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Uzbekistan, Tajikistan do $1
billion in deals, eye trade bonanza
Uzbekistan’s president was
met this week with pomp and ceremony in Tajikistan at the start of
a three-day visit that produced
pledges for more than $1 billion
in commercial deals and joint
projects.
It is a stark turnaround in affairs from only a few years ago,
when the former fellow-Soviet
neighbors viewed each other with
barely disguised suspicion.
Tajik President Emomali Rahmon went in person to Dushanbe
airport on June 10 to meet Shavkat
Mirziyoyev, taking charge of formalities normally left to the prime
minister.
“Uzbekistan is a strategic
partner and a reliable neighbor,”
Rahmon said in a speech of welcome. “We are glad that today
Tajik-Uzbek relations are developing dynamically.
Trade and economic ties are
expanding.”
The mood had been set the
day before at a maiden TajikistanUzbekistan investment forum attended by around 300 businesspeople in the southern Tajik city
of Bokhtar. Uzbekistan’s Foreign
Trade Ministry said in a statement
that the event produced business
deals worth $730 million.
Sectors of industry involved
in the tie-ups include automobile,
electronics and household appliance manufacturing, high-yield
agriculture and food processing.
Uzbek officials also announced that a joint investment
fund furnished with $50 million
in capital has been created to promote “the implementation of
promising joint projects.”
Asia-Plus newspaper cited
Uzbek Deputy Prime Minsiter
Sardor Umurzakov as saying that
200 Tajik investors are present in
the Uzbek market, while 60 companies with Uzbek capital are investing in Tajikistan.
The extensiveness of the border and the shared heritage and
culture should make Uzbekistan
and Tajikistan natural partners,
but the relationship had for decades been characterized by distrust. The late Uzbek dictator Islam Karimov viewed Tajikistan as
little more than a potential source
of regional instability. He was especially discomfited by Tajik
plans to build a huge hydropower
plant, which Uzbek officials worried would compromise their country’s agriculture.
The ascent of Mirziyoyev to
power in 2016, following Karimov’s death, brought about a radical transformation. Memorable
images from Mirziyoyev’s first
state visit to Tajikistan in March
2018 included him striding handin-hand with Rahmon down the
red carpet rolled up to the steps
of his plane.
The scenes were no less jubilant on this occasion. Dozens of
women in colorful traditional
dress were arrayed on the runway.
Men outside the airport hooted
their long karnay trumpets accompanied by young boys bashing out
a rhythm with tambourines.
Young people waving flags of the
two countries lined the road from
the airport.
At a tete-a-tete event in front
of cameramen and photographers
in the Palace of Nations, as the
official presidential residence is
known, the two men showered one
another with mutual praise and
hopes for the future.
“If we are going to talk about
bilateral relations, the figures
speak for themselves. If in 201718, we had $70 million in bilateral
trade, in the difficult year of the
pandemic, what we saw for the
first time was bilateral trade at
$500 million. This tells you a lot,”
Mirziyoyev said.
The Uzbek government has
said its ambition is for that figure
to reach $1 billion, which, for context, is more trade than Tajikistan
currently does with Russia.

The two governments are eager to make the relationship appear to be about more than money.
On the evening of June 9, during a concert held under the title
of “Friendship Evening,” Rahmon
presented his Uzbek colleague
with a first-order Zarintoj (Golden Crown) state award in recognition of “impeccable services toward strengthening interstate relations.”

World Bank
approves $60
million to
strengthen Nepal’s higher
education
WASHINGTON, June 11,
2021 – The World Bank’s Board
of Executive Directors today approved $60 million to improve
the quality of Nepal’s higher education, scale up online learning,
and expand access to academic institutions for underprivileged and
vulnerable students.
“The COVID-19 pandemic
has highlighted the critical importance of building back better and
prioritizing human capital development,” stated Faris HadadZervos, World Bank Country Director for Maldives, Nepal, and
Sri Lanka. “Improving access to
quality higher education and helping students acquire the skills that
are in demand in the labor market
will contribute to Nepal’s COVID-19 recovery and strengthen its
resilience.”
The Nurturing Excellence in
Higher Education Program builds
on Nepal’s previous successful
higher education projects supported through results-based financing. It will help the government of Nepal align its higher education sector with labor market
needs, boost collaborative research and entrepreneurship, improve governance, and access to
quality higher education, especially for disadvantaged students.
The COVID-19 pandemic has
created strong incentives to expand online platforms and blended learning, which the program
will help scale up across Nepal’s
universities.
“A key priority of the program is to promote the inclusion
of disadvantaged students, including those facing economic
hardship due to COVID-19,”
stated Mohan Aryal, World
Bank’s Program Task Team Leader. “The program will expand targeted scholarships to help disadvantaged students pursue labor
market-driven academic programs and support equity grants
to higher education institutions
in needy and disaster-affected
areas in Nepal.”

Earlier, Mirziyoyev and Rahmon had remotely inaugurated a
250-bed medical treatment facility built in Tajikistan’s Khatlon
region by Uzbekistan and a threestory school for 640 students
built by Tajikistan in Uzbekistan’s
Samarkand region. Both those regions have large ethnic Uzbek and
Tajik communities, respectively.
Protocol events included the
inevitable signing of bilateral deals
– 35 of them in fact – covering
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Several pilgrims killed after bus
overturns in southwest Pakistan
A speeding bus carrying dozens of pilgrims has overturned in
the southwestern Pakistani province of Balochistan, killing at least
18 people and injuring 42 others,
officials say.
The accident took place near
the town of Khuzdar, about
260km south of the provincial
capital Quetta, early on Friday
morning, security official Bilal
Ahmed said. “The driver lost control of the vehicle due to overspeeding [near the town of Khuzdar], and the bus fell into a ditch
off the road,” he told Al Jazeera.
Those seriously injured in the
crash are being moved to Karachi,
Pakistan’s largest city, Ahmed said.

The journey from the site of the
crash to Karachi is approximately 350km by road.
The bus was carrying pilgrims
on their way back to Sindh province after attending a religious
event in the Wadh area of
Balochistan, he said.
Road accidents are common in
Pakistan, particularly on a network of poorly maintained rural
roads and highways that connect
districts in far-flung areas.
A 2018 World Health Organization report estimated that at
least 27,582 people were killed in
road traffic accidents in 2016, far
below official estimates, a rate of
14.3 per 100,000 members of the

areas such as energy, transportation, mining, light industry, education, sports and culture. One
notable initiative is the formation
of a joint-stock company to build
a 320-megawatt hydroelectric
power station on the Zarafshan
River in Tajikistan.
All told, accounting for private and state sectors deals, more
than $1 billion in pledges were
signed, according to the Tajik presidential administration.

Bangladesh opens 50
new mosques to celebrate Class 12 exams: India
50 years of independence students face uncertain
DHAKA: Bangladeshi Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina on Thursday opened 50 new mosques
across the country to celebrate 50
years of independence.
They are part of a major $1
billion construction program that
started in 2017, with 560 “model” mosques featuring community and educational facilities being
built to serve as local religious and
learning centers.
Hasina opened the 50
mosques virtually from her official residence, Ganabhaban in
Dhaka, and expressed hope they
would help restore the good image of Islam and root out extremism.
“We’ve seen how some people turn to terrorism in the name
of religion. Killing people and
spreading hate have tarnished the
image of Islam,” Hasina said. “Everyone, including politicians, civil societies and teachers, need to
work together to root out terrorism. People need to understand
that no one will go to heaven by
killing others.”
Another 50 mosques will be
opened in the coming months to
reach the 100 mark in remembrance of Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, the country’s first president
and Hasina’s father, as Bangladesh
is also observing his birthday centenary this year. Rahman spearheaded a freedom struggle in Bangladesh to separate the country

population.
Since 2016, Pakistan’s transportation infrastructure has been
revamped in certain areas through
investments in the China-Pakistan
Economic Corridor (CPEC), a
$60bn transportation, trade and
infrastructure project between the
two countries.
Many roads and the country’s
entire railway transportation system, however, have not been upgraded in decades.
On Monday, at least 63 people were killed when two passenger trains collided in Sindh province, after one of them derailed.
More than 100 people were injured in that crash. aljazeera

from Pakistan. The war began in
March 1971 and, after a bloody
nine-month campaign, culminated in the nation’s independence.
Shafique Talukder, the
mosque building project’s deputy
director, told Arab News that the
mosque complexes would all have
facilities for Islamic research, preprimary school education, libraries, housing and accommodation
for local and foreign tourists.
They would also run enrolment
and training programs for Hajj pilgrims, he added, and serve men
and women.
Three types of mosques are
being constructed under the
project.
There will be mosques with a
floor space of 2,400 square meters
in 64 regions. In 475 other areas
they will have a floor space of
1,700 square meters. In 16 coastal regions the floor space will be
2,000 square meters, designed
specifically to meet terrain requirements.
The aim of the project is for
all districts, subdistricts, and city
corporation areas to have one
model mosque equipped with a
grand prayer hall for 900 to 1,200
people.
“This is the largest mosque
building project being implemented by any country in the world,”
Talukder said.
There are more than 300,000
mosques in Bangladesh.

future amid pandemic
Earlier this month, Indian
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
announced the cancellation of key
school-leaving examinations.
"We were glued to our phones,
waiting for the announcement on
Twitter," 18-year-old Vishwas
Dubey told the BBC.
He was among millions of students who were due to take the
national school-leaving tests.
The examinations - popularly called boards - are crucial for
students hoping to secure admission in some of India's most prestigious public universities.
The exams, originally planned
for May, were postponed to July,
with the authorities saying they
would do a review on 1 June.
The cancellation came as a
huge relief to many who were anxious about writing exams at a time
when Indian towns and cities were
gripped by a deadly second wave
of Covid-19 pandemic.
But, students said, this relief
soon gave way to anxiety.
"I was cheerful in the beginning but soon I started asking questions about the future and what
would happen," Mr Dubey told
me over the phone.
Shubransu Dash, a student
from Cuttack city in the eastern
state of Odisha (formerly Orissa),
described it as a "somewhat bittersweet moment" when he found
out that he wouldn't have to write
the tests under such pressure but
it also opened up a whole world
of uncertainty.
The BBC is not responsible
for the content of external
sites.View original tweet on Twitter
Presentational white space
"I was studying very hard,
logged on to Zoom calls from early morning to late noon. But with
exams cancelled, how do we prove
ourselves?" he asked.
For the most part, the education system in India is geared towards this one big board exam that
Class 12 students have to take. It
marks the culmination of their

school life and forms the basis for
all their future studies.
The cancellation of these
tests, students say, complicates
matters.
"We don't know how we are
going to be evaluated, how colleges and universities would accept
our admission applications," Mr
Dubey said.
In their cancellation order of
1 June, authorities said that students would be marked according
to a "well-defined, objective criteria" which would be announced
later.
The Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE), the government-controlled board that
conducts these examinations, said
experts would look at all angles
and decide how students would
be evaluated.
Some educationists feel that
students could be marked on the
basis of their performance in previously-held examinations such as
pre-boards - internal school tests
conducted before the final boards.
But students say that this is
rife with issues.
"It's unfair as we write the preboards to assess ourselves. These
are essentially to prepare for the
boards. They're not the real
thing," Mr Dubey said.
Also, he said, writing the preboards during the pandemic meant
that many were sick or dealing
with losses, while some just lost
momentum after the tests were
postponed the first time and, as a
result, many didn't perform well.
"I lost my grandparents to
Covid-19 this year. The emotional trauma was intense," he told
me.
Teachers also say that asking
the schools to mark their own students could lead to all sorts of issues.
"Now schools will be in a bit
of a quandary," Mohit Sinha, a
teacher at The Doon School, a
boarding school in the Himalayan
city of Dehradun, told me.
bbc

Sri Lanka
records
highest
single-day
Covid-19
death toll
The coronavirus death toll
in Sri Lanka has crossed the
2,000-mark as the country on
Thursday recorded its highest
single-day fatalities with 101
deaths since the onset of the
pandemic.
The death toll from the
coronavirus has now reached
2,011 in Sri Lanka, which is facing a third wave of the pandemic, health officials said on
Friday.
The 101 deaths reported
on Thursday was the highest
number of deaths confirmed in
a day since the onset of the
pandemic in the country in
March 2020.
An eight-day-old baby
from Pussellawa town in
Kandy District, who died on
Wednesday, was the country’s
youngest Covid victim, Health
officials said. Most of the patients who died due to COVID-19 were between 65 -75
years of age.
Sri Lanka has witnessed an
increase of positive cases and
deaths since April, partly
caused by celebrations and
shopping during last month’s
traditional new year festival.
The country has registered
over 2,17,000 positive cases so
far.
The fierceness of the current surge has forced lockdown
in the form of travel restrictions
since early May. The restrictions are due to be lifted on
June 14.
The travel restrictions were
imposed after health experts
called for a total lockdown in
view of the raging third wave
of the pandemic since April 15.

