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Editorial
Doha talks should help
fulfill commitments
The country’s acting Foreign Minister Amir Khan Muttaqi, leading
a high-ranking delegation is now in Qatar for talks with U.S. special
representative for Afghanistan as well as the European Union representatives.
The Islamic Emirate delegation is consisted of representatives from
the ministries of Education, Health, Finance, Security, as well as Da
Afghanistan Bank the country’s central bank.
Some key issues including recognition of the legal system of the
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, unfreezing money and continuation
of humanitarian assistance for the people of Afghanistan had been
part of the agenda to be discussed between the two sides.
In the past, numerous meetings have been held on Afghanistan,
discussing various issues, chiefly peace and security, but nothing tangible has so far been made for the country.
Systems changed, mostly as a result of interferences from some
certain malicious circles inside and outside the country, did nothing
except creating hard economic and social conditions for the people.
Also, in Afghanistan, foreigners’ backed elections failed to elect an
honest and a real service-providing leader for the destitute and poverty-battered nation.
This indicates that all what happened wrong in the country were the
result of interferences of the aliens.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, unilaterally, waited long to find
a solution to the problems, following Doha peace agreement, but nothing was seen clear from the ex-government to make sure that either it
reconciles, resigns or peacefully transfer the power.
The Islamic Emirate has not taken Kabul by force in order the
world to avoid recognizing it, rather it filled a power vacuum to prevent more disorder, burglary and looting public property.
Also, the IEA is making every effort for fully ensuring human rights
and supporting girls’ education.
On the other hand, the people are suffering serious poverty and the
flow of the world humanitarian aids to Afghanistan will not do for
them more than the money frozen by the west.
So, the world has no excuse to not recognize the Islamic Emirate
and the west not to unfreeze the people assets.
The Doha conference to be meaningful and the previous commitments to become practical.
The ongoing meeting should take in mind the problems of the Afghan people and help unfreeze their asset, as the move would prevent
the flee of thousands of people from the country and stabilize the
country’s economy.
This is a very important opportunity and both sides should take
advantage of the opportunities to overcome the available crisis.
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Time to recognize IEA, unfreeze assets
Negotiations between members of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan (IEA) and U.S. special
representative to Afghanistan
have started in Doha, the capital
of Qatar.
Officials of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan say a delegation led by acting Minister of Foreign Affairs has arrived in Qatar
and it is determined that the delegation meets representatives of
the European Union. The delegation encompasses officials from
ministries of public health, education, finance and representatives
from the country’s central bank
and national directorate of security.
According to the deputy
spokesperson to Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan Ahmadullah Wasiq,
the negotiations in Doha should
be a meaningful diplomatic start
with Afghans and commitments
made during series of meetings
should be addressed.
Thomas West, U.S. Special
Envoy for Afghanistan, has arrived in Qatar to hold talks with
representatives of the Islamic
Emirate of Afghanistan on security situation, economic and human
rights in Afghanistan.
According to the U.S. State
Department spokesperson Ned
Price, the U.S. special representative for Afghanistan will be in

Doha for two days of meetings
with leaders of the Taliban.
“They’ll discuss our vital national interests when it comes to
Afghanistan,” said Price. “That
includes counterterrorism, safe
passage for U.S. citizens and for
Afghans to whom we have a special commitment and that includes
humanitarian assistance and the
economic situation of the country.”
Meanwhile, a political official
of the IEA official of Taliban’s political office in Doha Suhail Shaheen has considered the U.S. decision for talks with Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan as a good step
and said the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan is ready to resolve all
issues with the US side and start
of positive relations with the respective country through negotiations.
According to Mr. Shaheen,
now the ball is in the U.S. ground.
Currently, it is time U.S. should
take practical steps towards normalization of relations and solution of all issues.
On the other hand, Pakistan
Ministry of Foreign Affairs by
praising the resumption of negotiations between Kabul and Washington is stressing that the international community should engage
with the government of Afghanistan.

Pakistan minister of foreign
affairs Shah Mahmoud Quraishi
has said that previous mistakes
should not be reiterated and that
Afghanistan should not be left
alone. “Humanitarian crisis and
Afghanistan economic collapse
would have negative impacts on
the world”, Quraishi said, adding
that the international communication should engage with the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan to control humanitarian crisis in the country. Negotiations between U.S.
and IEA have resumed in Doha
amid increasing humanitarian crisis, poverty and hunger in Afghanistan. US and other western
countries have blocked more than
$10 billion in financial assets of
Afghanistan. In the meantime, the
IMF and World Bank have
stopped it’s programs and assistance to Afghanistan.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan and international organizations including the United
Nations (UN) and International
Committee of the Red Cross
(ICRC) have warned that continued humanitarian crisis in Afghanistan will plunge the country
into a big economic crisis.
A senior Red Cross official has
voiced anger at the continuation
of sanctions and freezes in international aid to Afghanistan, preventing basic services from being

delivered to the population. Dominik Stillhart, the director of
operations for the International
Committee of the Red Cross, said
in a statement Monday that he is
“livid” after a six-day visit to field
hospitals, where he said he witnessed first-hand suffering of Afghans.
“When you’re standing in the
pediatric ward in Kandahar’s largest hospital, looking into the empty eyes of hungry children and the
anguished faces of desperate parents, the situation is absolutely
infuriating,” Stillhart said.
Stillhart said the situation is
angering, given that civilians’ suffering is “man-made” and the result of the international community’s choice to impose sanctions
on the Taliban, which assumed
power in Afghanistan in August.
In recent weeks, various negotiations have been held between
delegation of the Islamic Emirate
of Afghanistan and international
community. Acting minister of
foreign affairs of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan Amir Khan
Mutqi leading a high-ranking delegation has met with U.S. special
envoy for Afghanistan Thomas
West in side-line of the tripartite
meeting of US, Russia and Pakistan in Islamabad.
Zarabi

China seeking more Afghan
dried fruits imports
KABUL: Chinese ambassador
to Afghanistan has said that his
country was planned to import
more dried fruits from Afghanistan.
According to the Chinese ambassador Wang Yu, 26 tons of pine
nuts from Afghanistan had been
sold online in a few of minutes in
China.
Wang Yu has informed of his
country’s new program for purchasing Afghanistan dried fruits.
“Till today 10 flights of Afghanistan pine nuts flew to China. Remember 26 tons were sold
in China online in just few minutes and the flights will continue
and dry fruits next priority. China will unswervingly expand
opening-up, and share its development opportunities with Afghanistan and other world,” the
Chinese ambassador to Afghanistan said in a tweet.
The first flight with 45 tons

of Afghanistan pine nuts flew
from Kabul International Airport
to China in early November this
year. Exporting dozens of tons of
the country’s pine nuts to China
will bring millions in dollars to
Afghan farmers.
Agreement on exporting of
pine nuts from Afghanistan to
China was signed between foreign
ministers of Afghanistan and China in late October this year. In a
meeting held between the two
sides in Doha, a representative of
the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
asked for assistance to Afghan
companies to directly enter for
trade with Chinese partners.
Afghanistan Ministry of Foreign Affairs has said that it was
working to resolve Afghan traders’ problems so that they can directly expert trade goods to China.
Exporting of pine nuts has an
exclusive position in Afghanistan

trade and business. According to
Afghan local media, Afghan officials had said in late 2019 that exporting of the country’s pinenuts
to China would reach to $2 billion.
Following the US and NATO
military withdrawal from Afghanistan and the ascendance of the
Taliban in mid-August, officials of
Afghanistan Islamic Emirate
hoped of good relations with China. Earlier, a spokesperson to the
IEA Zabihullah Mujahid had considered China as his government’s
key partner, saying that the country was ready to invest in reconstruction of Afghanistan.
“Taliban are hopeful of China’s initiative called the belt and
road initiative ‘One Belt and One
Road’ as it can revive the historic
Silk Road,” Mujahid said, adding
that Afghanistan is rich in mines
and minerals that can be help in
development of the country if ex-

tracted.
Although trade and investment had developed in previous
years, with the ascendance of Afghanistan Islamic Emirate it is
hoped that business and trade
once again resume and further investment will be made for extraction of the country’s mines and
minerals.
Besides, Afghanistan is considered as a country that has good
staples as dried fruits and carpet
to be exported to the world.
It is said that China has been
asking for purchasing Afghanistan
pine nuts for several years. For
example, dozens tons of Afghanistan pine nuts have been exported through air corridor to China
since the ascendance of Afghanistan Islamic Emirate; therefore, the
price of black pine nuts has increased recently in the country’s
markets.
Shukria Kohistani

Kabul traffic system needs urgent attention
Whether you are on your way
to university or school, commuting to your office, have got an interview at fixed hour, or an ambulance with critical patient rushing
towards hospital, traffic system
of the city can either make you
feel comfortable or can cause you
serious damage.
Kabul roads are nowadays
crowded with vehicles, bikes and
heavy load trucks and lorries,
sometimes causing traffic jam for
long hours. There are several reasons behind the issue. The major
reason is that a large part of the
roads are occupied by hand carts
selling different kinds of goods
such as fruits, vegetables, cosmetics, and son on. Along with hand
carts, another part of the roads
are taken by taxis waiting for passengers or private cars parked due
to the lack of parking places. Consequently, the little remaining part
of the roads is for the vehicles that
can have different kinds of urgencies and emergencies.
The second major reason is of
inadequate traffic signals and the
places where the infrastructure is
installed, the signals barely has the
capacity to solve traffic jam either because of lack of attention
from traffic police or unskilled
and inexpert drivers.
As long as IEA took control
of the country, the traffic system
got even worse because a significant number of traffic police left

their posts and the roads got unrestricted and free for any kind of
traffic crowd. Now there are different categories of vehicles, cars,
bikes and rickshaws ranging from
the stolen ones to unregistered and
unlicensed. The bulk of these vehicles have added to the problem
of traffic roadblock.
Thus the Kabul roads and traffic system needs urgent attention
of the authorities and government.
On the other hand, the government
should assure traffic police in
terms of monthly salary to reassume their jobs. If there are no

unregistered, unlicensed and stolen transporting means as well as
it is made sure that all the drivers
have state-provided licenses, and
traffic signal system is repaired
and maintained properly, the issue of the roadblock and traffic
jam can be solved only in a matter
of days.
There lies responsibility on
the Kabul municipality authorities as well to provide a safe and
reasonable place to the hand-cart
shops and a parking place in every area where people go shopping. Both these steps can fur-

ther help ameliorate the current
traffic situation.
With the government providing services for its people, it is
people who should also cooperate and contribute in solving their
own problems. A government can
provide you better roads, but it is
people who must drive carefully
and respect traffic laws, following them without questioning.
Any government on the earth can
solve problems for the people, not
problems of the people.
The Kabul Times

