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G7 leaders face biggest climate change
decisions in history - David Attenborough

G7 leaders are facing the most
important decisions in human history as they seek to tackle climate
change, Sir David Attenborough
has said.
The naturalist will address
world leaders gathered in Cornwall
on Sunday as they set out plans
to cut carbon emissions and restore biodiversity.
Ahead of the meeting, Sir David warned that humans could be
"on the verge of destabilising the
entire planet".
Climate change is one of the
key themes at the three-day summit in Carbis Bay.
The group of seven - the UK,
US, Canada, Japan, France, Germany and Italy - are expected to
pledge to almost halve their emissions by 2030, relative to 2010
levels.
The UK has already surpassed that commitment, previously promising to cut emissions
by the equivalent of 58% on 2010
levels.
Prime Minister Boris Johnson
will hold a press conference on
Sunday afternoon, the final day

of a summit where he has clashed
with EU leaders over the Brexit
deal's requirements for checks on
goods from Britain to Northern
Ireland.
And after the summit, US
President Joe Biden will be met
by a Guard of Honour at Windsor
Castle, where he will have tea with
the Queen.
The G7 countries are due to
set how they hope to meet the
emissions target.
This is expected to be through
phasing out petrol and diesel cars,
stopping almost all direct government support for the fossil fuel
sector overseas, and ending all
unabated coal use as soon as possible - meaning any remaining coal
plants will need to have invested
in technologies such as carbon
capture and storage.
BBC environment analyst
Roger Harrabin said there had
been "a crucial lack of detail on
two questions so far: the proposed green masterplan to help
developing countries get clean technology and the amount of cash
richer [countries] will hand to the

Saudi Arabia to limit Hajj to 60,000
residents, nationals living in Kingdom
Saudi Arabia will limit this
year's Hajj pilgrimage to 60,000
residents and nationals living in
the Kingdom due to the ongoing
coronavirus pandemic, the Ministry of Hajj and Umrah announced in a statement Saturday.
“In light of what the whole
world is witnessing from the continuing developments of the coronavirus pandemic and the emergence of new mutations, Hajj registration will be limited to residents and citizens from inside the
Kingdom only,” the ministry said
in a Twitter thread.
Those who are between the
ages of 18-65 and are fully vaccinated, have received their first
dose at least 14 days prior, or
those who are vaccinated and have
recovered from a COVID-19 infection are allowed to register, the
ministry added.
The registration portal will be
launched on June 13 at 1 p.m., the
Ministry of Hajj and Umrah said,
adding that there is no priority for
early registration.
“The Ministry of Hajj and
Umrah confirms that the government of the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia always prioritizes the safe-

ty, health and security of pilgrims,” the official Saudi Press
Agency (SPA) reported.
The Hajj pilgrimage this year
is expected to begin mid-July. The
link to register can be accessed
here: localhaj.haj.gov.sa
Last year, the Kingdom only
allowed a limited number of people who met certain criteria to
participate in the Hajj pilgrimage,
which is one of the five pillars of
Islam and required for able-bodied Muslims at least once in their
lifetime.
As few as 1,000 people who
were already residing in Saudi Arabia were selected to take part.
Two-thirds were foreign residents
from among the 160 different nationalities that would have normally been represented at the hajj.
One-third were Saudi security
personnel and medical staff.
No further details were released on this year's safety and
preventative measures. However,
last year the group was required
to self-isolate at home seven days
prior to arriving in Mecca, as part
of the requirements to participate
in the pilgrimage.
Alarabiya

poorer to tackle the climate crisis."
In advance of the session, Sir
David said: "The natural world
today is greatly diminished. That
is undeniable.
"Our climate is warming fast.
That is beyond doubt. Our societies and nations are unequal and
that is sadly plain to see.
"But the question science forces us to address specifically in
2021 is whether as a result of these
intertwined facts we are on the
verge of destabilising the entire
planet.
"If that is so, then the decisions we make this decade - in
particular the decisions made by
the most economically advanced
nations - are the most important
in human history."
China, which according to one
report was responsible for 27%
of the world's greenhouse gases in
2019 - the most of any country is not part of the G7.
The Earth's average temperature is about 15C (59F) but has
been much higher and lower in the
past.

There are natural fluctuations
in the climate but scientists say
temperatures are now rising faster than at many other times.
This is linked to the greenhouse effect, which describes how
the Earth's atmosphere traps
some of the Sun's energy.
Solar energy radiating back to
space from the Earth's surface is
absorbed by greenhouse gases and
re-emitted in all directions.
This heats both the lower atmosphere and the surface of the
planet. Without this effect, the
Earth would be about 30C (86F)
colder and hostile to life.
Scientists believe we are adding to the natural greenhouse effect, with gases released from industry and agriculture trapping
more energy and increasing the
temperature.
This is known as climate
change or global warming.
Read our simple explainer on
climate change here.
px presentational grey line
The G7 leaders will endorse a
plan aimed at reversing the loss of
biodiversity - a measure of how
many different species live in ecosystems - by the end of the decade.
The plan will include supporting the global target to conserve or protect at least 30% of
land and oceans by 2030.
Prime Minister Boris
Johnson, who is hosting the summit, is also launching a £500m fund
to protect the world's oceans and
marine life.
The "blue planet fund" will
help countries including Ghana,
Indonesia and Pacific island
states, tackle unsustainable fishing, protect and restore coastal
ecosystems like mangroves and
coral reefs, and reduce marine pollution.
BBC

Iran: Vienna talks on
JCPOA revival unlikely
to conclude this week
Speaking to IRIB news agency after a meeting of the Joint
Commission of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (?JCPOA)
in Vienna Saturday, Abbas Araqchi said that the negotiations are
not tied to the June 18 presidential election in Iran.
“For us, the criterion is to
move in the direction of fulfilling
the demands of the Islamic Republic. We do not set a date for
ourselves as to when we will arrive or not [at an agreement] ...
We will continue the talks as long
as they take time and we deem
them necessary in order to achieve
what we desire. The discussions
will continue without wasting
time or letting others waste time,"
he added.
Araqchi said, "Personally, I do
not think we can reach a final conclusion this week."
"My guess is that at least once
again the conclusion of the negotiations should be transferred to
the capitals. I do not think we will
reach a final conclusion in this
round of the talks.”
The remarks came as envoys
from Iran and the P4+1 group of
countries — Britain, France, Russia, and China plus Germany —
began the sixth round of the Vienna talks aimed at revitalizing the
JCPOA and bringing the US back
to compliance.
An American delegation is also
in the Austrian capital, but it is
not attending the discussions because the United States is not a

party to the nuclear accord.
EU alleges ‘progress’ in Vienna talks, but says ‘issues remain’
The European Union claims
it is hopeful about underway talks
that seek to remedy the US’s sabotage against the JCPOA.
Former US president Donald
Trump abandoned the deal and
reimposed the anti-Iran sanctions
that the JCPOA had lifted. He also
placed additional sanctions on Iran
under other pretexts not related
to the nuclear case as part of the
“maximum pressure” campaign.
Following a year of strategic
patience, Iran resorted to its legal
rights stipulated in Article 26 of
the JCPOA, which grants a party
the right to suspend its contractual commitments in case of noncompliance by other signatories,
and let go of some of the restrictions imposed on its nuclear energy program.
Now, the new US administration says it wants to compensate
for Trump’s mistake and rejoin
the deal, but it is showing an overriding propensity for maintaining
some of the sanctions as a tool of
pressure.
Tehran insists that all sanctions should first be removed in a
verifiable manner before the Islamic Republic reverses its remedial
measures.
Araqchi said the United
States must take the first step, and
fulfill all its obligations first.
Presstv

At least 12 killed in huge gas
explosion in central Chinese city
At least 12 people were killed
in a huge gas explosion in central
China on Sunday, state media reported.
The blast took place at about
6:30 a.m. local time in the Zhangwan district of Shiyan city, in
Hubei province, according to local authorities.
Authorities have rescued nearly 140 people from the area, including 37 with serious injuries,
according to state-run news outlet CCTV, quoting local officials.

The aftermath of the explosion in Shiyan city, Hubei province.
The aftermath of the explosion in Shiyan city, Hubei province.
Windows of nearby buildings
were shattered by the explosion
in Shiyan city, Hubei province.
Windows of nearby buildings
were shattered by the explosion
in Shiyan city, Hubei province.
The city's municipal office
initially said "many" people were

trapped after the incident.
Images circulating on social
media, which appeared to be from
the scene, showed rescue workers in orange jumpsuits working
through the wreckage of flattened
houses.
The cause of the accident is
under investigation, according to
the city government, which said
on Chinese microblogging platform
Weibo that it is organizing rescue
efforts.
CNN

Israel’s Knesset to vote on new
government, end Netanyahu’s reign

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s 12-year hold
on power is set to end on Sunday
when the parliament votes on a
new government, ushering in an
administration that has pledged to
heal a nation bitterly divided over
the departure of the country’s
longest-serving leader.
Netanyahu, 71, the most dominant Israeli politician of his generation, failed to form a government after Israel’s March 23 election, its fourth in two years.
The new cabinet, which will
be sworn in after a Knesset confidence vote it is expected to win,
was cobbled together by centrist
opposition leader Yair Lapid and
ultra-nationalist Naftali Bennett.
Bennett, a hawkish hi-tech
millionaire, will serve as prime
minister for two years before
Lapid, a former popular TV host,
takes over.
They will head a government
that comprises parties from across
the political spectrum, including
for the first time one that represents the 21-percent minority
comprising Palestinian citizens of
Israel. They plan largely to avoid
sweeping moves on hot-button
international issues such as policy towards the Palestinians while
they focus on domestic reforms.
Israeli protesters demonstrate
against Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu in front of his residence in Jerusalem, on June 12,
2021 [Emmanuel Dunand/AFP]
With little to no prospect of
progress towards resolving the
decades-long conflict with Israel,

many Palestinians will be unmoved by the change of administration, saying Bennett will likely
pursue the same right-wing agenda as Netanyahu.
Sunday’s crucial Knesset session is due to open at 4pm local
time (13:00 GMT), with Bennett,
Lapid and Netanyahu all set to
speak before the vote.
Bye-bye Bibi?
Celebrations by Netanyahu’s
opponents to mark the end of his
era began late on Saturday outside his official residence in Jerusalem, the site of weekly protests
against the right-wing leader for
the past year, where a black banner stretched across a wall read:
“Bye-bye, Bibi, Bye-bye,” and
demonstrators sang, beat drums
and danced.
“For us, this is a big night and
tomorrow will be even a bigger
day. I am almost crying. We fought
peacefully for this (Netanyahu’s
departure) and the day has come,”
said protester Ofir Robinski.
“We are celebrating a year of
civil fights,” said Maya Arieli, a
protester from Petach Tikva in
central Israel. “Everybody told us
that it won’t work. But, tomorrow a new government is going to
be in Israel finally, and it proves
that the civil fight works.”
Netanyahu, who served his
first term as prime minister in the
1990s, won four more terms in
succession from 2009 onwards.
The face of Israel on the international stage, he has been a polarising figure, both abroad and at
home.

Often referred to by his nickname Bibi, Netanyahu is loved by
his hard-core supporters and
loathed by critics. His ongoing
corruption trial, on charges he denies, has only deepened the
chasm.
His opponents have long reviled what they see as Netanyahu’s divisive rhetoric, underhanded political tactics and subjection of state interests to his
own political survival. Some have
dubbed him “Crime Minister” and
have accused him of mishandling
the coronavirus crisis and its economic fallout.
But for Netanyahu’s large and
loyal voter base, the departure of
“King Bibi” as some call him, may
be difficult to accept. His supporters are angered by what they
see as the country turning its back
on a leader dedicated to its security and a bulwark against international pressure for any steps that
could lead to a Palestinian state,
even as he promoted diplomatic
deals with the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain, Morocco and
Sudan.
None of those moves, however, nor the role he played in securing COVID-19 vaccines for the
country’s record inoculation campaign, were enough to give Netanyahu’s Likud party enough
votes to secure him a sixth term in
office.
‘The greatest fraud’?
Bennett has drawn anger from
within the right-wing camp for
breaking a campaign pledge by
joining forces with Lapid.
Netanyahu has called the prospective coalition “the greatest
election fraud in the history” of
Israel, and his Likud party said
the accusations refer to Bennett
entering a coalition that “doesn’t
reflect the will of the voters”.
Bennett justified the move by
saying another election, which
would likely be called were no
government formed, would have
been a disaster for Israel.
Both he and Lapid say they
want to bridge political divides and
unite Israelis under a government
that will work hard for all its citizens. Aljazeera

