Afghanistan Constitution
Article One Hundred Thirty-three

When a judge is accused of a crime, the Supreme Court shall, in
accordance with the provisions of the law, consider the case. After
hearing the defense, if the Supreme Court considers the accusation
valid, it shall present a proposal to the President for dismissal of the
judge. After Presidential approval, the accused judge shall be dismissed
and punished according to the provisions of the law.
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President Ghani meets Miller as US hands Bagram
Airfield to Afghan forces after nearly 20 years
KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani met with General Scott Miller, Commander of
the Resolute Support Mission in
Afghanistan, here at the presidential palace yesterday morning, soon
after US handed over Bagram Airbase to Afghan forces.
During the meeting, both sides
discussed the continuation of US
assistance and cooperation with
Afghanistan, especially in the field
of supporting security and defense
forces in the new chapter of relations between Afghanistan and the
international community, a presidential palace statement said yesterday.
The meeting came after nearly
20 years, the U.S. military left
Bagram Airfield, the epicenter of
its war to oust the Taliban and hunt
down the al-Qaida perpetrators of
the 9/11 terrorist attacks on America, two U.S. officials said Friday.
The airfield was handed over
to the Afghan National Security
and Defense Force in its entirety,
they told media on condition they
not be identified because they were
not authorized to release the information to the media.
One of the officials also said
the U.S. top commander in Afghanistan, Gen. Austin S. Miller,
“still retains all the capabilities and
authorities to protect the forces.”
The withdrawal from Bagram
Airfield is the clearest indication
that the last of the 2,500-3,500

U.S. troops have left Afghanistan
or are nearing a departure, months
ahead of President Joe Biden’s
promise that they would be gone
by Sept. 11.
It was clear soon after the midApril announcement that the U.S.
was ending its “forever war,” that
the departure of U.S. soldiers and
their estimated 7,000 NATO allies would be nearer to July 4, when
America
celebrates
its Independence Day.
Most NATO soldiers have already quietly exited as of this
week. Announcements from several countries analyzed by The
Associated Press show that a majority of European troops has now

Blinken meets top Tajik,
Uzbek diplomats, with
Afghanistan in Sharp focus
KABUL: U.S. Secretary of
State Antony Blinken met with the
top diplomats of Uzbekistan and
Tajikistan on July 1, with Afghanistan high on the agenda as U.S.
forces prepare to exit the war-torn
country and Washington seeks
Central Asian partners.
The meetings in Washington
come as the Taliban sweep across
northern Afghanistan has put several districts bordering Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan in the insurgency’s
hands, presenting a possible security threat to the two Central Asian
countries.
Tajik officials are preparing for
a possible influx of refugees, while
Uzbekistan last month announced
military drills along the border.
“We have strong shared interests when it comes to security in
the region, particularly with regard
to Afghanistan,” Blinken said
in brief remarks alongside Uzbekistan Foreign Minister Abdulaziz
Kamilov.
Kamilov said his discussions
with Blinken would “pay serious
attention to the situation in the
region.”
Separately, in his meeting with
Tajikistan Foreign Minister Sirojiddin Muhriddin, Blinken discussed
Afghanistan and “affirmed the
U.S. commitment to Tajikistan’s
security, stability, and territorial
integrity,” according to a State
Department readout.
Even as U.S. troops leave Afghanistan, the United States has
vowed to continue to provide sup-

port to the Afghan government and
security forces, including the option of launching air strikes against
the Taliban using warplanes from
outside the country.
When President Joe Biden earlier this year announced U.S. forces would exit Afghanistan by September, he said the United States
would “not take our eye off the
terrorist threat in Afghanistan.”
“The United States will reorganize our counterterrorism capabilities and assets in the region to
prevent the reemergence of a terrorist threat in Afghanistan,” he
said.
In recent weeks, media reports, including from The New
York Times and The Wall Street
Journal, have suggested U.S. officials are looking to reposition some
forces in Uzbekistan and Tajikistan in order to keep track of the
Taliban and Al-Qaeda, given the
two countries’ proximity to Afghanistan.
Potential options, according to
U.S. officials, include putting
troops, drones, bombers, and intelligence assets at bases or facilities in the two Central Asian countries.
Other options under consideration are using U.S. forces in the
Middle East and navy ships at sea.
The prospect of U.S. troops
in Central Asia may come up
against opposition from Russia
and China, two U.S. rivals with
influence in the region.
The Kabul Times

left with little ceremony — a stark
contrast to the dramatic and public show of force and unity when
NATO allies lined up to back the
U.S. invasion in 2001.
The U.S. has refused to say
when the last U.S. soldier would
leave Afghanistan, citing security
concerns, but also the protection
of Kabul’s Hamid Karzai International Airport is still being negotiated. Turkish and U.S. soldiers
currently are protecting the airport. That protection is currently
covered under the Resolute Support Mission, which is the military mission being wound down.
Until a new agreement for the
airport’s protection is negotiated

between Turkey and the Afghan
government, and possibly the United States, the Resolute Support
mission would appear to have to
continue in order to give international troops the legal authority.
The U.S. will also have hundreds of troops in Afghanistan to
protect its sprawling embassy in
the capital. Their presence it is
understood will be covered in a
bilateral agreement with the Afghan
government.
At its peak, Bagram Airfield
saw more than 100,000 U.S.
troops pass through its sprawling
compound barely an hour’s drive
north of the Afghan capital Kabul.
The Kabul Times
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NSA Mohib meets his Russian
counterpart
KABUL: During his visit to
Moscow, Dr. Hamdullah Mohib,
National Security Advisor of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan,
met his Russian counterpart, Nikolai Patrushev, yesterday, a statement said.
Both national security advisers discussed prospects for increased co-operation in the fields
of peace, security, counter-terrorism and counter-narcotics between
the two governments, including
increasing consultations between
the two ministries, the statement
from NSA press office said yesterday.
Both sides agreed that increasing insecurity in northern Afghanistan could pose a threat to the
country, Russia and Central Asian
countries. The Afghan and Russian national security advisers also
stressed the need for an immediate

ceasefire, the start of peace talks,
the end of the war and the existence of an independent, sovereign
and self-sufficient Afghanistan,
according to the statement.

Afghan, US defense
ministers discuss
bilateral relations
KABUL: Acting Defense
Minister Gen. Bismillah Khan

fense Lloyd J. Austin III spoke
with Minister of Defense of the

Mohammadi spoke over the phone
with his US counterpart and both
sides acknowledged the shared sacrifices of US and Afghan Forces,
according to a Pentagon readout.
‘On July 1, Secretary of De-

Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
Bismillah Khan Mohammadi to
congratulate him on his new appointment as Afghan Defense
Minister. Secretary Austin
stressed that the Department of

Canadian MPs assure
continued support to
Afghan women
KABUL: Following the interparliamentary meetings between
women members of the Afghan
parliament and parliaments of other countries of the world, the second meeting between Afghanistan
and Canada was held through VT
on Thursday, a MoFA statement
said yesterday.
The meeting was attended by
Afghanistan’s Ambassador to Canada Hassan Soroush, Acting Minister of Women’s Affairs Hasina
Safi, Deputy State Minister for
Peace Dr. Alema, Chairwoman of
the House Committee on Women
and Human Rights, Civil Society
and Women’s Affairs Nahid Farid, and Chair of the women’s parliamentary group Shinkai
Karokhail, the statement added.
Also, members of Wolesi Jirga
Maryam Sama, Habibeh Danesh,
Akbari, and Rahimah Jami, Director General of Human Rights and
Women’s Affairs at the MoFA Frozan Nawabi, and Director of Afghan Women’s Network Mary
Akrami were among the participants of the meeting.
Expressing concern over the
increasing threat posed by extremist and terrorist groups in the country, the Afghan parliamentarians,
as quoted in the statement, called

for continued support and cooperation of Canada, and stressed the
need to preserve and strengthen
Afghanistan’s gains over the last
two decades, particularly the
women’s and children’s rights.
Representatives of Canada,
Minister of Women’s Affairs
Maryam Monsef; Minister of Seniors citizens of Canada Deb
Schulte, Member of the Senate
and Co-Chair of the Canadian Parliamentary Friendship Committee
Senator Salma Attaullahjan, CoChairs of the Canada-Afghanistan
Friendship Group Francesco Sorbara, and members of the Canadian House of Commons Robert
Kitchen and Yasmin Ratansi stated that Canada believed in women’s empowerment and fully supported the preservation and
strengthening of Afghan women’s
hard-gained achievements over the
last two decades, according to the
statement.
They also emphasized the active role of women in the Afghan
peace talks as well advocacy for
and follow up of the ongoing pursuit of the legitimate demands of
the Afghan women, the statement
concluded.
The Kabul Times

The two sides, according to the
statement, announced their joint
readiness to support and strengthen common security goals in the
region. The Kabul Times
Defense is deeply invested in the
security and stability of Afghanistan, and in the pursuit of a negotiated settlement that ends the war.
He also reaffirmed the United
States’ commitment to the Afghan
National Defense and Security
Forces (ANDSF) as the withdrawal of U.S. forces continues, the
statement from pentagon said.
Minister Mohammadi expressed his appreciation for the
United States’ continuous support
to the Afghan Security Forces and
the Afghan people, a statement
from Afghan Defense Ministry
said.
Both ministers acknowledged
the shared sacrifices of U.S. and
Afghan forces, including the most
recent attacks on the ANDSF by
the Taliban. Secretary Austin
made clear the United States’ intent to transition to a new relationship with Afghanistan and
with the Afghan forces, one that
continues to help the Afghan Government meet its responsibilities
to its citizens, according Pentagon
statement.
The Kabul Times

Friends of Afghanistan urge NATO, EU to
continue support for Afghanistan
KABUL: In a letter signed by
prominent leaders and individuals
worldwide, friends and support-

ers of Afghanistan urged NATO
and the European Union that as
U.S. and NATO forces withdraw

from Afghanistan, “we must not
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Health Ministry reports 1,309 new
COVID-19 cases, 59 deaths in Afghanistan
KABUL: The Ministry of
Public Health on Friday reported
1,309 new positive cases of COVID-19 out of 3,839 samples tested
in the last 24 hours.
The ministry also reported 59
deaths and 776 recoveries from
COVID-19 in the same period. The
figures indicate a slight decrease in
daily COVID-19 cases deaths in
the country. But doctors have
warned that the COVID-19 infections are still high and that people
should use masks and keep social
distancing.
The new cases were reported

in Kabul (160), Herat (94), Kandahar (44), Balkh (28), Nangarhar
(97), Takhar (83), Kunduz (72),
Maidan Wardak (54), Helmand
(54), Badakhshan (130), Bamiyan
(18), Ghazni (52), Nimroz (24),
Kapisa (5), Laghman (30), Daikundi (19), Kunar (29), Zabul (40),
Ghor (81), Badghis (95), Farah (29),
Khost (54) and Paktika (17) provinces.
The deaths were reported in
Kabul (9), Kandahar (3), Balkh (4),
Nangarhar (3), Takhar (3), Kunduz (3), Faryab (5), Maidan Wardak (6), Helmand (1), Badakhshan

(1), Paktia (5), Ghazni (2), Nimroz (3), Logar (1), Laghman (2),
Kapisa (1), Ghor (1), Badghis (1),
Khost (1), Paktika (3) and Nuristan
(1) provinces.
The number of total recorded
cases is 123,463, total deaths is
5,107 and total recoveries is
72,700, according to figures by the
Public Health Ministry.
Johns Hopkins University reports that the number of deaths
from COVID-19 globally is more
than 3,955,835 and the number of
known global coronavirus cases is
182,653,642. The Kabul Times

