Afghanistan Constitution
Article One Hundred Seventeen
The Supreme Court shall be comprised of nine members, appointed by the
President and with the endorsement of the House of People, and in observance of the
provisions of clause three of Article Fifty as well as Article One Hundred Eighteen of
this Constitution, shall be initially appointed in the following manner:
Three members for a period of four years, three members for seven years, and
three members for ten years. Later appointments shall be for period of ten years.
Appointment of members for a second term shall not be permitted. The President
shall appoint one of its members as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court. Members of
the Supreme Court, except under circumstances stated in Article One Hundred Twenty Seven of this Constitution, shall not be dismissed till the end of their term.
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President Ghani thanks China for
donation of COVID-19 vaccine
KABUL: Addressing a ceremony at the presidential palace yesterday, President Mohammad Ashraf
Ghani thanked People’s Republic of
China for donation of 700,000 doses of COVID-19 vaccines, a statement said.
Referring to the expansion of
Afghanistan-China, in various fields,
especially economic, trade and transit relations, the President, as quoted in presidential palace statement,
said that the situation of the country’s health sector is better than the
last two waves of the Corona virus,
adding that people’s trust on health
sector and doctors have increased
and the health sector has the full
support of the presidential office.
Concluding his speech, the President said that the people of Afghanistan showed their capacity and capability in three waves of coronavirus and instructed the Governor of
Kabul to involve the private sector
more in the fight against pandemic.
The Acting Minister of Public
Health thanked the President for his
support to the Afghan health system, as well as People’s Republic of
China, for providing 700,000 doses
of vaccine and other medical supplies worth $5 million.
The Chinese Ambassador also
assured his country’s further assistance to Afghanistan in fight against
the coronavirus and reiterated support for the peace process, hoping
lasting peace and stability in Afghanistan. The Kabul Times

Islamic organizations hail
‘declaration of peace in Afghanistan’
KABUL: Diplomats and leading officials from Islamic organizations on Friday praised the historic “Declaration of peace in Afghanistan” conference for paving
the way for a solution to the longrunning crisis in the country.
The conference, hosted in
Makkah on Thursday by the
Muslim World League (MWL)
under the auspices of Saudi Arabia, brought together for the firsttime senior Afghan and Pakistani
scholars, along with government
ministers from the two countries,
in an effort to help bring about
reconciliation among the people
of Afghanistan.

The participants offered their support for negotiations between the
warring factions in the country and rejected all acts of extremism.
See P7

MoFA welcomes European Parliament
resolution on supporting Peace, ensuring
immediate ceasefire in Afghanistan
KABUL: Ministry of Foreign
Affairs of the Islamic Republic of
Afghanistan welcomed the commitment of the European Parliament to support the Afghan-led
and Afghan-owned peace process, ensuring lasting peace in Afghanistan, and post-conflict reconstruction in Afghanistan.
“Emphasizing the need for a
political settlement, the Afghan
government remains committed to
commencement of meaningful
peace talks, leading to lasting
peace and stability in Afghani-

stan,” a statement from the MoFA
said. The resolution expresses
concern regarding the alarming increase in violence by the Taliban
and calls on the Taliban to cease
their attacks on civilians and national forces. The Afghan government stands for peaceful settlement of disputes and advises the
Taliban to adhere to Islamic values and international humanitarian law. The resolution emphasizes preservation of Afghanistan’s
gains over the last two decades,
particularly the rights of women

and girls. The Afghan government
underscores preservation and
strengthening of the Afghans’
gains over the last two decades,
particularly the human rights, the
rights of women, girls and children, and freedom of expression,
and supports active role of women in Afghanistan’s political future. The resolution also urges the
European Council, the European
External Action Service (EEAS)
and the European Commission to
prepare and present to the European Parliament, as soon as possible, a comprehensive strategy
for future cooperation with Afghanistan.
See P7

Afghanistan
records highest
daily COVID19 death toll
KABUL: The Ministry of
Public Health on Saturday reported 973 new positive cases
of COVID-19 out of 3,442 samples tested in the last 24 hours.
The ministry also reported
67 deaths and 350 recoveries
from COVID-19 in the same
period, which shows death cases increasing, as it is up over 50
daily deaths in the last seven
days. Afghanistan so far has recorded 89,861 positive cases and
3,516 deaths from COVID-19.
So far, 523,244 samples
have been tested in government
centers and there are 24,438
known active COVID-19 cases
in the country, data by the ministry indicates.
According to Johns Hopkins University, the number of
deaths from COVID-19 globally is more than 3,785,243 and
the number of known global
coronavirus
cases
is
175,284,099.
This comes as UN’s Afghan
mission, UNAMA, announced
on Saturday that an additional
468,000 doses of AstraZeneca
vaccine will be provided to Afghanistan.
The Kabul Times
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Nation mourns demise of well-known
archeologist, university lecturer Bawary
KABUL: The former Deputy Minister of Culture and Art
Prof. Mohammad Rasul Bawary
passed away in Kabul yesterday,
Ministry of Information and Culture and his relatives confirmed.
His demise received condolence messages from the Presidential Office, the office of the High
Council for National Reconciliation, National Security Adviser,
Ministry of Information and Culture and other cultural, social and
government institutions as well as
the social media users.
Touching to his years of work
and accomplishments as Deputy
Minister for Culture and Art for
the Ministry of Information and
Culture, a statement quoting President Ghani said: “Prof. Bawary
did very much for the restoration
and rehabilitation of the country’s
culture and archeology and trained
thousands of students during his

work as University lecturer.”
“By writing tens of articles
and books, about the cultural heritage and historical monuments, he
served much in the fields of clear

introduction of our culture and
identity to the nation,” said the
statement, adding his demise was
a great loss.
See P7

Afghan movie ‘Bird Street’
heads to Canne film market
KABUL: Afghanistan’s feature documentary ‘Birds Street’
will be screened in the film market section of the Cannes International Film Festival.
Birds Street is a 70-minute
feature-length social documentary produced by Sahra Karimi and
directed by young filmmaker
Hezbullah Sultani.
The Cannes Film Festival or
“Marche Du Film” is one of the
most important cinematic events
in the world in the field of showing, introducing and marketing cinematic works.
Afghan Film Director Sahra
Karimi has expressed hope that
the film will be able to attract the
attention of investors to Afghan
cinema and that its screening will
be a good achievement.
The Canne Festival website
says about the Bird Street: “Entering Kabul’s Bird Street is like
stepping back in time a hundred
years, to a corner of the city untouched by war or modernization.
It is a narrow lane tucked away
behind an old Mosque, lined with
stalls and booths selling birds by
the dozen.”
The film is directed by
Hezbullah Sultani, who is young
filmmaker from Afghanistan, that
studied filmmaking at Fine Art
Faculty- Kabul University. He
made several short films which
won awards and he helped many
European filmmakers to shoot
their films inside Afghanistan.
Birds Street is his first feature
documentary which is in style of
observational mode.
Meanwhile the documentary
is produced by Sahra Karimi, who
is director of Afghan Film at the
Ministry of Information and Culture, scriptwriter and producer. At
the age of fifteen, she played as
an actress in two Iranian films
which brought her to study cinema in Slovakia and graduated with

a PhD of directing.
During these years, she has made more than 30 short fictions and
documentaries, some of which won numerous awards in international
film festivals. BIRDS STREET is her first feature documentary as a
producer and co-editor of the film. The Kabul Times

Turkey key ally to run
Kabul airport: Stoltenberg
KABUL: NATO is talking with different allies, including Turkey,
on maintaining support to the international airport in Kabul after the
US and coalition forces withdraw from the country, NATO Secretary
General Jens Stoltenberg said Friday.
This development comes as a Taliban spokesman, quoted by Reuters, said Thursday that Turkey should pull its troops from Afghanistan under the Doha agreement, referring to Ankara’s proposal to
guard and run Kabul’s airport after the withdrawal of US and coalition
forces from the country.
But Stoltenberg said that NATO allies are working on how to
maintain important infrastructure, such as an international airport in
Kabul. “Partly this is something NATO will support, and also we’re
looking into how NATO Allies can be part of that effort. See P7

