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Turkey used child soldiers in
Syria and Libya: US
The United States on Thursday added Turkey to a list of countries that are implicated in the use
of child soldiers over the past year,
placing a NATO ally for the first
time in such a list, in a move that is
likely to further complicate the already fraught ties between Ankara
and Washington.
The US State Department determined in its 2021 Trafficking in
Persons (TIP) that Turkey was
providing “tangible support” to
the Sultan Murad division in Syria, a faction of Syrian opposition
that Ankara has long, supported
and a group that Washington said
recruited and used child soldiers.
In a briefing call with reporters, a senior State Department official also made a reference to the
use of child soldiers in Libya, saying Washington was hoping to
work with Ankara on the issue to
address it.
“With respect to Turkey in
particular...this is the first time a
NATO member has been listed in
the child soldier prevention act
list,” the State Department official said. “As a respected regional
leader and member of NATO, Turkey has the opportunity to address this issue, the recruitment and
use of child soldiers in Syria and
Libya,” he said.
Turkey has carried out three
cross-border operations in Syria
against ISIS, as well as US-backed
Kurdish militia and has frequently
used factions of armed Syrian

fighters on top of its own forces.
Some of these groups have been
accused by human rights groups
and the United Nations of indiscriminately attacking civilians and
carrying out kidnappings and lootings. The United Nations had
asked Ankara to rein in these Syrian rebels while Turkey rejected
the allegations, calling them ‘baseless.’
Turkey has also been involved
in the Libyan conflict.
Ankara’s support has helped
the Tripoli-based government reverse a 14-month assault from eastern forces backed by Egypt and

Iraq struggles with
widespread power outages
amid scorching temperatures
A widespread power outage hit
Iraq on Friday as temperatures
reached scorching levels, affecting
even affluent areas in the capital
and stirring concerns of widespread
unrest.
Iraq’s grid was generating just
over 4,000 Megawatts according
to Ministry of Electricity data on
Friday morning, less than the
20,000 MW the grid generates on
average. The cuts have impacted
Baghdad and southern provinces
in particular.
Local channels reported that
the outage was due to the cutting
of a major power line — known as
a 400 KV — between Baghdad and
the southern province of Babylon.
A ministry official said the reason was not immediately known,
but that it could have been because
the line was overloaded, or an act
of sabotage. He spoke on condition of anonymity because he was
not authorized to brief the media.
Total shutdowns can occur
when Iraq’s electricity network is
working at maximum capacity.
Defects in the transmission net-

work and distribution capacity also
contribute to outages. High temperatures can also impact the distribution lines.
The outage struck wealthier
neighborhoods of Baghdad, where
some residents typically enjoy 24
hours of electricity.
Water pumps, which rely on
electricity, stopped working in
many areas, impeding access to
water.
“If this isn’t resolved quickly
it will have catastrophic effects as
everything stops working,” tweeted Iraq-based researcher Sajad Jiyad. Power outages routinely fuel
protests in Iraq. Poor government
service delivery and rampant corruption was a driver of mass antigovernment demonstrations across
Iraq in 2019.
Iran recently cut crucial electricity exports to Iraq this week,
which can amount to nearly a third
of Iraq’s supply in the peak summer months. Iraq’s Electricity
Minister Majed Hantoush also recently resigned, citing political and
popular pressure.

Russia.
Governments placed on this
list are subject to restrictions, according to the State Department
report, on certain security assistance and commercial licensing of
military equipment, absent a presidential waiver.
It was not immediately clear
whether any restrictions would
automatically apply to Turkey.
It was also not immediately
clear if the placing of Turkey on
this list would have an impact on
its ongoing negotiations with the
United States to run Afghanistan’s
Kabul airport once Washington

Thousands of asylum
seekers in UK wait years
for verdicts: Report
Tens of thousands of people
seeking asylum in the United Kingdom are being made to wait for
more than a year for a decision,
leaving them in a “cruel and unjust” state of limbo, a UK charity
has warned.
A study by the Refugee Council, published on Friday, found that
33,016 people had been waiting for
12 months or longer for a decision
in 2020, up from 3,588 people in
2010 – a jump of more than 800
percent.
Overall, 66,185 people were
awaiting an initial verdict on their
status at the end of March this
year, the highest number in more
than a decade and up from 7,375
in March 2011.
Enver Solomon, head of the
Refugee Council, said: “Leaving
vulnerable men, women and children waiting for years on end for
news of their fate in what feels like
a never-ending state of limbo is

dren waiting lengthy periods for
decisions was even more precipitous. Some 6,687 had been waiting more than a year for an initial
decision on their case in 2020, compared with 563 a decade earlier – a
jump of more than 1,000 percent.
Among those waiting, more
than 250 people – including 55
children – had been left in limbo
for five or more years.
The Refugee Council, whose
report was based on a Freedom of
Information request, said the average waiting time for an initial
decision was likely to be between
one and three years.
The charity’s report cited one
asylum seeker who is still awaiting a decision on his case after arriving in the UK with his wife and
two children in 2018, having escaped kidnapping and persecution
in his home country.
“Sometimes the Home Office
writes to us to say that we’ll have

cruel and unjust.
“It is an incredibly inefficient,
ineffective and unfair way to operate a refugee protection system.”
The mounting backlog was
driven by a failure to process cases at pace with the number of applications being made, as well as
pandemic-related delays, the charity said.
It noted the health crisis had
ushered in changes in Home Office practices which harmed efficiency, such as the suspension of
interviews during a first national
lockdown in early 2020.
The rise in the number of chil-

our interview in six months, but
they have so many times, I can no
longer rely on their word,” Ahmad,
whose name was changed to protect his anonymity, was quoted as
saying.
“Your day starts waiting for a
letter and ends like this, every day
is like this.”
He continued: “I cannot work
here. I have two degrees, one in
Economics and one in Law, but it
means nothing here. I love studying and learning. I was planning on
going to university here, do a shortterm course here, but time is running out.

withdraws its troops.
The mission could be a potential area of cooperation between
Ankara and its allies amid strained
ties, as the security of the airport
is crucial for the operation of diplomatic missions out of Afghanistan after the withdrawal.
To carry out this task, Ankara
has sought various financial and
operational support, and President
Joe Biden, in a meeting last month
with Turkish President Recep
Tayyip Erdogan had said that US
support would be forthcoming,
Biden’s national security advisor
Jake Sullivan had said.

Judge to start
questioning top
politicians over deadly
Beirut port blast

KSrelief, WFP
sign $60 mln
deal to provide
food security
for millions in
Yemen
Saudi Arabia’s King Salman
Humanitarian Aid and Relief Center (KSrelief) signed a $60 million
deal with the World Food Program
(WFP) to ensure that the food
needs of nearly 50 million people
in Yemen are met, the Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) reported on Thursday.
The deal was signed by WFP
Executive Director David Beasley
and KSrelief’s Supervisor General
Dr Abdullah al-Rabeeah on the
sidelines of the G20 development
ministers meeting in Brindisi,
southern Italy.
The Kingdom’s donation
comes as local and international
organizations struggle to provide
aid amid the ongoing conflict, economic decline, and the impact of
COVID-19 on millions of Yemenis, the WFP said in a statement.
The program, which will last
for six months, aims to secure
68,545 tons of food for more than
4,900,000 people suffering from
acute food insecurity in 15 Yemeni governorates, according to SPA.
“We are currently witnessing
an alarming deterioration of the
food security situation in Yemen
that goes beyond any levels seen
before, with 5 million people just
a step away from famine,” said
Beasley.
“We are grateful to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia for this urgently needed contribution to
WFP’s life-saving operation, without which our large-scale and complex humanitarian response in the
country cannot be sustained,” he
added.
For his part, al-Rabeeah said
that the donation shows that the
humanitarian needs of the Yemeni
people are a priority for the Kingdom.
“This program will contribute
to providing food security to the
largest possible number of needy
people in different Yemeni
governorates…Signing the program
comes as an extension of humanitarian projects and programs being provided by the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, through KSrelief, for
Yemen, whereas the number of
projects reached 597, at a total cost
of more than $3.771 billion,” SPA
quoted the supervisor general as
saying.

Israel strikes Gaza in retaliation
after incendiary balloon launch

The judge in charge of the investigation into last year’s Beirut
port blast will start calling in top
politicians for questioning, including caretaker Prime Minister Hassan Diab, Lebanon’s national news
agency reported on Friday.
Judge Tarek Bitar also wrote
to parliament asking to lift immunity from former Finance Minister Ali Hassan Khalil, former Public Works Minister Ghazi Zeaitar
and former Interior Minister Nohad Machnouk as a first step towards charging them.
The caretaker prime minister
and former officials could not immediately be reached for comment.

The same officials were
charged last year by judge Fadi
Sawan, who previously led the
probe, but they refused to be questioned as suspects, accusing him
of overstepping his powers.
Sawan was removed from the
investigation by the court of cassation after a request by Khalil and
Zeaiter, two of the former ministers he charged.
Hundreds of people died in the
August blast when a huge stockpile of ammonium nitrate, which
had been stored unsafely for years,
detonated at the capital’s port.
Thousands were injured and
entire neighborhoods destroyed.

Israel hit Hamas militant sites
in Gaza with air strikes on Friday
in retaliation for incendiary balloon
launches from the Palestinian enclave, in the latest unrest since a
ceasefire ended May’s conflict.
Security sources with Hamas,
the Islamist group that runs Israeli-blockaded Gaza, said the strikes
hit training sites. There were no
injuries reported.
A statement from Israel’s army
said: “In response to the arson
balloons fired towards Israeli territory today, (military) fighter jets
struck... a weapons manufacturing
site belonging to the Hamas terror
organization.”
On Thursday, Israel’s fire service said that incendiary balloon
launches from Gaza had sparked
four minor fires in the southern
Eshkol region, on the Gaza border.
The blazes were “small and not
dangerous” and were quickly
brought under control, a statement
from the fire service said.
“A fire investigator... determined that all the fires were caused
by incendiary balloons (from
Gaza)”, the statement said.

Eleven days of deadly fighting
between Israel and Gaza’s Hamas
Islamist rulers, as well as other
Palestinian armed groups based in
the enclave, ended on May 21 with
a ceasefire declaration.
There was no immediate indication as to which Gaza-based
group was responsible for the balloon launch.
There have been multiple flareups since the ceasefire, including a
series of balloon launches last
month. Israel has responded with
air strikes.
Following an exchange of fire

on June 18, Israeli army chief ordered forces to be ready “for a variety of scenarios including a resumption of hostilities.”
The conflict killed 260 Palestinians including some fighters,
according to Gaza authorities.
In Israel, 13 people were killed,
including a soldier, by rockets fired
from Gaza, the police and army
said.
Israel has maintained a crippling blockade on Gaza since 2007,
the year Hamas took power, which
Tel Aviv says is necessary to contain armed groups in the enclave.

