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Editorial
Alarming COVID-19
situation in Afghanistan
Despite security concerns and the successive fall of districts in Afghanistan, the ears
and Concerns about the third of wave of covid-19 have also raised in Afghanistan.
According to official figures 1,597 people were infected and 85 others were killed due
to the virus in the last 24 hours.
However, these figures may not reflect the whole victims or cases due to lack of
good system and other challenges such as insecurity, and complex geography of Afghanistan. The country’s hospitals, particularly those in the capital Kabul have been full
of patients and do not have the capacity to enroll new ones. Meanwhile the hospitals in
the city facing serious oxygen shortages which could be the main reason behind increasing death toll in the country.
The official rate of coronavirus has been rapidly rising in recent days and weeks in
Afghanistan, as the statistics continue to rise, the officials at the Ministry of Public
Health express concerns about the possibility of a “catastrophe and crisis” during the
third wave of the Corona-virus outbreak in the country.
The next issue which widely has added to the concerns and are behind increasing
cases of COVID-19, is non-observance of health advises such as not keeping social
distance, not wearing masks, no prevention from social gatherings and so on.
According to officials at the Ministry of Public Health, the public cooperation in
preventing public crowdedness and maintaining health advises are the only way to reduce and control the spread of COVID-19 during this round, but most of the social
experts believe that the people would not listen to these advises without any compulsory
measures.
Although going to quarantine is not feasible in the current economic condition of the
country, they could take some measures, including closures of educational institutions,
wedding halls, baths and asking elderly civil servants to work from home, but still much
more is needed to curb the situation.
The other main issue which raises concerns is the lack of enough vaccine in the
country. After India, the People’s Republic of China has also donated 700,000 dozes of
vaccines which arrived in Afghanistan the other day. But that could not be sufficient as
millions of the citizens need vaccine and the government as well as international organizations should do more to provide vaccines for the developing countries.
Overall, Afghanistan is highly vulnerable since it lacks modern medical equipment
and more physicians comparing to those of its neighboring. In the meantime, the unstable economy adds to the problem if government further take preventive measures to
curb the virus.
Therefore, the international community and the country’s neighboring, should support Afghanistan in combating the virus. If Afghanistan is left alone at the current sensitive time, where both militancy and the virus killing our people, the death toll will be
alarmingly high, and the country would face another crisis.
Afghanistan has already entered to a sensitive situation where COVID-19 has already been expanded and the third wave taking huge lives from Afghan masses, therefore national efforts and international assistance needed to contain the situation. Afghans already suffering from war and bloodshed for over 40 years and now the COVID-19 has further added to their miseries.
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For the past 20 years, U.S.
Central Command has been the
busiest of the U.S. military’s geographically arrayed headquarters.
But even with the end of the American commitment of troops on the
ground in Afghanistan, a reduced
presence in Iraq and an overall
U.S. shift to countering China and
Russia, CENTCOM oversees a
restive region that will continue
to warrant attention.
Military Times conducted an
exclusive June 11 phone interview
with Marine Gen. Kenneth F.
McKenzie Jr., the CENTCOM
commander, who talked about the
withdrawal, the plight of interpreters, a drone attack in Iraq and
the future of the region. Parts of
the interview related to Afghanistan, excerpted by The Kabul
Times monitoring desk which is
as follow:
MT: Have you provided options yet to Defense Secretary
Lloyd Austin on securing the embassy in Afghanistan and providing counterterrorism support
from outside the country once the
withdrawal is complete? If so, can
you share what some of those
plans and troop levels might look
like?
FM: So, I have been in consultation with the secretary,
through [Army Gen. Mark Milley, chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff] on providing those plans,
and the secretary is still chewing
over it. We’re in a back-and-forth
process, refining them, so unfortunately right now, because of
that, there’s not much more I can
share with you about the development of those plans.
MT: Do you foresee realistic
threats to the homeland emanating from Afghanistan after with-

drawal is completed and what
worries you most about that?
FM: We know, with a high
degree of certainty, that al-Qaida
and ISIS, and the version of ISIS
that’s in Afghanistan — ISIS
Khorasan is what we call it —
they both have aspirations to attack the United States. Longstanding, very public track record
of wanting to attack our homeland,
and the homelands of our partners
as well in Europe and in other places. So, this is well established and
well-documented from their own
mouths. We believe that what has
prevented these attacks from being developed, both from Afghanistan and from Syria as well over
the last few years, is the pressure
that’s been put on these groups.
And so, in Syria, for example, we
and our SDF partners work very
hard to keep that pressure on
them, so they don’t have — particularly ISIS — the ability to generate those attack plans because
they’re busy scrambling around
for their own survival. Sort of the
same thing occurs in Afghanistan.
So, what would concern me the
most in the long term would be a
future situation in Afghanistan
where there wasn’t adequate pressure kept on these groups, because we know left unmolested
that they are certainly going to
rebuild, restrengthen themselves,
and we have no reason to doubt
they don’t mean what they say
when they say, repeatedly and
earnestly over the past few years,
that they want to attack us in our
homeland.
MT: A recent U.N. report
warned that the Taliban appeared
poised to take back control of
Afghanistan for the first time since
it was ousted from power by the

United States. Do you believe
that, why or why not?
FM: So, we’re leaving. That
fact is evident to everyone and the
only thing that is going to remain,
if we can protect it, will be our
embassy platform — our diplomats that will be there. And we
still intend to support the Afghan
military from just over the horizon. We’re still going to support
them with funding. We’re going
to try very hard to support the
Afghan air force over the horizon;
some things will come out of the
country to be worked on. We will
do some televised remote advising with them as we go forward.
All those things, we will continue
to do that. I don’t want to minimize this, because I think they’re
going to be tested, but we will
continue to support them, just not
in the way we are supporting them
now.
MT: The Taliban seems to be
gaining momentum on the battlefield. Do you think that Afghan
security forces can hold them off
militarily and, if so, specifically
what do you base that judgment
on? FM: The fighting is seesaw
right now. You know we will do
everything we can to help the Afghans going forward within the
limits that we have, which is, of
course, no boots on the ground.
But it’s going to be really on their
shoulders now to stand or fall, and
I think they have a fighting chance
to do it. That’s what I’ve said before, and we’ll do everything we
can to help them. One thing I probably need to emphasize is we will
still do everything we can to keep
pressure on ISIS and al-Qaida,
from our over-the-horizon locations. That is a task I’ve been given. Those are plans I’m in discus-

sion with now with the secretary
of defense. How we will do that,
I’ve said before, that will be a very
difficult thing to do. But it is not
an impossible thing to do, and we
will work very hard to keep that
pressure on.
MT: That leads me to my next
question. Can the U.S. provide
any combat support to Afghan
forces if they are under siege from
the Taliban, or if major cities such
as Kabul are at risk of being overrun or if they’re under siege from
ISIS-K? And if so, what kind of
combat support? Or would you
rule that out because it doesn’t
fall within the parameters set by
President Biden?
FM: Those are actually, as
you will appreciate, policy decisions, not military decisions. I will
tell you this. Right now what
we’re planning to do after we withdraw is keep pressure on al-Qaida and ISIS, and that would be
what we’d be doing, going back
into Afghanistan. When those entities presented actionable threats
against the United States, we’d be
prepared to go in there and take
action if our Afghan partners are
unable to do that, and that will be
the limit of our kinetic actions in
Afghanistan.
MT: So, you’re not ruling out
that there still could be kinetic
actions taken by the U.S. under
certain circumstances?
FM: I am completely silent
on that. I would tell you that the
only thing we’re planning for right
now — the only thing we’re planning for right now — is the ability
to continue operations against alQaida and ISIS.
MT: Would you rule that
out?
FM: I’m probably not the
right guy to ask.
MT: Are you considering
training Afghan troops in any locale in the region, say Jordan or
someplace?
FM: Those are options that
are all under consideration right
now as we go forward and that’s
probably all I can say about it.
MT: Given that the U.S military went to a virtual advising
position in Afghanistan in early
2020 due to COVID, are you looking at the possibility of a dedicated, remote advising cell for Afghan
security forces?
FM: Our organization that
provides advice to the Afghans
will continue to do so, at a higher
level. And we’ve been at a pretty
high level here for a while anyway. For the last year or so, and
even before coronavirus, our numbers were down in Afghanistan
significantly from what they’ve
been in the past. See P7

