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Editorial
Pakistan behind Taliban’s
terror legitimization
While the US pullout is proceeding ahead of schedule, the Afghan peace process
remains in a state of deadlock and there is a significant surge in violence. Another
complicating factor injected into an already deteriorating situation is the cooling in relations between Kabul and Islamabad, as the neighboring country has been time and
again accused of supporting Taliban.
President Ghani’s remarks against Pakistan during an interview with Der Spiegel
Magazine and National Security Adviser Hamdullah Mohib’s comments on neighboring country’s lack of commitment regarding the Afghan peace process, has further
raised tensions between the two countries.
Pakistan has repeatedly denied having relations with Taliban; however, the group
leadership and their families enjoy luxury lives in Pakistani cities and their fighters are
logistically being supported by ISI and the country’s military.
While fighting Taliban and al-Qaeda militants in the country, the Afghan forces
have arrested or killed dozens of Pakistani citizens that were fighting for Taliban against
Afghan people. Meanwhile the weaponry used by Taliban and their hideouts beyond
the Durand Line proving Pakistan’s sincere support to the group.
Presence of the Taliban leadership in Pakistan and their well-known Quetta Shura,
as well as the group’s consultation with Pakistan officials during Doha talks, clearly
show how the country has strong influence on Taliban. Afghan politicians’ remarks
against the neighboring country is not something new, and for decades, Pakistan has
been accused of harboring militants and logistically supporting them against the Afghan
state.
Regional and Afghanistan’s neighboring countries, mainly Pakistan, have been monitoring the crisis and its continuation in Afghanistan for more than four decades and
have no other plans.
The continuation of crisis and destruction of Afghanistan as well as lack of an
authoritative government in the country are deep in Pakistan’s strategic plan. Taliban
are practicing what the jihadists did during their time. Currently, the Taliban are involved in killing and destruction in the name of jihad. The ideology of jihad has not
faded for the extremist and dogmatist individuals, and it still leads to enormous destruction in Afghanistan. However, this cycle of destruction may lose its sanctity due to the
spread of information and speed of news circulation.
Therefore, Pakistan seems to be looking for an alternative way for the continuation
of conflict and crisis in Afghanistan. The country not only accept their friendly ties with
the terror groups, but also blame the Afghan government for sabotaging the peace
process.
Legitimizing the Taliban as well as strengthening terrorist groups can both accelerate the destructive and prolonging the peace process for years. With hosting Taliban
leaders and inviting their Qatari members to Islamabad, Pakistan, on the one hand, is
seeking to show that it is not only involved in equipping and financing terrorism, but also
gain international legitimacy for this group.
Afghans and the international community have now been in a common sense that
without Pakistan support, Taliban cannot survive, and militancy can be stopped in Afghanistan and the country would be backed on a peaceful track post foreign troops
withdrawal.
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Threats and opportunities amid U.S.NATO withdrawal from Afghanistan
By: Shokrullah Amiri
When U.S. President Biden's
decision to end "America's longest war" made headlines in Afghanistan, people in the country
were alarmed and reacted in different ways. Most Afghans believe that the U.S. withdrawal of
troops is a serious threat to their
future and increases the possibility of civil war.
Here are some key questions
that require answers: Does the
U.S.-NATO troop withdrawal
from Afghanistan mean a discontinuation of security and financial
assistance? Will this withdrawal
lead to the collapse of the Afghan
state and a complete takeover by
Taliban militants? Will there be
civil war?
It seems that the withdrawal
does not mean then end of assistance to Afghanistan. This belief
is based on two assumptions.
First, the U.S. acts according to
its strategic culture and will try to
prevent rival powers from infiltrating Afghanistan. The second
assumption goes back to the U.S.
president who has made it clear in
a White House press statement
that the withdrawal does not mean
a weakening of U.S. backing for
Afghanistan. "We will continue to
support the strengthening of the
Afghan security and defense forces," Biden told Ashraf Ghani. This
is clearly evidenced in an Aryana
News report that the U.S. defense
budget proposal for 2022 includes
$3.3 billion in aid for Afghanistan.
Also, the U.S. did not rule out
deploying airstrikes from outside
the country, and NATO will most
likely continue training Afghan
forces in Jordan (NYT).
However, many Afghan politicians, as well as most citizens,
are concerned about their future
and see the military withdrawal
as a serious threat to their country. But if one looks at it broadly,
the withdrawal is both an opportunity and a threat.
Threats
As the removal of foreign
troops from Afghanistan continues, we have been witnessing
growing violence and territorial
gains by the Taliban. The insufficient level of foreign air support
for the Afghan forces can hurt
them on the ground.
Afghan politicians believe that
there is a possibility of a civil war.
Mir Rahman Rahmani, the speaker of parliament, has warned as

much. An all-out internal conflict
would reverse all the progress
made in human rights and development. It will also provide the
ground for the resurfacing of constrained Al-Qaida and IS-K terrorist groups in Afghanistan.
There is also a buildup among
anti-Taliban militant groups
whose confrontation under the
Northern Alliance denied the Taliban a complete takeover in 1999.
Stars and Stripes reports that
Ahmad Massoud, the son of late
commander Ahmad Shah Massoud, claims over 100,000 fighters and supporters have so far
pledged support to his movement
named "Resistance 2.0," adding to
the deepening divisions that create conditions for a civil war.
Afghans have long been living
in a fragile and broken state. The
withdrawal of U.S.-NATO troops
has added to the complexity of
their plight. Afghans are indeed
used to these situations but what
now matters most is the scenario
of civil war and the collapse of
the political system built with the
sacrifice of over 69,000 soldiers
and 47,000 civilians (AP).

Opportunities
The military withdrawal
could nevertheless present several opportunities for Afghanistan.
The Taliban's brutal attacks
against the security forces and civilians even during the U.S.NATO presence are against human and Islamic values, and the
withdrawal of foreign soldiers will
weaken the religious-moral justification for continuing a "holy
war" in Afghanistan. Over the
years, the Taliban have legitimized
their inhumane violence under the
slogan of "Jihad against Infidels."
In contrast, the U.S.-NATO withdrawal will help Afghan forces
attract more religious support and
recognition from the local and international community. The Taliban would hate to see this happen, and it might force them to
seek a peace deal with the Afghan
government.
The U.S.-NATO withdrawal
will strengthen the desire for "selfreliance" among the citizens of
Afghanistan. By using local values ??and national spirit, one can
dream of a free and prosperous
Afghanistan. Undoubtedly, for-

eigners can intervene or withdraw
whenever they want, depending
on their interests. Therefore, the
U.S.-NATO withdrawal can convince Afghans that they have no
choice but to stand on their own
feet, which in the long run can be
beneficial for the nation's development.
Afghanistan's geopolitics and
geo-economics have a special appeal to the great powers. The assumption is that if Afghanistan
enters a new crisis in the absence
of the United States, there are others who can side with Afghanistan and help manage the transition. One can mention Russia,
China and Turkey.
Conclusion
It is obvious that the threats
posed by the U.S.-NATO withdrawal from Afghanistan seem to
be greater than the opportunities
offered.
The opportunities, in turn,
pose their own inherent threats
and would not guarantee a stable,
peaceful and prosperous Afghanistan in the foreseeable future.
This article previously appeared in CGTN online platform.

