Afghanistan Constitution
Article One Hundred Fifteen

During the sessions of the Loya Jirga, provisions of Articles One Hundred One and One
Hundred Two of this Constitution shall be applied to its members.
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Belgium, Austrian envoys assure
continued cooperation with Afghanistan

KABUL: President Mohammad Ashraf Ghani bid farewell to
Philippe Bronchain, Belgium’s
non-resident ambassador for Afghanistan and accepted the credentials of new Austrian ambassador
during separate ceremonies here
yesterday at the presidential palace, a statement said yesterday.
The meeting, which was held
at the presidential palace, focused
on bilateral cooperation, the Afghan peace process and a new chapter in cooperation between Afghanistan and the international

community, according to presidential palace statement.
Wishing Philippe Bronchine
success in his future missions, President Ghani praised Belgium’s assistance and cooperation to Afghanistan over the past two decades, especially the country’s
cooperation in the framework of
the Resolute Support Mission for
Afghanistan.
The non-resident ambassador
of Belgium said that he was satisfied with his mission in Afghanistan, valued the preservation of

the achievements of the last two
decades, especially women’s rights
and human rights, and assured the
continuation of his country’s cooperation with Afghanistan.
Meanwhile according to another statement from the presidential palace, President Ghani received the credentials of the new
Austrian Ambassador for Afghanistan.
During the ceremony, which
took place at the presidential palace, both sides discussed the expansion of relations between the

In a huge shift, India opens
channels with Taliban leaders
KABUL: India for the firsttime opened channels of communication with Afghan Taliban leaders, including the group’s deputy
leader Mullah Ghani Baradar, the
Hindustan Times reported on
Wednesday.
The report said the move marks
“a significant shift” from New
Delhi’s position of not engaging
with the Taliban in any way.
The outreach is largely being
led by Indian security officials and
has been limited to Taliban factions and leaders that are perceived
as being “nationalist” or outside
the sphere of influence of Pakistan
and Iran, one of the people cited
above said on condition of anonymity.
The communication has been
underway for some months,
though it continues to be exploratory in nature, sources told the
Hindustan Times.
In the case of Mullah Baradar,
the first person cited above said
messages were exchanged by the
two sides though there was no
confirmation of a meeting, the report said. There have also been
conversations with other Taliban
factions despite a lack of trust on
both sides, the sources told the
Hindustan Times.
India is the largest regional contributor to Afghanistan’s reconstruction and development efforts

with pledges of $3 billion but has
lagged behind other regional players such as Russia, China and Iran
in establishing contacts with the
Taliban, largely because of the
group’s long-standing links with
the Pakistani military establishment, according to the report.
“But there has been a huge shift
since then and there are some who
think it might be better to have a
line of communication with some
Taliban leaders,” another source
told the Hindustan Times. The
people who spoke to the Hindustan Times “made it very clear
that India’s outreach didn’t include
the Haqqani Network or members
of the Quetta Shura, who are seen
as proxies of the Pakistani military.” There was no formal response from the Indian govern-

ment to this report. A visit to Kabul
last month by joint secretary JP
Singh, the external affairs minis-

two countries, the Afghan peace
process and the new chapter of
cooperation between Afghanistan
and the international community.
The new Austrian non-resident ambassador expressed his satisfaction with the start of his mission in Afghanistan and, while
emphasizing the preservation of
the achievements of the last two
decades, also assured the continuation of his country’s assistance
and cooperation to Afghanistan in
various fields.
The Kabul Times
try’s point person for Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Iran, was part of
the continuing engagement with
Afghan leaders. “Singh engaged
with various groups and made an
assessment of the situation on the
ground and got a first-hand sense
of things,” a source told the Hindustan Times. The Kabul Times

USAF prepares for ‘Over the Horizon’
operations after Afghanistan withdrawal
KABUL: US Air Forces is prioritizing an enduring presence
across the Middle East as the U.S.
prepares for “over-the-horizon”
operations following the withdrawal from Afghanistan, a report from
Air Force Magazine said yesterday.
US Acting Air Force Secretary
John P. Roth told members of the
Senate Appropriations defense
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subcommittee on June 8 the Air
Force’s direct war funding takes a
hit in its 2022 budget request, reflecting the ongoing withdrawal
from Afghanistan.
Roth said funding for “day-today operations” decreases about a
billion dollars in 2022, though the
department still budgeted “about
$10 billion” for an “enduring presence” in the U.S. Central Command

area of responsibility.
“We have a series of air bases,
they will stay for the time being,
that’s where your over-the-horizon capability will come from,”
Roth said, as quoted by the Magazine. The Air Force’s enduring and
direct war request of $10.07 billion is $2.3 billion less than the
See P7
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Govt. finalizes
‘Anti-Corruption Strategy
KABUL: Second Vice-President Mohammad Sarwar Danesh
chaired the National Anti-Corruption Strategy special meeting, his
office said Wednesday.
The meeting was attended by
the director of Anti-Corruption
Commission and other members of
the Commission, representatives
of the Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Interior, Deputy Minister
of Local Organs for Policy, representatives from Attorney General’s Office, the Supreme Audit
Office and the Administrative for
Reforms and Civil Service Commission, said Vice-President’s office in a statement. The vice president called fighting against corruption one of the most important

national priorities and international
commitments of Afghanistan and
called on all departments to make
every effort to implement it, the
statement quoted.
Abdul Qayum Nezami, General Director of the Anti-Corruption Commission also stated at the
beginning of the meeting that the
revision of the new national anticorruption strategy and the formulation of a new anti-corruption
strategy have been done as one of
the commission’s priorities.
Thanking the Vice President’s
attention in fighting corruption and
the finalization of the National
Anti-Corruption Strategy, he
asked him for support to the AntiCorruption Commission in imple-

menting the strategy, according to
the statement.
Strengthening institutional and
legal frameworks to counter corruption, reforms in the security
sector, strengthening civil services
and providing services to all citizens and paving the way for effective monitoring in this regard and
some other issues were among the
key discussion on which the National Anti-Corruption Strategy
for 1400 and subsequent years
was focused and finalized the
statement added.
The participants expressed
their comments and suggestions on
the issues that were confirmed
during the meeting, the statement
said. The Kabul Times

Kabul will not accept non-peaceful
solutions: NSA Mohib
KABUL: In a telephone conversation with Iranian special envoy for Afghanistan Mohammad
Ebrahim Taherian, National Security Adviser, Hamdullah Mohib
said that Kabul will not accept any
solutions which are based on nonpeaceful means.
Iranian envoy and Afghanistan’s National Security Advisor
discussed the recent developments
in Afghanistan, Iran’s Fars news
agency reported yesterday.
During the conversation, the
Iranian official touched upon a trip
to Iran by the UN’s special envoy
for Afghanistan and underscored
the need to adopt a common stance
by different Afghan factions with
regards to the peace process in the
country, according to the agency.
NSA Mohib, in turn, appreciated the stances adopted by Iran
on the peace trend in his country,
and said Kabul would not accept

solutions which are based on nonpeaceful means. He also emphasized the need to stand up to the
fresh wave of violence in Afghanistan.
This comes as Iran’s Foreign
Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif
voiced his country’s readiness to
set the ground for peace-oriented
talks in Yemen and Afghanistan.
Zarif, elaborating on his meetings with UN representatives for
Yemen and Afghanistan, wrote on

Ministry reports 1,843 new
COVID-19 cases, 257
recoveries in Afghanistan
KABUL: Ministry of Public
Health reported 1,843 positive
cases of COVID-19 out of 5,044
samples tested in the last twentyfour hours. According to the ministry, 37% of the collected samples tested positive for COVID19.
“A total of 5,044 samples were

taken in the past 24 hours from all
over Afghanistan, out of which
1,844 cases were identified positive for COVID-19,” the ministry
said in a statement.
The report also suggests that
51 people have died in Afghanistan as a result of the Coronavirus
in the past 24 hours and 257 other

his Twitter account that Tehran is
prepared to ease the peace process in Yemen and Afghanistan. He
ruled out any extra-regional intervention in the region, adding that
peace in the region will be settled
by the regional countries.
Zarif emphasized that the siege
on Yemen should be lifted and the
peace process in Afghanistan
should be continued with intraAfghan talks.
The Kabul Times

recovered.
The ministry says that the total known COVID-19 cases is
85,893, and the total number of
reported deaths is 3,356.
Meanwhile ground figures
showing that a large number of the
Afghan population is infected with
the Coronavirus and that of the
reports by the Ministry of Public
Health does not represent a comprehensive study, seemingly the
real number of cases is much higher in Afghanistan.
The Kabul Times

