Afghanistan Constitution
Article One Hundred Eight
The state budget and development program of the government shall be submitted,
through the House of Elders to the House of People along with its advisory views.
The decision of the House of People shall be implemented without presentation
to the House of Elders, after endorsement by the President. If for some reasons the
budget is not approved before the beginning of the new fiscal year, the budget of the
year before shall be applied pending the passage of the new budget. The Government
shall present during the fourth quarter of the financial year the budget for the next
year, with the brief account of the current year budget, to the National Assembly.
See P7
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World Children’s Day: President says more children Security situation remains challenging
are now attending school than ever before
in Afghanistan: Stoltenberg

KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani in a message
on Tuesday congratulated the

World Children’s Day to Afghan
children, saying celebration of the
day provides the opportunity to

Canada reassures
continued assistance
to Afghanistan
KABUL: Mirwais Nab and
Marta Morgan, Deputy Foreign
Ministers of Afghanistan and
Canada, held a telephone conversation to discuss the Afghan
peace process and issues of mutual interest, a MoFA statement
said yesterday.
In this telephone call, the Political Deputy Minister of Afghanistan thanked Canada for its
helpful assistance and cooperation to Afghanistan over the past
two decades and for pursuing a
reasonable and principled stand
in the Afghan peace process.
Morgan, as quoted by MoFA
statement, reassured Nab that
Canada would continue to assist

the Afghan government and people, emphasizing his country’s
support for the Afghan National
and Defense Forces and the
peace talks, preserving the
achievements of the last two decades and the effective participation of women in the talks.
The two sides also discussed
in detail the latest development
in the peace talks and the
strengthening and expansion of
cooperation between the two
countries, as well as the technical and legal issues of the Coordination Group and Respond to
the victims of PS752 flight.
The Kabul Times

focus once again on children’s
problems, providing them better
education and training facilities, so

that to ease a bright future for
them. “Children make future of
the country and tomorrow’s enlightenment is possible if they are
given due attention,” the president
said, as quoted in the statement,
adding that although millions of
children are still deprived of their
basic rights, including education
due to the unfortunate war in the
country, but according to him,
there are more children now attending school than ever before.
“Health and cultural services
are provided for children as well
as there are increasing awareness
within society to better treat children,” the president was quoted
in the statement as saying.
“Although government is
committed to ensuring the fundamental rights of children, it is also
working on specific and model
programs to strengthen and perpetuate these rights,” the statement quoted as saying.
The Kabul Times

FM Atmar, Pakistani Ambassador
discuss upcoming trilateral meeting

KABUL: Minister of Foreign
Affairs Mohammad Haneef Atmar met with the Ambassador of
the Islamic Republic of Pakistan,
Mansoor Ahmad Khan, on Monday and both sides discussed bilateral relations, including trilateral meeting of Afghanistan, China and Pakistan which will be held
on June 3rd, a MoFA statement
said yesterday.
Highlighting the outcomes of
the Pakistani Chief of Army Staff
visit to Kabul, Minister Atmar
emphasized on implementation of
the commitments and decisions
taken during the said visit. Foreign Minister stressed on strengthening and expansion of bilateral
cooperation to create a conducive
space to resume meaningful peace
talks, according to the statement.
The Pakistani Ambassador
underscored the importance of
bilateral relations and the role of
Afghanistan’s peace and stability

in Pakistan’s prosperity and economic development.
Highlighting the recent developments in the peace process,
Khan assured Minister Atmar of
Pakistan’s comprehensive support
to peace and stability in Afghanistan, emphasizing that Pakistan
does not support the seizure of
power through military and calls
for political settlement.
Minister Atmar and the Pakistani Ambassador also discussed
and exchanged views on the concerns and opportunities related to
the bilateral relations, as well as
the continuation and strengthening of cooperation within bilateral frameworks including APAPPS.
The two sides also talked on
the Afghanistan – Pakistan – China trilateral meeting, to be held on
June 3, 2021.
Th Kabul Times

COVID-19: Ministry reports 1045
new cases, 33 deaths in Afghanistan
KABUL: Ministry of Public Health (MoPH) on Tuesday
reported 1,045 new positive cases of COVID-19 out of 3,614
samples tested in the last 24
hours.
This is the second-highest
number of reported cases in a 24hour period since the coronavi-

rus was first reported in the country in February 2020.
The ministry also reported 33
deaths in the past 24 hours, which
is the highest number of reported
deaths in a 24-hour period since
the outbreak began. The ministry
also reported 112 recoveries from
COVID-19 in the same period.

The cumulative total of
known COVID-19 cases is
74,026, the total number of reported deaths is 3,007, and the total
number of recoveries is 57,742.
So far, 477,746 samples have
been tested in government centers
and there are 12,652 known active COVID-19 cases in the coun-

try, data by the ministry indicates.
According to Johns Hopkins
University, the number of deaths
from COVID-19 globally is more
than 3,550,979 and the number
of known global coronavirus cases is 170,749,258.
The Kabul Times

KABUL: NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg on Monday said that the security situation in Afghanistan remains “very
difficult and challenging,” reiterating that as the US and coalition
forces are leaving, at some stage,
Afghans should take full responsibility for their own future.
Addressing a press conference
in Brussels, Stoltenberg said that
the decision to withdraw NATO
troops entails risks, but also to
stay, “we’d have implemented
risks for our Alliance with more
fighting, potentially more fighting, more and more casualties, and
even the need to maybe increase
the number of troops.”
He added, “So therefore, we
made the decision to end our mission within weeks. I think we have
to understand that the intention
was never to stay in Afghanistan
forever.”
He said that over the last
years, NATO has gradually reduced its presence in Afghanistan
from more than 100,000 troops
to around 10,000 troops at the
beginning of this year and that
now it will go down to zero in the
military mission.
“But as we end our military
mission, we are stepping up our
support to Afghanistan in other
ways. First of all, we will maintain our civilian presence in Afghanistan to provide advice and
capacity building to the Afghan
security institutions,” he said.
He reiterated that NATO
would fund the Afghan forces and
will “make sure that we are allo-

cating significant amounts of money to the Afghan security forces.”
“We will also provide, we are
planning to provide out-of-country training for the Afghan security forces and we are also now
working on how we can sustain
critical infrastructure,” he added.
This comes as Afghan Defense
Minister Asadullah Khalid on
Tuesday said air support by international troops aiding Afghan
forces might continue even after
the end of the foreign military
presence in Afghanistan if necessary.
“The world has a commitment
and agreement with us. When
needed—if we want and need it—
their air force will help us in areas
where we need it,” Khalid said.
Moreover, Stoltenberg said
that Afghan forces are now responsible for the security in their
own country.
“At some stage the Afghans
have to take full responsibility,

responsibility for their own future,” he said. “And I’m impressed by the strength and the
courage of the Afghan security
forces and knowing that there are
risks, challenges, but also that’s
exactly why we will continue to
provide support to them.”
Pentagon officials have said
that the withdrawal up to 25%
complete. US President Joe Biden
announced in April that he will
withdraw all American troops
from Afghanistan by Sept. 11, but
officials in Washington have said
that the pullout might be completed earlier than the given deadline.
Back in Kabul, efforts are underway to resume the stalled peace
talks in Doha and form a Supreme
State Council to lead the peace
process and make decisions on it.
However, violence remains high
as Taliban conduct attacks in at
least 18 provinces every day,
based on data provided by the
Ministry of Defense.
The Kabul Times

EU mission in Afghanistan to
stay despite troop withdrawal
KABUL: The EU mission in
Afghanistan has reiterated its commitment to supporting the wartorn country, as international
troops continue to withdraw.
Tomas Niklasson, Acting
Special Envoy of the European
Union for Afghanistan, stated:
“As troops are withdrawn, our
intention is to stay. Our policy
has not changed, our mission
hasn’t changed, our commitment
to the Afghan people has not

changed,” Niklasson stated.
Addressing the EU parliament
on Saturday, Niklasson added that
the circumstances in Afghanistan
are changing and that “we need to
make sure that we can adapt to
these changes. To remain engaged.”
This comes as foreign forces
officially started to withdraw from
Afghanistan early this month.
The US forces stated that
they have handed over five military bases and an airport to the

Afghan forces so far.
Meanwhile, some Afghan
MPs stated that the EU’s continued support to Afghanistan is crucial.
MP Khan Aqa Rezaie stated:
“The EU and some foreign countries’ stay in Afghanistan to continue supporting the Afghan forces and the government is very vital.”
The Kabul Times

