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India coronavirus: What is the govt's
change to vaccine policy?
Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi has said that all adults in
India will now get free vaccines.
"It has been decided that from
21 June, all adults over the age of
18 will be vaccinated [for] free,"
Mr Modi said.
"Whether it is the poor, the
lower middle class, the middle
class, or the upper middle class,
under the central government programme, everyone will get free vaccines," Mr Modi said.
But what does this mean for
vaccination strategy in India,
which has struggled with a severe
second wave of coronavirus?
Prime Minister Modi's announcement came in a national address on TV, in which he talked
about the history and logistics of
vaccine programmes in India.
Responsibility for vaccinations in India has historically been
shared between the federal government in Delhi and state governments.
Under the earlier Covid vaccine policy, half of all vaccines produced in India went to the federal
government, and the rest went to
state administrations and private
hospitals.
But now the federal government will buy 75% of all vaccines
manufactured.
The state governments will receive their vaccines doses for free
from the federal government, instead of negotiating directly with
manufacturers.
However, it's worth noting that
the remaining 25% of vaccines are
still set aside for procurement by
private hospitals as before.
These vaccinations are not free
- people have to pay at private
hospitals.
The federal government has
fixed prices for the three approved

vaccines at 780 rupees ($10.7;
£7.5) for Covishield, 1,145 rupees
($15.7; £11) for Sputnik V, and
1,410 rupees ($19.3; £13.6) for
Covaxin.
It means that state governments will now receive their allocated vaccine doses from the federal government based on the population of those states, the level of
disease, vaccination progress and
vaccine wastage.
That relieves the state authorities of having to purchase doses
from the manufacturer at higher
prices than were offered to the federal government.
The announcement also comes
just days after the previous policy attracted criticism from India's
top court, which called it "arbitrary" and "irrational".
It questioned the rationale behind making states pay more for
vaccines than the federal government had to.
States had to procure them on
the open market, and so the financial burden on some of the poorest

states such as Bihar, Jharkhand and
Uttar Pradesh significantly increased.
"This is a step in the right direction and will streamline some
procurement-related challenges,"
says public policy and systems
expert Dr Chandrakant Lahariya.
What does it mean for ordinary
people?
The new policy is in fact similar to what India did when it began its vaccine rollout in January
this year.
This was even acknowledged
by Mr Modi himself, who said
"the old system, in place before 1
May, will be implemented again."
"This announcement doesn't
change much for citizens," says Dr
Lahariya.
The original policy was
changed in April, when India was
hit by a dramatic surge in case
numbers and India's vaccine drive
was faltering.
States were then allowed to bid
for vaccines directly from manufacturers, which it was hoped

Is Uzbekistan a safe
place to invest?
Uzbekistan chaired Shanghai
Cooperation Organization (SCO)
summit that was held in Wuhan,
Central China's Hubei Province last
week. Against the backdrop of the
transformation of the world's economic layout, triggered by the rise
of Asia as new development hub,
the SCO has provided a reliable
platform helping the region to become one of the world's economic
development centers, SCO Secretary General, Vladimir Norov, said
at a parallel session of the SCO
Forum on Wednesday - write Graham Paul.
But Chinese media weren’t so
unified in their opinion about
Uzbekistan’s great prospects as an
economic development center and
an investment attractive region.
One of the leading media in the region, iFeng, noted that some of the
country’s energy investment
projects have forced energy investors from all over the world to write
off huge investments[1] of money
in their annual reports because
they have no return. Uzbekistan's
state-owned oil and gas company
‘Uzbekneftegaz’ owed China Petroleum more than US$16 million
in service fees and equipment supply costs in 2019. Uzbekistan’s
current Minister of Energy and
former chairman of the company’s
board of directors, Alisher Sultanov, reversed the debt and responded by asking the latter to
prove the existence of the debt in
court. In addition, the Uzbek natural gas chemical joint venture
owes to its South Korean investors - Samsung and Lotte - more
than $300 million. This sum may
turn into a loss for the two companies. In the second quarter of
2020, the Russian Lukoil Compa-

ny confirmed a loss of 39 billion
rubles in the impairment of assets
in the field of foreign exploration
and exploitation. The loss mainly
came from its branch in Uzbekistan.
Uzbekneftegaz, indeed, has
many financial problems – articles
on the subject regularly appear in
the local media. For example, at
the beginning of the year, the company reported that in 2020 it managed to increase its net profit by
3.6 times. However, Uzbekneftegaz’s debts have grown 441
times[2]. At oil depots, illegal payments and other unreasonable expenses are regularly revealed[3].

dubious about the situation, and
ones who have entered the country, as we could see, sometimes
just lose money.
One of the recent events last
year, the head of the Canadian SkyPower Global Kerry Adler, which
intends to invest $ 1.3 billion in
solar energy in Uzbekistan, turned
to Shavkat Mirziyoyev. According to Adler, two years after the
conclusion of the contract, the authorities still have not provided
guarantees for the purchase of energy. The company asks Uzbekistan to fulfill its obligations, even
if more attractive offers have appeared[5]. Founder and CEO of

Moreover, in 2019 there was a
publication that generally stated
that Uzbekneftegaz was practically bankrupt[4]. According to the
publication, the corporation is being dragged down by interest payments on a loan from the Fund for
Reconstruction and Development
of Uzbekistan in the amount of
two billion dollars. But the situation is much more grave, even at
first sight. At all international venues and public events, Uzbekistan
actively informs foreign investors
about the attractiveness of Uzbekistan. But foreign backers are still

SkyPower Global also noted that
the Ministry of Finance of
Uzbekistan, despite the instruction of the president in 2018, still
has not provided a guarantee for
the fulfillment of obligations in
terms of payment for the supplied
electricity, which was supposed to
be 6 cents per 1 kWh. Kerry Adler
also warned that SkyPower can go
to the court: «If we take action,
the deal could be worth $ 1.8 billion. Uzbekistan is a member of
the Energy Charter. We can file a
complaint with a court in The
Hague.

would encourage other vaccine
makers to enter the Indian market
and boost supply.
Can India get all adults vaccinated this year?
But it didn't work out like that,
and shortages of vaccines began to
emerge in a number of places as
supply couldn't keep up with demand. We've looked in other pieces at the challenges that face Indian vaccine manufacturers in trying
to ramp up production.
How is the vaccination drive
going?
India has administered a total
of nearly 235 million vaccine doses since January.
The vaccine drive picked up
pace in early April, with 3.66 million doses administered on 10
April, the highest so far.
But that figure then fell by
nearly half in mid-May and several states suspended vaccinations
for the 18-44 age group due to
shortages.
India's adult population is estimated as being over 900 million.

Pakistan reports
COVID positivity
ratio below 3%
for second
consecutive day
Pakistan on Wednesday reported a coronavirus positivity
ratio below 3% for the second consecutive time, as per statistics from
the National Command and Operation Centre (NCOC).
On Tuesday, 1,118 persons
tested positive for the virus in Pakistan out of the 43,900 who were
tested for the infection. The country reported a positivity ratio of
2.54%, with 77 people dying over
the past 24 hours.
As many as 2,244 people recovered from the infection in a single day, according to the NCOC.
The total number of confirmed
cases across the country have risen to 936,131 while the total number of active cases in Pakistan are
44,987.
In total, Pakistan has lost
21,453 people to the coronavirus
while 869,691 people have, in total, recovered from the infection.
On Tuesday, Pakistan reported a coronavirus positivity ratio
below 3% for the first time in almost four months.
The last time the country reported a positivity rate below 3%
was on February 14 when the positivity rate stood at 2.61%.
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Tajikistan nets hundreds of millions
from donors to build roads
One billboard dotted around
Tajikistan declares a sentiment that
the government claims is a key
priority. “Roads Draw Hearts
Closer,” it reads.
That notwithstanding, a large
and expensive dam project being
funded by squeezing taxpayers
dry is flooding one of the country’s most important highways.
And the government is relying
on foreign donors to step in and
build a replacement.
On June 7, President Emomali
Rahmon traveled to the Nurobod
district to oversee the start of construction of a mountainous stretch
of road linking the district to the
town of Obigarm.
A 30-kilometer stretch replacing the part of the M41 highway
being inundated as a result of the
construction of the Roghun hydropower dam is being funded in part
with a $110 million grant from the
Asian Development Bank. Another $40 million will come in the form
of a loan from the OPEC Fund for
International Development. The
Tajik government will spend $28
million of its own money.
Work is due for completion no
later than November 2023.
“The road is part of important
international corridors, while also
providing critical access to economic opportunities and social
services for local communities,”
Shanny Campbell, the ADB’s
country director for Tajikistan,
said in an emailed statement.
The only alternative route for
joining the south of the country to
Kyrgyzstan would have entailed a
detour of several hundred kilometers.
A second stage of the project –
44 kilometers of highway and 45
kilometers of local roads – is being
funded with $150 million of credit
from the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development.
And then a third stage – which will
involve installing a 760-meter
bridge – is being paid for with $50

million provided by the Beijingbased Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank, or AIIB, according to
the Tajik presidential administration.
Although donors often pick up
the bill for roadbuilding, it is the
Tajik government that sets the
agenda, and often according to arbitrary and suspicious criteria.
The road from the capital,
Dushanbe, to President Rahmon’s
home district, Danghara, is by and
large pleasantly smooth, while
much of the drive eastward from
there to the Pamirs is along disastrously crumbling and rutted roads

sons-in-law.
Other road projects of note
include the Khujand-Isfara route
in the north of the country, completed in 2018. The World Bank
provided $38 million in credit and
$6.8 million as a grant toward the
overall $54 million bill.
Another $90 million undertaking to refurbish and build 58 kilometers of road in the direction of
the Pamirs, from Kulob to KalaiKhum, is being mostly financed
with loans from a dizzying array
of Middle Eastern partners: the
Saudi-based Islamic Development
Bank ($14 million), the Saudi Fund

– a “continuous earthquake” goes
the bitter wisecrack for those forced
to do the trip regularly.
While foreigners pay, Tajik
elite insiders reap the rewards.
Avalanche galleries being built
on the highway from Dushanbe to
the northern city of Khujand are
being financed with almost $5 million in grants from the government
of Pakistan. The highway itself can
only be accessed by motorists who
pay a toll collected by a company
called Innovative Road Solutions,
which is registered in the British
Virgin Islands.
Officials have historically described the company’s ownership
structure as a “trade secret,” although it is widely understood to
be controlled by one of Rahmon’s

for Development ($30 million), the
Kuwait Fund for Arab Economic
Development ($25.5 million) and
the OPEC Fund for International
Development ($10 million). The
Tajik government has pitched in
$10 million. A meager $628,000
had been spent on executing this
project at last reporting, however.
As for the Pamirs themselves,
hope there rests on China. Dushanbe is waiting for a large chunk of
cash from China for the overhaul
of the road from Kalai-Khum all
the way to the Pamir town of Vanj.
Reported estimates of how much
Beijing might gift Tajikistan to this
end vary from $186 million to
$226 million.
And it is not yet known what
China will expect in return.

Bangladesh's economic
& counter-terror
achievements shape
UN victory

ligence and played a key role in
the crackdown. According to a US
State Department's Country Report on Terrorism, 2017, since
Holey Artisan Bakery attack, at
least 79 suspected radicals have
been killed and more than 150 others arrested in an aggressive antimilitancy crackdown.
Bangladesh, according to
counter-terror experts, has shown
strong commitment not to allow
its territory to be used by terrorists. The Bangladesh’s security
agencies have kept a close eye on
any terrorist elements among the
massive influx of the Rohingyas
from Myanmar’s Rakhine State.
The Bangladesh PM on her part
made exceptional arrangements for
the Rohingya refugees including
creating facilities for them at Bhashan Char island in Bay of Bengal
till their repatriation.
Hasina has positioned the ruling Awami League as a secular nationalist party and the government's main focus had been on a
"quick-fix" strategy to curb terrorism. To support counter-terrorism,
the Bangladesh government also
enacted the country's first anti-terrorism law in 2009, which was
amended in 2013. Moreover, to
cripple terror at the heel, the government also formulated the Money Laundering Prevention Act,
2012. The government has banned
six groups, including home-grown
terror groups like Harkat-ul-Jihad
Bangladesh, Ansar-ul-Bangla Team
and Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh and has worked seamlessly
with India to address the issue of
cross-border terror. Dhaka was
firmly committed to stamp out
terrorism from the South Asian
region through bilateral, regional
and multilateral cooperation, according to Hasina.

Bangladesh, which till 1971
was part of undivided Pakistan,
today stands in contrast vis-à-vis
Pakistan whose track record in
promoting cross-border terror and
harbouring international terrorists
is now well-known.
Bangladesh, according to
counter-terror experts, has shown
strong commitment not to allow
its territory to be used by terrorists.
Bangladesh’s election as the
vice-president of the upcoming
76th session of the United Nations
General Assembly (UNGA) from
the Asia-Pacific Region for a oneyear term starting this September
is not only a testimony to its growing economic stature but also its
efforts in countering terror and extremist groups with an eye on creating stability in South Asia and
Bay of Bengal region.
Bangladesh, which till 1971
was part of undivided Pakistan,
today stands in contrast vis-à-vis
Pakistan whose track record in
promoting cross-border terror and
harbouring international terrorists
is now well-known.
While the BNP regime in Dhaka in the past promoted cross-border terror with support of ISI,
Sheikh Hasina’s rule since 2009 has
witnessed relentless campaign
against terrorists and extremists
including her recent action against
Hefazat-e-Islam. Pakistan, on the

other hand, remain aligned with
terrorists and extremists. “Pakistan, consequently, lacks the moral conviction and authority to fearlessly counteract terrorists and
extremists, something that Sheikh
Hasina’s genuineness of purpose
empowers her in ample measure
to do with great efficacy,” according to a recent commentary published by Amsterdam based think
tank European Foundation for
South Asian Studies.
Hasina has often emphasised
on zero tolerance on terrorism and
this was on display when she not
only cracked down on Hefazat-eIslam but also against its subgroup called "Manhazi", whose
members include some "who had
trained in Afghanistan". It may be
recalled that in the early 1980s,
some Bangladeshis went to Afghanistan to join the Al Qaeda against
the Soviets. Many of these returned back and have been involved
in acts of terror. A branch of HuJI,
was established in Bangladesh in
the 1990s and later Hasina
launched a crackdown against it.
Her regime has also targeted LeT
and associated terrorist groups.
Few years back Bangladesh
cracked down against perpetrators
and instigators of Holey Artisan
Bakery. Lt. Gen. Akhbar Hussain,
currently commandant of the
NDC in Bangladesh was DGDirectorate General of Forces Intel-

