Afghanistan Constitution
Article One Hundred Thirteen

The quorum of the Loya Jirga shall be complete for
voting with the presence of the majority of members.
The decision of the Loya Jirga, except in situations explicitly stated in this Constitution, shall be adopted by a
majority of members present.
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CIA looks to Pakistan for
more US bases: report
KABUL: The New York
Times published a report outlining the CIA’s struggle to put together a new counterterrorism
strategy as US troops withdraw
from Afghanistan. “The CIA is
seeking ways to maintain its intelligence-gathering, war-fighting
and counterterrorism operations
in the country,” The New York
Times reported on Sunday, citing
CIA analysts warning of the
“ever-growing risks” of a Taliban
takeover.
The report focused on Pakistan, saying “the CIA used a base
there for years to launch drone
strikes against militants in the
country’s western mountains, but
was kicked out of the facility in
2011, when US relations with
Pakistan unraveled.
Any deal now would have to
work around the uncomfortable
reality that Pakistan’s government
has long supported the Taliban.”
The Times article stated that
discussions are ongoing over the
use of Pakistan for more bases: ”In
discussions between American
and Pakistani officials, the Pakistanis have demanded a variety of
restrictions in exchange for the use
of a base in the country, and they
have effectively required that they
sign off on any targets that either
the CIA or the military would
want to hit inside Afghanistan,
according to three Americans familiar with the discussions.”
The Times reported that US
diplomats are exploring the possibility of establishing US bases
in the region with former Soviet

republics but expect that Russia’s
President Vladimer Putin would
oppose this.
Citing “several people familiar with the assessments,” the
Times report said that recent CIA
and military intelligence reports
on Afghanistan have been “increasingly pessimistic” and have
“highlighted gains by the Taliban
and other militant groups in the
south and east and warned that
Kabul could fall to the Taliban
within years and return to becoming a safe haven for militants bent
on striking the West.”
William J. Burns, the CIA director, told US senators in April:
“When the time comes for the US
military to withdraw, the US government’s ability to collect and act
on threats will diminish,” adding:
“That is simply a fact.”
The CIA head visited Islama-

bad, Pakistan in recent weeks to
meet with the chief of the Pakistani military and the head of the
directorate of Inter-Services Intelligence, but a CIA spokeswoman
declined to comment when asked
about Burns’s travel to Pakistan,
said The Times. According to
“American officials familiar with
the conversations,” The Times
reported, “Secretary Lloyd J.
Austin III has had frequent calls
with the Pakistani military chief
about getting the country’s help
for future US operations in Afghanistan.” The report noted that
US Secretary of State Antony

Turkey to keep troops at
Kabul airport if supports
provided by allies: Minister

KABUL: Acting Minister of
Information and Culture, Mohammad Tahir Zuhair met with Sahar
Hamdard, Deputy Minister of
Construction Affairs of the Ministry of Urban Development and
Lands (MUDL) and Ali Farhad
Bayat, Head of Historical Monuments and Mosques Department
of the Ministry here yesterday,
Bakhtar Information Agency reported. The purpose of meeting
was to ease coordination in order
to follow the instructions of the
Presidential office regarding the
engineering plans of Abu Rayhan
al-Biruni Mausoleum, which was
proposed to the presidential office by the MoIC and MUDL and
has been recently approved, the
agency added.
The design of the mausoleum
is a combination of Ghaznavid and
Islamic architecture, and has an
octagonal star shape, which is
patterned from the minaret of
Bahramshah, the agency quoted
MoIC officials as saying.
Quoting the officials, the agency said that the decorations used
in the design are inspired by the
minaret of Sultan Massoud, and
in the upper part of the mausoleum, an attempt has been made to
create a view of modern Islamic
architecture by combining arches
and bows, so that to add to the
beauty of the design.

KABUL: Turkey can keep its troops in Afghanistan only if political, financial and logistic support is provided by the allies, as NATO
prepares to withdraw from the country, Defense Minister Hulusi Akar,
daily Hürriyet reported on June 7.
Ankara has conducted talks with the U.S. on the issue, which was
also discussed at the NATO defense ministers meeting, he said at Aksaz
naval base during the Sea Wolf (Deniz Kurdu) military exercise.
“If these are provided, we can stay at Hamid Karzai International
Airport. We are waiting for your reply regarding our terms,” he added.
Calling Afghan people as “brothers,” he said: “The goal is to ensure
peace in Afghanistan. We have a historical brotherhood. We want to be
able to stay in Afghanistan as long as the Afghan people want to help
them.”
U.S. President Joe Biden announced that his country’s troops would
start to withdraw from Afghanistan as of May 1. The withdrawal will
be completed by the 20th anniversary of the Sept. 11, 2001 attacks.
More than 5,000 troops of NATO are expected to withdraw from
Afghanistan. Turkey has 500 soldiers in Afghanistan as part of the
NATO-led Resolute Support Mission (RSM). The Kabul Times

Blinken spoke this month with his
counterpart in Tajikistan, “though
it is not clear if base access was
discussed during the call.”
The report comes as verbal
clashes continue between Afghanistan and Pakistan officials over
the neighboring country’s lack of
commitment towards Afghan
peace process. After National Security Adviser Hamdullah Mohib
blamed Pakistan for harboring
militants and backing Taliban’s
militancy, the neighboring country accused Afghan officials of
sabotaging the peace process.
The Kabul Times
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FM Atmar, US delegation discuss new chapter of
cooperation post troops withdrawal
KABUL – The Minister of
Foreign Affairs Mohammad
Haneef Atmar met yesterday
morning with the US Special Representative for Afghanistan Reconciliation Zalmay Khalilzad and
his accompanying delegation, a
MoFA statement said.
During the meeting, which
was also attended by the Charge
d’ Affaires of the US Embassy
Ross Wilson, issues related to the
peace process, strengthening the
regional consensus for lasting
peace, and mutual opportunities
for cooperation in the new chapter of US-Afghan relations following the withdrawal of the Resolute Support forces were discussed, the statement added.

Considering the withdrawal of
the Resolute Support forces from
Afghanistan, both sides assessed
the opportunities and challenges
of bilateral cooperation.
They elaborated on accelerating the peace process, economic
cooperation, the fight against terrorism, and maintaining and
strengthening the achievements of
the last two decades, the statement further said.
Both sides, as quoted in the
statement, termed strengthening
trilateral and multilateral cooperation instrumental to ensuring
peace and fighting terrorism in
Afghanistan and the region.
They further emphasized that
the restoration of peace in Afghan-

istan was a prerequisite for advancing regional economic cooperation and integration.
Appreciating the United
States’ full support for the Afghan
peace process, and in particular
Washington’s recent humanitarian assistance, FM Atmar spoke
about the political will and plans
of the Government of the Islamic
Republic of Afghanistan to
achieve lasting peace.
Khalilzad also assured Minister Atmar of the US continued
support for peace and stability,
the fight against terrorism, and
regional connectivity as part of
peace-building efforts in Afghanistan.
The Kabul Times

Iran assures UN of supporting Afghan-led peace process

Construction of Abu Rayhan
al-Biruni mausoleum to soon
begin in historic Ghazni city
The mausoleum will be built
on an area of 7,200 square meters
in the historic city of Ghazni,
which includes the mausoleum
building, ticket office, guard room,
modern baths, parking lot, sidewalks and green area that construction of which will begin
soon. The Kabul Times
KABUL: Special Representative of UN’ Secretary-General in
Afghanistan Jean Arnault met
with Iranian Foreign Minister’s
special envoy for Afghanistan
Mohammad Ebrahim Taherian in

Tehran on Monday, Iranian media reported. Jean Arnault heading a delegation arrived in Tehran
to meet with Iranian officials and
discuss Afghanistan’s issues, according to local media. During the

meeting, the two sides discussed
current developments in Afghanistan including Afghan peace process and the security situation.
Pointing to the fact that Iran
regards peace and security in Afghanistan as its own peace and
security, Taherian stressed, “We
support intra-Afghan dialogue,
owned and led by Afghans themselves and we are ready to cooperate in paving the way for intraAfghan dialogue”.
He also emphasized the need
for preserving Afghans’ achievements in last two decades.
The two sides also expressed
concerns regarding the increase of
violence in Afghanistan over recent months and called for reduction in violence and the prevention of civilian casualties.
The Kabul Times

Surging COVID-19 cases: Afghanistan
records another 56 deaths
KABUL: The Ministry of Public Health on
Monday reported 1,582 new positive cases of
COVID-19 out of 4,671 samples tested in the
last 24 hours. The ministry also reported 56
deaths and 376 recoveries from COVID-19 in
the same period.
It is the highest recorded COVID-19 death
toll in 24 hours since the pandemic began in Afghanistan. The ministry reported that the cumulative total of known COVID-19 cases is 82,326,
the total number of reported deaths is 3,251,
and the total number of recoveries is 58,998.
According to Johns Hopkins University, the
number of deaths from COVID-19 globally is
more than 3,730,065 and the number of known
global coronavirus cases is 173,337,744.
The Kabul Times

