capital after three days of violence that saw
the prime minister’s home come

under attack and swathes of the
city reduced to smouldering ruins. The 7pm (08:00 GMT) – 6am
(19:00 GMT) lockdown will remain in force until it is revoked
by the Governor General.
Australian police officers, who
arrived in the country late on
Thursday following a request
from the government, also joined
their Solomon Islands’ counterparts on the streets to help restore order and protect critical infrastructure.
Some 50 officers from the
Royal Papua New Guinea Constabulary have also flown to in
Honiara.
“Australia and Papua New
Guinea are concerned about the
violent turn that protests have
taken in Honiara and jointly emphasise the importance of resolving tensions peacefully,” Papua
New Guinea’s minister for foreign
affairs Soroi Eoe, and Australian
foreign minister Marise Payne
said in a joint statement.

“We are aiming to help restore
calm and allow normal constitutional processes to operate,” they
said.
The explosion of violence is
partly a result of frustrations with
Prime Minister Manasseh Sogavare’s government and chronic
unemployment — a situation
made worse by the pandemic.
Experts say the crisis has also
been fuelled by long-standing animosity between residents of
Malaita, the most populous island, and the central government
based on the island of Guadalcanal. The archipelago nation of
about 700,000 people has for decades endured ethnic and political
tensions.
Malaita residents have long
complained that their island is
neglected by the central government, and divisions have intensified since Sogavare suddenly
switched diplomatic recognition
to China from Taiwan in 2019.
Songavare on Friday blamed

foreign powers for stoking the
unrest, but did not name them.
Malaitan Premier, Daniel
Suidani, has become known for his
vocal opposition to Solomon Islands’ China policy, and has maintained an informal diplomatic relationship with Taiwan throughout the COVID-19 pandemic.
Suidani spent five months in
Taiwan earlier this year, ostensibly to receive medical treatment
for an undisclosed brain condition.
Sogavare has been prime minister in four separate occasions
since 2001, and opposition leader
Matthew Wale has called on the
veteran politician to resign. On
Saturday, the Solomon Islands
Herald reported Wale was filing a
no-confidence motion in Sogavare.
Although it does not have the
numbers to succeed, Wale said the
prime minister’s “lack of humility” had contributed to the crisis
and a political solution was necessary to end the violence.
Aljazeera
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The West African returnees using
film to flip script on migration
Dakar, Senegal – The last
thing Aïssata Ndiaye remembers
before waking up in a Moroccan
hospital was shivering helplessly
while watching her friend Khadija
– a young mother – drift away in
the Mediterranean. The inflatable
dinghy on which they had been
trying to cross the sea had just
capsized. Ndiaye was only one
of a few who managed to make it
back on board.
Ndiaye, who was only 21 at
the time, had paid a woman more
than one million CFA francs
(about $1,700) to secure her passage from Tangiers to Spain. She
was hoping to attend university
once she arrived.
“I have lived a lot of pain,”
Ndiaye said. “I dreamed of travelling the world, and I did it, but
not the way I wanted to.”
Every year, thousands of people find resourceful ways to travel from different parts of sub-Saharan Africa to attempt to cross
into Europe in search of a better
life and to flee conflict and persecution.
According to the International Organization for Migration
(IOM), some 2,400 people died
or disappeared while trying to
migrate to Europe in the first nine
months of this year – more than
in the whole of last year. About
1,200 deaths were recorded on the
route from Libya to Italy. Others
end up stranded in labour camps
or random places in remote parts
of North Africa.
On average, more than half of
Mediterranean crossings are unsuccessful.
On Ndiaye’s trip in 2019, four
of her friends died. She found herself alone and says she was tortured in Morocco, then sent to
Algeria where she was beaten and
sent to Niger. Eventually, she managed to return home to Senegal
with the help of the IOM.
Now, the 23-year-old, along
with a number of other returnee
refugees and asylum seekers, has
turned to film to explore the complexities of migration. Their work
is in the spotlight at this year’s
IOM Global Migration Film Festival, currently being held in 13
countries across West and Central Africa. It runs until December

18, when winners will be announced on International Migrants
Day.
“We always see images of migration that are made by Europeans or Americans,” said Tabara Ly
Wane, co-producer of La Maison
Bleue, a documentary competing
in the festival’s main category. “It
is absolutely necessary that Africans themselves speak about their
stories – that they tell their own
experiences.”
For the first time, a special
competition is being held for films
by people such as Ndiaye who
volunteer with the IOM’s “Migrants as Messengers” project.
Her film, Sous Mes Pieds
(“Beneath My Feet”), was shown
at a community screening last
weekend in Dakar’s Yaraax neighbourhood, where the informal
outdoor venue was packed with
children and young people.
“Cinema has the advantage of
immediacy,” said Magueye Kasse,
a Senegalese art critic who chose
the film festival’s jury. “It confronts you, it shocks you with an
image, and the image makes you
think.”
The idea behind the Migrants
as Messengers initiative is to overcome potential distrust for institutional messaging by using peerto-peer messaging from returned
migrants instead. The programme
trains volunteers in photography,
theatre, journalism and video production, and works with them to
start conversations in their communities.
The IOM has said the objective is not to discourage people
from travelling, but rather to raise
awareness about the risks of irregular migration and promote safe
routes. Christopher Gascon, the
organisation’s West and Central
Africa regional director, knows
that is not always realistic.
“When you’re dealing [with]
desperation, it’s very difficult to
say, ‘Oh, why don’t you look for
a regular route?'” he said. “There
are regular options to travel, but
those are all linked to how wellprepared you are, and that has to
do with development and education.”
Still, he wants to inform people about “what might be waiting

out there”.
Migration again became a hotbutton issue recently in Europe
when thousands of people
amassed on Belarus’s border with
Poland, camping out in the freezing cold. This week, at least 27
people drowned in the English
Channel when their dinghy capsized during an attempted crossing from France.
Zeidy Dabo, a Malian, in 2017
travelled by dinghy to Italy with
his wife and three children but
they ended up living in a tent on
the outskirts of Paris. Four years
later, he is still waiting for a response to his asylum application
and is not permitted to work.
Though his family now lives
in a safer shelter, and his children
are in school and doing well, he
does not recommend the path he
took. “I wouldn’t encourage anyone to cross the Mediterranean –
not even my worst enemy,” Dabo
said.
There also is the stigma refugees and asylum seekers face upon
returning home. Fatou Guet Ndiaye, who directed the film Mantoulaye, said she had to repeat a
school year following her own attempted journey.
As a teenager, she had boarded a wooden fishing boat bound
for the Canary Islands, but had to
turn back after six days when the
captain got lost. Her parents were
devastated.
“They scolded me – they
even hit me – because they said it
wasn’t right for a girl in her last
year of high school to leave all that
and go to Spain … in a pirogue
with boys,” she said.
As for Aïssata Ndiaye, who
says she has wanted to be a filmmaker since she was a child, she is
hoping the film festival will help
her build a career in the industry.
If she wins the competition,
she plans to use the prize – new
film equipment – to launch more
projects and “showcase her talent” to the world.
“I know I will continue to focus on migration,” she said. “I
have a lot of things to tell about
migration; it’s so vast, so vague,
there is so much to tell.”
Aljazeera

Japan’s new pandemic border restrictions
disappoint residents stranded abroad
Earlier this month Japan lifted its entry restrictions to allow
technical interns, foreign students
and short term business people
to enter the country after closing
its borders to almost all non-Japanese citizens following the outbreak of COVID-19. It was a welcome announcement for many
people abroad, waiting in limbo
for almost 18 months to start
working or studying in Japan. But
the new border rules have been a
disappointment with complicated paperwork causing headaches
for sponsoring organizations in
Japan.
With more than 70 percent of
the population fully vaccinated,
the new border policy allows
quarantine to be shortened from
10 days to three days. But the
biggest obstacle facing host organizations is the document submission process. New visa holders
entering Japan are required to have
a designated representative from
the host company take charge of
a person’s coronavirus countermeasures. The three-day quarantine requires a total of six documents to be submitted in advance
by the host company, including
proof of vaccination, a negative
COVID-19 test upon arrival, an
activity plan covering four to 10
days and a written pledge guaranteeing that the person entering
Japan is not carrying COVID-19.

Lastly, final approval is needed
by the appropriate ministry.
However, different ministries are
in charge of different applications
depending on the business category.
Until the end of September
people returning to Japan from
overseas were required to be quarantined for 14 days at home. After October, quarantine was
shortened to 10 days based on a
negative PCR test on the 10th day.
People returning to Japan are not
permitted to take public transport
from the airport. The new border
measures require a designated representative to pick up incoming
students or business travelers
from the airport and accompany
them to their predetermined accommodation.
The Japanese government’s
cautious reopening was not what
many had hoped for. The business community aimed for a shorter quarantine to encourage productive international business
trips. The Keidanren, also known
as the Japanese Business Federation, have been lobbying the government to balance coronavirus
countermeasures with resuming
international business. They had
recommended the removal of
compulsory quarantine with proof
of vaccination. The new complex
visa procedures have been criticized as unnecessary and as dis-

couraging sponsoring companies
from submitting paperwork for
shorter quarantine.
Japan also aims to increase the
number of daily arrivals from the
current 3,500 to 5,000 starting
Friday. But with some 370,000
foreign residents waiting to re-enter Japan from abroad, the new
cap will still leave many stuck on
a long waiting list.
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Foreigner residents have borne
the brunt of Japan’s unpredictable
border restrictions, which tightened in response to the spread of
highly contagious variants. Although the number of COVID-19
cases in Tokyo has reached its
lowest level since the pandemic
began, the resurgence of COVID19 in Europe and parts of Asia
where vaccines are widely available serve as bleak warning of what
may lie ahead during the holiday
season. Japan’s coronavirus peaks
have generally followed a month
or two behind Europe and the latest easing of border restrictions
may be short-lived if new arrivals
begin to test positive at immigration.
The first wave of coronavirus
in Japan was triggered by imported cases from Europe and the
United States. In an effort to stop
the spread of the coronavirus, the

Abe administration closed the
border to all travelers on April 3,
2020 which left many residents,
including those with permanent
residence status, locked out of the
country and many non-Japanese
residents stuck in Japan unable to
visit home in fear of being unable
to re-enter Japan.
Get briefed on the story of the
week, and developing stories to
watch across the Asia-Pacific.
Anti-virus entry restrictions
have varied from country to country in response to the pandemic
situation at the point of departure. In late December last year,
the foreign residents departing
from the U.K. and South Africa
were barred from entering Japan
after several residents arriving in
Japan tested positive for the alpha and beta variants. In April this
year the spread of the highly contagious Delta variant led to foreign residents visiting South Asian
countries such as India and Bangladesh barred from re-entering Japan.
Just before the pandemic surfaced, Japan was a tourist hotspot
and its airports hives of activity.
In January 2020 over 4 million
people entered Japan. However
that number fell to just under
66,000 in September last year.
thediplomat

Saudi unveils plans for Diriyah Square,
which will host more than 450 global brands
Saudi Arabia’s Diriyah Gate
Development Authority (DGDA)
has announced its future vision for
the Diriyah Square project, which
started in 2019 and represents the
commercial heart of the al-Diriyah
project, scheduled to open in
2024.
The square, located in the
middle of the al-Diriyah scheme,
will host more than 450 of the
world’s leading global retail
brands, complemented by an additional 100 authentic local Saudi
artisan souks, state news agency
SPA reported on Friday.
It said Diriyah Square will be
home to a “streetscape of inviting
laneways, open-air courtyards,
and souks, to a thriving day and
night-time shopping.”
“The long-term goals and expectations of the project aim to
celebrate the local community, elevate the social, cultural, and his-

torical context, connect with the
roots of the Saudi heritage, and
create solid foundations on which
to build the best possible future
for the community,” it added.
DGDA CEO Jerry Inzerillo
said since its foundation in 2017,
DGDA has been attracting the
world’s most experienced real estate professionals to Saudi Arabia
and Diriyah for the project.
The development supports
the Kingdom’s Vision 2030, a
roadmap drawn to create a vibrant

society and thriving economy, he
said.
In March, Inzerillo told Al
Arabiya English that the al-Diriyah Gate project will help catapult the kingdom into the tourist
destination of the world.
Inzerillo said the mega-project
is still meeting its building targets
despite the COVID-19 pandemic, with the site expected to be
“the jewel in Saudi Arabia’s
crown” once completed.
alarabiya

