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World Cup 2022 play-off draw: Ronaldo How this former pro Basketball
and Portugal on collision course with Italy player's product could make the
sport safer
As Tamir Goodman sat in
his living room in January 2021
with his family during yet another of Israel's several Covidrelated lockdowns, he received
an email from his children's
basketball coaches that would
set him on a path to a new venture involving several NBA
teams and upcoming sales in
one of America's largest sporting-goods chains.
"We got an email saying
we're not sure if we're ever going back to basketball practice,
but if we do, every kid needs
to bring their own basketball,"
says Tamir Goodman, adding
that the new rule was intended
to prevent the spread of germs.
For Goodman, who in 1999
was ranked the 25th-best high
school player in the U.S. and
had been dubbed "the Jewish
Jordan" in the pages of Sports

Only one of Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal and Euro 2020 winners Italy will be able to book their
place at World Cup 2022, with
the two heavyweight nations staring at one another in a potential
final matchup with a spot in Qatar on the line.
Portugal will face Turkey
while Italy will take on North
Macedonia in their semi-final
play-off matchups, with the winners of those games set to collide
in the Path C finale.

Gators
flailing in
CBS Sports
college
football
rankings
Florida’s one-point overtime
loss to Missouri on Saturday was
enough to end the Dan Mullen era
as the Gators fell to 5-6 on the
season, needing a win at home in
the rivalry game against Florida
State just to reach bowl eligibility. This has certainly been a disappointing season for UF fans, and
the team now ranks way down on
the CBS Sports college football
rankings after the loss.
The Gators already weren’t in
a very good position, but that loss
dropped the team four more spots
to just No. 72 in the country.
That’s below teams like Rutgers,
Syracuse and even 3-8 Nebraska.
Meanwhile, the Gators are just
ahead of teams like UTEP and Illinois.
Florida should never need to
win its final game just to make it
to a bowl, and it’s understandable
why athletic director Scott Stricklin decided to pull the plug on the
Mullen experiment despite the
moderate success the team found
under him (such as two New
Year’s Six wins and an SEC East
title in 2020).
This team doesn’t have much
to play for beyond an extension
of the season, and if it’s going to
beat the Seminoles, it will have to
do it without three coaches that
were on the sidelines to begin the
season. Against an FSU team that
has won two straight and five of
its last seven, interim coach Greg
Knox will certainly have his hands
full.

The winner of that finale will
go to Qatar, with the loser missing out on the World Cup.
Scotland and Wales are going
to need to get through Ukraine and
Austria in order to keep their
dreams of reaching the finals in
Qatar alive, with the winners of
those games facing off in the Path
A finale.
Elsewhere, Zlatan Ibrahimovic
will be hoping to edge a step closer to gracing another major international tournament when Swe-

den take on Czech Republic, while
Russia must overcome Poland in
Path B.
"It's a very difficult draw for
us," said Italy boss Roberto Mancini, "because North Macedonia
is a good team and, if we win, we
have to play away to Turkey or
Portugal in the final. It's very
strong."
The 12 remaining teams battling it out for three places at Qatar 2022 have been split into three
paths of four nations.

It will also form a new antidiscrimination unit, within six
months, "to ensure that the ECB
has the right resources and capabilities to help tackle discrimination".
One of the points in the action plan is a governance review
of the ECB. In a week where a
fan-led review recommended an
independent regulator for football,
Harrison said it was appropriate
that the review should at least
consider whether that was the
best way forward for cricket too.
"We had a meeting yesterday
with the county chairs... whether
we should be the regulator and the
national governing body going forward," he said.
"That conversation is one
we're going to have with the game
as well.
"I think it's the right time for
us now to go back as a collective
again and work out whether we
have got the right governance
structures, given the pressures and
the uniquely different role that
ECB plays now as a major sport,
with the multiple hats that we have
to wear, overseeing the game as
we do. "If a governance review
comes back with a recommendation (that an independent regulator is appropriate) then you've got
to have a very good reason not to
go along with that recommendation." The ECB's regulatory processes - and why it had not intervened to investigate Rafiq's allegations at an earlier stage - were
questioned by the same Digital,
Culture, Media and Sport select
committee who heard from Rafiq.
The plan looks at understanding and education more, addressing dressing-room culture, removing barriers in the talent pathway,
creating a welcoming environment
for all and publishing localised
EDI action plans within six
months.
Some of the measures agreed
by the game-wide response to racism will be implemented immediately like EDI training for all those

feature for fans that it's been
replicated in video games. Less
prominently, a slippery ball is
a frequent hindrance.
"It constantly happens
throughout a game, where a
player says something to a referee, and the referee will dry
the ball," says Goodman, who
played seven years of professional ball. At higher levels of
competition, sweat on the ball
is such a common problem that
in some situations, players
know "instead of shooting [the
ball], you'll just pass it because
it's too slippery." Removing
moisture
automatically,
through the net, would help
eliminate that problem and
speed up games.
Battling moisture with the
Aviv Net was the goal for Thon
Makur, a former NBA player
who now plays for Hapoel

al materials, which he's dubbed
the Aviv Net--is now in use
during games for a team in Europe's FIBA Champions
League, at the basketball camp
launched by the late Kobe Bryant, and is being beta-tested
in practice facilities for four
NBA teams, the University of
Kentucky and the University
of Memphis.
Goodman and his business
partner and investor David
Warschawski, founder of the
VC firm Warschawski Ventures, also have deals in place
for the nets to be used at all
games for the minor-league organization, The Basketball
League, and a verbal commitment from Dick's Sporting
Goods to sell the nets with
prominent placement in 50
stores. The Aviv Net is also a
finalist in the NBA's Launchpad program, a competition to
feature new products. The
company declined to share
sales figures, all of which have
come from pre-orders.
In addition to earning a living through in-person basketball events, which were put on
hold during Covid, Goodman
hosts an annual basketball
camp in Israel where he brings
in former NBA players, like Hall
of Famer Rick Barry, to work
with a group of kids mostly visiting from America. He earns
additional income working for
the professional Hapoel Jerusalem basketball club, and in
speaking engagements. Goodman has taken an entrepreneurial approach to basketball
ever since he was a kid.
"I started doing basketball
camps to help pay for my SAT
classes," he says, explaining
that he'd become the subject
of national attention in choosing a college to attend.
While the antimicrobial aspect of the net is a natural point
of emphasis during Covid--and
is expected to be a selling point
relating to cold and flu season
in the long run--it's the moisture-wicking that could affect
the game of basketball, itself.
Seeing staff mop moisture from
the floors during breaks in basketball games is such a regular

Jerusalem. During a break in the
action at a recent game, the
seven-footer reached up to the
Aviv Net and dried his hands.
Dealing with a slippery ball
is one reason The Sports Academy, previously the Mamba
Sports Academy, part-owned
by the late Hall of Famer Kobe
Bryant, has decided to use the
Aviv Nets. AJ Moye, a former
professional basketball player
and now Master Coach of the
basketball program there, said
that moisture becomes an increasingly-large problem at
higher levels of competition.
"Those big men, they sweat a
ton. That gets the ball very
wet," Moye says. In his own
high school career, Moye was
playing against Kwame Brown,
who would go on to be the
number one pick in the 2001
NBA draft, and "We were right
about to win the game at the
end, and the ball slipped out
of my hand."
Moye, who met Goodman
met as top high school prospects in 1999, says he thinks
the nets "will be mandatory"
because avoiding the spread
of germs will be increasingly
urgent. " I really feel that, in
the climate of our modern-day
society, there'll always be a global pandemic," and finding
ways to tamp down the spread
of disease will be a persistent
necessity.
For Goodman, there's a
message of responsibility and
inspiration in pushing forward
with his nets idea during a dark
time. "It was very meaningful
for me, as I believe I was
taught, if God shows you something that you can fix, then it's
your job to fix it," he says. He
described his effort as a kind
of natural destination for his
lifelong basketball journey. "I
love the game so much," he
said, so "to create something
that lets players play better, it's
probably in a lot of ways one
of the greatest accomplishments of my career -- to still be
involved in the game, even
though I can't play anymore,
to affect the next generation of
players."
INC

Six semi-finals will take place
in total, with the winners of those
moving on to finals that will determine the remaining qualifiers.
When will the matches take
place?
The semi-finals will be played
on March 24 and 25 in 2022, with
the finals being held on March 28
and 29. Who has already qualified? Ten countries have already
progressed through the group
stage of UEFA qualification.
Goal

Racism in cricket: ECB reveals 12-point
plan to address the sport's ongoing scandal
The ECB published a 12point, game-wide action plan on
Friday to tackle racism and all
forms of discrimination in the
game, following Azeem Rafiq's
testimony to MPs earlier this
month about the abuse he suffered
at Yorkshire.
"The last few weeks have been
very, very tough for cricket. It
feels like an earthquake has hit us,"
Harrison said.
"The most damning part of
Azeem's testimony is that he
didn't want his son to be part of
the game. That is, for someone in
my job, the most difficult thing
you can hear."
Understanding and educating more - training for all those
who work in cricket, including all
staff, volunteers, recreational club
officials, umpires, directors, and
coaches Addressing dressing room
culture - a full review of dressing
room culture in all men's and women's professional teams, both domestic and international Removing barriers in talent pathways through measures to address i)
talent identification and scouting,
ii) education and diversity of
coaches and iii) targeted support
programmes for players from diverse or under-privileged backgrounds Creating welcoming environments for all - including accessible seating, food and beverage offering catering to all faiths
and cultures, and the availability
of facilities such as multi-faith
rooms and alcohol-free zones
Publishing localised Equity, Diversity and Inclusion Action Plans
within six months - with targets
for Board diversity (30% female,
locally representative ethnicity by
April 2022)
Described as "a critical moment for cricket" by ECB interim
chair Barry O'Brien, England's
governing body pledged £25m of
strategic funding over five years
to implement changes - some of
which will be "immediate" while
others will be introduced as part
of a "review period".

Illustrated, this news about
basketball hit him hard. "I was
like, I can't believe we've gotten to a point where we can't
pass a basketball anymore," he
says. Goodman had been especially highly-regarded as a
player for his vision and ability to pass to the open player.
Passing a basketball is something he speaks about in terms
that intertwine his religious
beliefs about treating others
equally and doing good for
others.
But it was in that moment
of Covid-created disappointment that he struck upon a
product idea: in a sport where
the ball regularly passes
through a net, he asked, "Why
don't we use the net as a cleaning device?" The product he
envisioned--a net made of
moisture-wicking, anti-microbi-

who work in cricket and the adoption of anonymised recruitment
tools for senior roles.
There are others with a deadline in mind, like targets for board
diversity to include 30 per cent
female or locally representative
ethnicity by April of next year.
Compliance will be subject to a
"comply or explain" provision.
ECB central funding could be
withheld where EDI minimum
standards are not met, the governing body said.
The plan also commits the
sport to adopting a standardised
approach to reporting, investigating and responding to complaints,
allegations and whistleblowing
across the game within three
months.
Harrison was asked whether
he had considered his own position amid the racism scandal.
"I'm so committed to sorting
this issue with the game," he said.
"I understand I have the backing of the game and I am very
motivated to make sure we provide this welcoming environment
across our sport, for everybody.
"That is something I've felt
passionately about since the moment I walked into this job, and
I'm not going to walk away from
that now."
1. Adoption within three
months of a standardised approach to reporting, investigating,
and responding to complaints, allegations, and whistleblowing
across the game.
2. Full promotion of the aims
of the Independent Commission
for Equity in Cricket (ICEC)
through proactive engagement
with its investigations and recommendations.
3. Ongoing EDI training for all
those who work in cricket, including all staff, volunteers, recreational club officials, umpires, directors, and coaches.
4. A full review of dressing
room culture in all men's and women's professional teams, both domestic and international.

5. Delivery of a redesigned
programme of player and coach
education, addressing any gaps
identified through the dressing
room review.
6. Action to aid progress into
professional teams of people from
diverse backgrounds (especially
South Asian, Black and less privileged youngsters) through measures to address i) talent identification and scouting, ii) education
and diversity of coaches and iii)
targeted support programmes for
players from diverse or underprivileged backgrounds.
Creating welcoming environments for all
7. A full-scale review, in advance of the 2022 season, into the
detection, enforcement, and sanctions against discriminatory and
abusive crowd behaviour at each
of our professional cricket
grounds.
8. Delivery of plans (tailored
to local communities) to ensure
professional cricket venues are
welcoming to all, including provision of accessible seating, food and
beverage offering catering to all
faiths and cultures, and the availability of facilities such as multifaith rooms and alcohol-free
zones.
9. Upgraded education in recreational cricket to ensure players, volunteers and coaches understand and champion inclusion and
diversity in the game.
The ECB will today publish
its 2021-2023 Equity, Diversity,
and Inclusion (EDI) Action Plan
with clear actions and targets. The
ECB will then work with any of
its members who do not yet have
an EDI plan in place to create (or
revise) their own localised version
within six months, with actions
to include: 10. A commitment to
best practice governance with targets for Board diversity (30% female, locally representative ethnicity by April 2022) and plans
to increase diversity across the
wider organisation.Skyaport

