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WHO renames COVID-19 variants
with Greek letters to avoid stigma
Coronavirus variants are to be
known by letters of the Greek alphabet to avoid misreporting and
stigmatising nations where they
were first detected, the World
Health Organization (WHO) has
announced.
The new system applies to
variants of concern – the most
troubling of which four are in circulation – and the second-level
variants of interest being tracked.
“While they have their advantages, these scientific names can
be difficult to say and recall, and
are prone to misreporting,” the
WHO said in a statement.
“As a result, people often resort to calling variants by the places where they are detected, which
is stigmatising and discriminatory.”
The four coronavirus variants
considered of concern by the United Nations agency and known generally by the public as the UK,
South Africa, Brazil and India variants have now been given the letters Alpha, Beta, Gamma, Delta
according to the order of their detection. Other variants of interest
continue down the alphabet.
“The labels don’t replace existing scientific names, which convey important scientific information and will continue to be used
in research,” WHO’s technical
lead Maria Van Kerkhove tweeted. “These labels will help with
public discussion about VOC/VOI
as the numbering system can be
difficult to follow.”
WHO in the statement said it
encouraged media outlets and national authorities to adopt the new
labels.
Earlier this month, US President Joe Biden signed a hate

European powers have pressed the US and Denmark over reports
the two worked together to spy on top European politicians, including
German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
Danish broadcaster DR said Denmark's Defence Intelligence Service (FE) collaborated with the US National Security Agency (NSA) to
gather information from 2012 to 2014.
Denmark's Defence Minister, Trine Bramsen, did not confirm or
deny the report but told AFP news agency that "systemic eavesdropping of close allies is unacceptable". She was not in charge of the ministry during the alleged spying.
"This is not acceptable between allies, and even less between allies
and European partners," said French President Emmanuel Macron, after speaking with with Ms Merkel.
Mrs Merkel said she agreed with Mr Macron's comments, but that
she was also reassured by the Danish defence minister's condemnation.
Intelligence was allegedly collected on other officials from Germany, France, Sweden and Norway. Those nations have also called for
explanations.
Norwegian Prime Minister Erna Solberg told public broadcaster
NRK: "It's unacceptable if countries which have close allied co-operation feel the need to spy on one another."
The NSA is said to have accessed text messages and the phone
conversations of a number of prominent individuals by tapping into
Danish internet cables in co-operation with the FE.
The alleged set-up, said in the report to have been codenamed "Operation Dunhammer", allowed the NSA to obtain data using the telephone numbers of politicians as search parameters, according to DR.
DR interviewed nine sources, all of whom are said to have had
access to classified information held by the FE.

to COVID-19 as the “China virus”.
The choice of the Greek alphabet came after months of deliberations in which other possibilities such as Greek Gods and
invented, pseudo-classical names
were considered by experts, according to bacteriologist Mark
Pallen who was involved in the
talks. But many were already
brands, companies or alien names.

Another idea to refer to variants of concern as VOC1, VOC2
etc was scrapped after he pointed
out it resembled an English swear
word. Historically, viruses have
often been associated with the locations from which they are
thought to have emerged such as
Ebola which is named after the
eponymous Congolese river.
But this can be damaging for
the places and often inaccurate

Sedat Peker: YouTube videos
grip Turkey, rattles gov’t

Iran enriched
uranium
stockpile 16
times over deal
limit: IAEA

Istanbul, Turkey – Millions
of Turks have tuned in this month
to the YouTube channel of convicted Turkish mob boss Sedat
Peker with his videos gripping the
nation and rattling the government.
In a series of videos, apparently made in exile, Peker made a
series of wild and unsubstantiated allegations against several prominent individuals – including leading figures in Turkey’s ruling Justice and Development Party (AK
Party) – ranging from murder to
rape, drug smuggling, corruption,
and the role of organised crime in
political machinations and violence. All the allegations have been
vehem ntly denied by those accused. The eight videos have had
more than 60 million views and
Peker’s allegations have reached
ever closer to the heart of government.
They have also raised fresh
questions about alleged ties between the state and organised
crime, which many had believed

NSA spying row: US
and Denmark pressed
over allegations

crimes law aimed at protecting
Asian Americans who have suffered a surge in attacks during the
COVID-19 pandemic.
US anti-extremism groups say
the number of attacks and hate
crimes against Asian Americans
has exploded since the beginning
of the crisis.
They lay some of the blame
with former President Donald
Trump, who repeatedly referred

were largely consigned to some of
the darkest periods in Turkey’s
history.
Peker, 49, rose to prominence
in the 1990s as a gangster notorious for extortion and violence,
who, like many leading Turkish
mafia figures, has espoused farright Turkish nationalist views.
He was in jail from 2005 to
2014 for a range of charges, including forming and leading a criminal organisation.
After his release, Peker became a fervent supporter of President Recep Tayyip Erdogan.
He organised rallies for Erdogan’s AK Party at a time when
the president was increasingly
embracing Turkish nationalism
and the worldview of the far-right
Nationalist Movement Party
(MHP), whose support the AK
Party now relies upon for its parliamentary majority.
Peker also threatened critics
of the government and said he
would “shower” in the blood of

academics who had signed a petition in 2016 calling for an end to
fighting between the security forces and the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK) in southeast Turkish
cities.
Yet, he went on to win major
business and philanthropy
awards. Peker said he left Turkey
in 2020 to avoid prosecution and,
after reportedly spending time in
Eastern Europe, now claims to be
living in the UAE.
The chief public prosecutor’s
office in Ankara issued a new arrest warrant for Peker on Wednesday. He accused the Turkish police of mistreating his wife and
daughters in a raid on the family
home last month and began posting the videos on May 2.
Peker has broadcast from
what is purportedly a hotel in
Dubai. Often wearing an opennecked shirt displaying a medallion, Peker is garrulous, eager to
drop references to philosophers
and writers, and quick to laughter
and menacing turns.
He boasted in one video that
his enemies “will be defeated by a
tripod and a phone camera”.
While he sometimes consulted notes as he spoke, he has not
produced documentary evidence
to back up any of his claims so
far. Among the most serious allegations is that Mehmet Agar, a
former interior minister, was, in
the 1990s, behind a series of political killings – including of two
renowned journalists – as well as
more recent drug trafficking and
the illegal acquiring of a marina in
an upmarket Aegean resort.

The UN nuclear watchdog
Monday voiced concern Iran
had not clarified queries over
sites where undeclared nuclear
activity may have occurred and
reported Tehran’s enriched uranium stockpile was around 16
times the limit laid out in a 2015
deal.
A report by the International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) said director general
Rafael Grossi was “concerned
that the technical discussions
between the agency and Iran
have not yielded the expected
results,” referring to exchanges
on the sites with Iranian officials.
In a separate report, the
agency said Iran’s stockpile of
enriched uranium is around 16
times the limit laid down in the
2015 deal with world powers.
It gave an estimate of a
stockpile of 3,241 kg (7,145
pounds) but cautioned that it
was not able to verify the total.
The limit laid down in the
deal was 300 kilograms of uranium in a particular compound
form, the equivalent of 202.8
kilograms of uranium.
The latest report will be
presented to the IAEA’s board
of governors next week and
comes as talks are ongoing in
Vienna on the possible full revival of the 2015 deal and the
return of the US to the accord.
alarabiya

such as with the so-called “Spanish flu” pandemic of 1918 whose
origins are unknown.
Before the new WHO scheme,
some scientists had adopted their
own simplified nomenclature for
variants such as a February paper
using bird names. However, it was
criticised on the grounds that this
could imperil birds and by the
mother of a girl named Robin.
aljazeera

Covid: Peru more
than doubles death
toll after review

Aerial view of people walking among tombs during a burial
at "Martires 19 de Julio" cemetery on April 17, 2021 in Comas,
in the outskirts of Lima, Peruimage copyrightGetty Images
Peru has more than doubled
its Covid death toll following a
review, making it the country with
the world's highest death rate per
capita, according to Johns Hopkins University data.
The official death toll now
sits at more than 180,000, up from
69,342. Prime Minister Violeta
Bermudez told reporters that the
number was raised on the advice
of Peruvian and international experts. This was in line with socalled excess deaths figures.
Excess deaths are a measure
of how many more people are
dying than would be expected
based on the previous few years.
"We think it is our duty to
make public this updated information," Ms Bermudez said.
Brazil variant drives South

America Covid surge
Peru has been one of the worsthit countries in Latin America, resulting in an overstretched healthcare system and a lack of oxygen
tanks. President of the Peruvian
Medical Federation, Godofredo
Talavera, said the increased toll
was not a surprise.
"There has been no government support with oxygen, with
intensive care beds. We do not
have enough vaccines at the moment. The first line of care has
not been reactivated. All this
makes us the first country in the
world in mortality," he said.
The official number of Covid
deaths now stands at 180,764, a
huge increase on the previous official figure of 69,342. In comparison, neighbouring Colombia has
registered 88,282 deaths and Bolivia has reported more than
14,000, while Brazil has one of
the world's highest death tolls
with more than 460,000.
bbc

UN envoy says
he is frustrated
as Yemen
ceasefire talks
derailed
The UN special envoy for
Yemen on Monday expressed frustration that his efforts to achieve
a cease-fire in the war-torn country have been derailed by warring
parties seeking gains on the battlefield.
Martin Griffiths said ongoing
fighting in several parts of Yemen,
including a monthslong attack by
the Iran-backed Houthi militia on
government-held Marib province,
has undermined the prospects for
peace in the country.
Yemen has been embroiled in
a civil war since 2014, when the
Iranian-backed Houthis swept
across much of the north and
seized the capital, Sanaa, forcing
the internationally recognized
government into exile.
An Arab coalition entered the
war the following year on the side
of the government. The war has
killed more than 130,000 people
and spawned the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis.
“Nobody can be more frustrated than I am,” Griffiths said.
“We have spent a year and a half
on things which are relatively simple to describe, the cease-fire, the
opening of Sanaa Airport, the
opening of Hodeida ports, the
much-delayed start of the political negotiations.”
He spoke Monday in a news
conference at the Sanaa airport, a
day after a video meeting with the
Houthis’ religious and military
leader, Abdel-Malek al-Houthi,
who was in an undisclosed location.

